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NEWS RELEASE 

 

Arizona House of Representatives 
Representative Gail Griffin (R-19) 

1700 West Washington  Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 
Tuesday, May 6, 2025 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Governor Hobbs Vetoes Legislation to Increase Local 
Control Over Groundwater 

 
STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – Governor Hobbs on Friday vetoed legislation that would have 
increased local control over rural groundwater. The bill, HB2572, was sponsored by State Representative 
Gail Griffin, Chair of the House Committee on Natural Resources, Energy & Water, and was part of a 
broader effort to make existing tools more workable for rural Arizona.  
 

Stakeholders Agree Active Management Areas Do Not Provide Local Control 
 
Current law allows residents to establish Active Management Areas in rural parts of the state (also known 
as “subsequent” Active Management Areas), but rural mayors and county supervisors have said the 
existing Active Management Area framework does not provide enough “local control” over critical 
groundwater management decisions. 
 
Currently, all future and existing Active Management Areas decisions are made by the Director of Water 
Resources in Phoenix. The Director of Water Resources is appointed by the governor and serves at the 
will and pleasure of the governor, meaning she has complete control over all aspects of an Active 
Management Area, including how conservation measures are implemented.  
 
Although members of the local “Groundwater Users Advisory Council” can comment on the director’s 
proposed management decisions (ARS § 45-421), the director is not required to listen to those comments, 
and the director has final say over all aspects of determining an Active Management Area’s management 
goals and plans (ARS § 45-569).  
 
Furthermore, members of the council need not be residents of Arizona or groundwater users in the basin 
(ARS § 45-420). This allows outside special interests to influence the director’s decisions without 
reflecting local needs. Additionally, the governor appoints all members of the council (ARS § 45-420), 
meaning local residents have no say in who gets to serve on the council.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250325GRIFFINHB2572.pdf
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/82402?SessionId=129
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250226GRIFFINHB2572.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/45/00421.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/45/00569.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/45/00420.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/45/00420.htm
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HB2572 Would Have Provided Local Control in Rural Active Management Areas 
 
If adopted, HB2572 would have shifted the paradigm for subsequent Active Management Areas by doing 
the following:  
 

• Allow county supervisors, rather than the governor in Phoenix, to appoint the members of a 
Groundwater User Advisory Council.  

• Allow the council, rather than the governor’s Director of Water Resources in Phoenix, to have 
final say on the management plan and goal for the basin.  

• Require council members to be residents of this state and use groundwater in the basin.  
• Give county supervisors greater control over rural housing supply issues.  

 
According to Representative Griffin, these changes would have given rural Arizonans a real say in how 
their local groundwater resources are managed and final decision-making authority over the adoption of 
local groundwater management plans and goals:  
 

“Governor Hobbs’ veto comes at a time when she has said that she would continue to use 
executive power to unilaterally establish new Active Management Areas throughout the state—
even though she knows that Active Management Areas do not provide local control. 
 
What the governor wants is a management framework that allows her to impose more 
regulations, more volumetric reductions, and more groundwater withdrawal fees than what is 
required in urban areas like Phoenix and Tucson.  
 
None of the additional powers she is asking for address the immediate concerns that rural 
residents face. Without data, rural communities cannot adequately plan for the future, and 
without solutions to address domestic wells, no new groundwater management framework will 
do anything to prevent additional wells from going dry.   
 
The Republican majority is working to provide real solutions and tools for rural Arizonans that 
conserve water, increase groundwater recharge, address domestic wells, and increase local 
control without strings attached or crashing local economies. We are listening to rural 
constituents and proposing solutions that align with their challenges, not pushing pre-conceived 
packages that seek to achieve ulterior motives.  
 
Our goal is to stop the expansion of groundwater pumping, stabilize the aquifer, and figure out 
how to put more water into the basin through tools like groundwater recharge, reuse, and 
recycling, while supporting local economies and increasing local control for rural communities. 
We hope the governor would join us in supporting real solutions for rural Arizonans.”   

 
Gail Griffin is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative District 
19, which includes areas of Greenlee, Graham, Cochise, and eastern Pima and Santa Cruz Counties. 
She Chairs the House Natural Resources, Energy & Water Committee. 
 

### 

https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?eventID=2025021122&startStreamAt=6308
https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?eventID=2025021122&startStreamAt=6308
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250424GRIFFIN.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250327GRIFFIN.pdf
https://www.azsenaterepublicans.gov/post/legislation-promoting-agricultural-water-conservation-passes-senate-committee
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250122GRIFFIN.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250415GRIFFIN.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250318GRIFFIN.pdf


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.1000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

    /Arial-Black

    /Arial-BlackItalic

    /Arial-BoldItalicMT

    /Arial-BoldMT

    /Arial-ItalicMT

    /ArialMT

    /ArialNarrow

    /ArialNarrow-Bold

    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic

    /ArialNarrow-Italic

    /ArialUnicodeMS

    /CenturyGothic

    /CenturyGothic-Bold

    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic

    /CenturyGothic-Italic

    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT

    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT

    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT

    /CourierNewPSMT

    /Georgia

    /Georgia-Bold

    /Georgia-BoldItalic

    /Georgia-Italic

    /Impact

    /LucidaConsole

    /Tahoma

    /Tahoma-Bold

    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPSMT

    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic

    /TrebuchetMS

    /TrebuchetMS-Bold

    /TrebuchetMS-Italic

    /Verdana

    /Verdana-Bold

    /Verdana-BoldItalic

    /Verdana-Italic

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 150

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [600 600]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



