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NEWS RELEASE 
 

Arizona House of Representatives 
Majority Whip Julie Willoughby (R-13) 

1700 West Washington  Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 

Monday, March 30, 2026 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Rep. Willoughby: Trump Administration Air Quality Ruling 
Gives Arizona Chance to End Costly Boutique Gas Blend 

With new federal support and favorable modeling in hand, Governor Hobbs should move now 
to cut fuel costs for Arizonans 

 
STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – Arizona House Majority Whip Julie Willoughby today praised a Trump 
Administration decision issued last week recognizing the impact of international emissions on Arizona’s ability 
to meet federal air quality standards and granting the Phoenix metropolitan area relief from stricter federal 
requirements. 
 
The decision opens the door for Arizona to challenge the costly boutique summer gasoline blend required in 
Maricopa and Pinal counties, which drives up fuel costs for Arizona families every year. 
 
For months, Majority Whip Willoughby has been working with local and federal officials to pursue long-term 
reforms to Arizona’s expensive fuel requirements. In January, she sent a letter to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to initiate discussions on permanent changes that would lower costs while maintaining 
compliance with federal air quality standards. 
 
“The main reason drivers in Maricopa and Pinal counties pay more for gas in the summer is that these 
areas are forced to use a special boutique blend made only for Arizona,” said Majority Whip Willoughby. “It 
costs more to produce, limits supply, and leaves our state more vulnerable to price spikes. The question is 
whether this requirement is still doing anything meaningful to improve air quality. If it is not, then Arizona 
families are being forced to pay more for little to no benefit.” 
 
“Industry is cleaner today than it was when Arizona’s blend was last updated, and fuel standards 
nationwide have changed significantly since then,” Willoughby continued. “There is a strong possibility 
Arizona can move to a lower-cost fuel option without sacrificing air quality. If the evidence supports that 
conclusion, we should act immediately.” 
 
To push the issue forward, Majority Whip Willoughby introduced a package of five measures, including HB 2400 
to suspend the state’s 18-cent gas tax on summer fuel in Maricopa and Pinal counties; HB 2401 to require the 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality to regularly review lower-cost fuel options that still meet federal 
standards; HB 2696 to direct the Arizona Commerce Authority to prioritize the study of alternative fuel blends 
and gas prices over the next two years; and HB 2955 to require Arizona to immediately switch to a lower-cost 
blend once the EPA approves a change to the state’s air quality implementation plan. 
 
 

https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/2R/260204GRIFFINNREWGOPAFFORDABILITYPACKAGE.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/2R/260226WILLOUGHBYGASAFFORDABILITY.pdf
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“In order to change the blend, Arizona must submit a request to the EPA to revise our State Implementation 
Plan and show that we can still meet federal air quality standards with the new blend,” said Majority Whip 
Willoughby. “The modeling used to make that demonstration must take into account the fact that a major 
share of the emissions affecting our state comes from outside our borders and is beyond Arizona’s control. 
The Trump Administration’s recent decision recognizing international transport acknowledges this impact 
and gives Arizona more room to reevaluate whether our current fuel requirements are still justified. With 
the federal government signaling openness, this may be our best and only opportunity to get this done.” 
 
In February, Majority Whip Willoughby asked the Maricopa Association of Governments to begin modeling 
whether Arizona could switch from its current boutique gasoline blend, with a Reid Vapor Pressure of 7.0 pounds 
per square inch, to a more widely available and lower-cost blend with an RVP of 7.4. 
 
That preliminary modeling, completed in March, found that the switch would increase the maximum ozone 
concentration in the relevant Phoenix metropolitan area between zero and 0.01 parts per billion, depending on 
which model is used. 
 
“That is a negligible impact and more than enough reason to move this conversation forward,” said Majority 
Whip Willoughby. “Just as important, Governor Hobbs’ administration already has these results. MAG 
provided the modeling to her Department of Environmental Quality, which means the Governor could 
begin acting on this now if she wanted to. She does not need to wait. She does not need more excuses. If 
Governor Hobbs is serious about lowering fuel costs, she should direct her agency to act immediately.” 
 
“The modeling is favorable. The facts are lining up in Arizona’s favor. We should seize this opportunity 
and make the case for lasting gas affordability now,” Willoughby said. 
 
A copy of Majority Whip Willoughby’s original February letter to the Maricopa Association of Governments is 
attached and can be found here: https://bit.ly/4tf1XcK  
 
A copy of the association’s preliminary modeling results, provided in response to her request, is attached and can 
be found here: https://bit.ly/4dRbkLh  
 
A copy of Majority Whip Willoughby’s follow-up letter regarding next steps is attached and can be found here: 
https://bit.ly/4v1pDDm  
 
Julie Willoughby is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative District 
13 in Chandler, Gilbert, and Sun Lakes. She also serves as the House Majority Whip. Follow her on X at 
@JWilloughbyAZ. 
 

### 
 
 

https://bit.ly/4tf1XcK
https://bit.ly/4dRbkLh
https://bit.ly/4v1pDDm


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.1000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

    /Arial-Black

    /Arial-BlackItalic

    /Arial-BoldItalicMT

    /Arial-BoldMT

    /Arial-ItalicMT

    /ArialMT

    /ArialNarrow

    /ArialNarrow-Bold

    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic

    /ArialNarrow-Italic

    /ArialUnicodeMS

    /CenturyGothic

    /CenturyGothic-Bold

    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic

    /CenturyGothic-Italic

    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT

    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT

    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT

    /CourierNewPSMT

    /Georgia

    /Georgia-Bold

    /Georgia-BoldItalic

    /Georgia-Italic

    /Impact

    /LucidaConsole

    /Tahoma

    /Tahoma-Bold

    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPSMT

    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic

    /TrebuchetMS

    /TrebuchetMS-Bold

    /TrebuchetMS-Italic

    /Verdana

    /Verdana-Bold

    /Verdana-BoldItalic

    /Verdana-Italic

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 150

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [600 600]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



