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Republicans Offered Water Solutions; Hobbs Vetoed Them

By Arizona State Representative Gail Griffin

Arizona has always understood that housing and water are connected. The 1980 Groundwater Management Act
required new subdivisions in Active Management Areas to demonstrate a 100-year Assured Water Supply—a
consumer protection designed to ensure that families were not sold homes without a reliable water source.

That standard matters. So does its integrity: it must be administered under the law, with sound science, transparent
models, equal rules, and basic due process—not converted into an unwritten power to decide where and how Arizona
may grow.

Under Governor Hobbs, that balance broke down. After the Arizona Department of Water Resources released its 2023
Phoenix groundwater model, approvals for new groundwater-dependent subdivisions on parts of the metropolitan
fringe effectively stopped, even though these housing developments replenish groundwater, and even though
developers provided alternative groundwater analyses that showed substantially more water was available in affected
areas.

The results of the moratorium were immediate. Homebuilding was restricted while commercial and industrial projects,
which are not subject to the 100-year Assured Water Supply requirement and are not required to replenish groundwater,
could proceed unabated. In April 2026, a Maricopa County Superior Court struck down the Department’s moratorium,
finding it was adopted unlawfully. The Department appealed.

The human consequence is housing scarcity. Arizona families are being asked to wait longer, pay more, and postpone
homeownership and family formation. Nationally, the average first-time homebuyer is now 40—a record high.

Republicans did not respond by abandoning the 100-year standard or demanding that Arizona build without water.
They proposed the opposite: conserve more water, recharge more water, reuse more water, develop new supplies,
improve groundwater data, and remove unnecessary costs and burdens that suppress housing affordability and
production. Their bills included nonfunctional turf restrictions, stormwater recharge, effluent reuse, brackish-
groundwater recovery, better groundwater assessments, and other solutions.

Again and again, Governor Hobbs vetoed them. Over four years, she vetoed at least 25 Republican bills that would
have expanded usable water supplies, restored lawful pathways to an Assured Water Supply, opened land for housing,
or reduced the cost of homes for new buyers. The issue is not whether Arizona must protect its water. It must. The
issue is whether water policy should be used to create abundance or to manufacture scarcity.

Here are just a few examples of the water and housing solutions Republicans put on Governor Hobbs’ desk:



1. SB1172 (2024) — Ag-to-Urban water conservation package. Would have saved water and allowed more homes
to be built by allowing farmers and developers to voluntarily convert farmland to lower-water-use housing
when farmers choose to take the land out of agricultural production. It even incorporated Governor Hobbs’
requested prohibition on new nonfunctional turf and was repeatedly revised to address the Department of Water
Resources’ objections. VETOED. (A narrower Ag-to-Urban successor was enacted the following year, with
mixed results).

1. HB2020 (2024) - long-term storage credits; stormwater infrastructure. Would have created incentives for
developers to increase investment in stormwater recharge infrastructure. VETOED.

2. HB2127 (2024) — Assured Water Supply certificate; effluent. Would have allowed effluent created by a new
subdivision to count toward the subdivision’s physical availability of water—turning a renewable wastewater
resource into a usable assured supply. VETOED.

3. SB1116 (2025) — groundwater model; receipt; findings. Required the Arizona Department of Water Resources
to acknowledge the existence of alternative groundwater models showing 100-year supplies were physically
available and to provide written findings with respect to those models, giving applicants a path to contest
incorrect agency modeling. VETOED.

4. HB2271 (2025) — supply and demand; assessment; groundwater. Would have required more comprehensive
groundwater supply assessments so policymakers could make better decisions and understand how much water
is available in each basin. Better information would help the state identify available supplies, prioritize
augmentation, and plan responsibly for future growth and development. VETOED.

5. HB2055 (2026) — Brackish Groundwater Recovery Program. Would have established a new Water
Infrastructure Finance Authority-administered mechanism to recover, treat, and put brackish groundwater to
beneficial use—a direct new-water-supply strategy rather than merely restricting demand. VETOED.

6. HB2985 (2026) — CAP water; State Trust Land; allocation. Would have created a pathway to put existing
Central Arizona Project water held for State Trust Land to use on state lands that could support new housing—
connecting renewable surface water with developable land instead of leaving both stranded. VETOED.

Taken together, these vetoes and others tell the story. The choice was never between protecting Arizona’s water and
building the homes Arizona families need. Republicans offered ways to do both. Some bills conserved water. Others
captured or recycled it, developed new supplies, or simply required the state to better understand the water it already
has. All were aimed at making responsible growth possible and expanding the supply of homes Arizona families can
afford.

Governor Hobbs chose a different course. She restricted housing first, rejected repeated legislative off-ramps, and
made families wait while the price of scarcity kept rising. She can disagree with any individual proposal, but she cannot
credibly say Republicans offered no solutions.

Arizona can secure its long-term water future and build the homes its families need. The Assured Water Supply
program was created to protect Arizona families—not price them out of the communities where they want to live. Its
integrity should mean protecting consumers while preserving a lawful path to the American Dream of homeownership.
Republicans repeatedly tried to achieve both. Governor Hobbs repeatedly said no.

Gail Griffin is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative District 19, which
includes areas of Greenlee, Graham, Cochise, and eastern Pima and Santa Cruz Counties. She also serves as
Chairman of the House Natural Resources, Energy & Water Committee.

HiH




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.1000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

    /Arial-Black

    /Arial-BlackItalic

    /Arial-BoldItalicMT

    /Arial-BoldMT

    /Arial-ItalicMT

    /ArialMT

    /ArialNarrow

    /ArialNarrow-Bold

    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic

    /ArialNarrow-Italic

    /ArialUnicodeMS

    /CenturyGothic

    /CenturyGothic-Bold

    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic

    /CenturyGothic-Italic

    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT

    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT

    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT

    /CourierNewPSMT

    /Georgia

    /Georgia-Bold

    /Georgia-BoldItalic

    /Georgia-Italic

    /Impact

    /LucidaConsole

    /Tahoma

    /Tahoma-Bold

    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPSMT

    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic

    /TrebuchetMS

    /TrebuchetMS-Bold

    /TrebuchetMS-Italic

    /Verdana

    /Verdana-Bold

    /Verdana-BoldItalic

    /Verdana-Italic

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 150

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [600 600]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



