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Representative Selina Bliss Introduces Ballot Referral to
Protect Girls’ Sports in Arizona

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - State Representative Selina Bliss has introduced a ballot referral asking voters
to require Arizona school sports to be designated as male, female, or co-ed and protect girls’ privacy in locker
rooms and showers.

HCR2003, the Protect Girls’ Sports in Arizona Act, restores and strengthens the 2022 Save Women’s Sports Act,
parts of which were blocked by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. The resolution would place the issue on the
November 2026 ballot.

“Sports designations must be clear and grounded in basic fairness,” said Representative Bliss. “My referral
requires teams and competitions in Arizona schools and sports associations to be designated as male,
female, or co-ed. This lets every student compete safely and on fair terms.”

The referral applies to all schools and sports associations, ensuring that placement on male or female teams is
based on the sex listed on an athlete’s original birth certificate. It also adds additional privacy protections for
girls’ and women’s facilities.

Twenty-seven states have enacted similar protections. In many others, including Arizona, litigation has produced
inconsistent rules that leave schools, parents, and student athletes without clear guidance. The United States
Supreme Court is expected to weigh in on the issue next year.

“As someone who competed in athletics and as a mother who watched her daughter compete, I understand
the value of a fair field of play,” Representative Bliss said. “Sports help young people build confidence,
discipline, and healthy habits. Arizona should encourage every child to participate, and we should give
girls the chance to compete without losing opportunities to athletes with inherent physical advantages.”

Similar ballot questions are moving forward in states such as Colorado, Maine, Washington, and Nevada.

“Voters should decide this issue and give young women the opportunities they deserve,” Representative
Bliss added. “Passing this referral will protect female athletes and give families confidence that the rules
will not shift again in court. It is time to keep girls’ sports female in our state.”

Selina Bliss is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives, serving Legislative District 1 in
Yavapai County, and Chairman of the House Health and Human Services Committee. Follow her on X at
@SelinaBliss.
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https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/83656
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