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NREW Chairman Gail Griffin’s Statement on
Democrats’ Rural Groundwater Proposal

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - State Representative Gail Griffin, Chairman of the House Natural
Resources, Energy & Water Committee, issued the following statement on Democrats’ rural groundwater
proposal:

Many areas across rural Arizona are facing challenges with groundwater resources. To address
these challenges, Republicans in the State Legislature have been working on solutions to secure
Arizona’s long-term water future.

In 2023, House and Senate Republicans launched a Joint Legislative Water Committee to
address groundwater challenges and find solutions that work for rural areas, including
recharge, replenishment, reuse, and the adoption of new technologies that help to reduce
groundwater depletion while preserving local economies.

In 2024, Arizona Republicans led on rural water policy, introducing numerous bills that, if
adopted, would have:

e Established Willcox as an Irrigation Non-expansion Area (HB2060).

e Granted domestic well owners a private property right to groundwater (HB2063).

e Supported stormwater recharge in areas like Prescott, Pinal, and Willcox (HB2020).

¢ Allowed local residents to close the basin and require 10-15 percent cuts to stabilize the

aquifer (SB1221).

We recognized Willcox’s qualification as an Irrigation Non-expansion Area and explained why
this designation was more appropriate than an Active Management Area, which voters
resoundingly rejected by a 2-to-1 margin.

We also emphasized that Arizona water policy must focus on groundwater _recharge, noting
that rural Arizona could benefit from increased stormwater capture through the development
of 331 sites that the Department of Water Resources and State Land Department have stated
are suitable for increasing local supplies.



https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/56LEG/1R/230411TOMAPETERSENWATER.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/56LEG/1R/230517GRIFFINKERR.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/56LEG/2R/241030GRIFFINCOLUMN.pdf
https://apps.azleg.gov/billStatus/BillOverview/79832
https://apps.azleg.gov/billStatus/BillOverview/79835
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/79772
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/80711
https://www.myheraldreview.com/news/cochise_county/willcox-groundwater-basin-qualifies-for-designation-as-irrigation-non-expansion-area/article_17a1e4a6-3fcc-11ef-9c39-0bb3ac9d1146.html
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/56LEG/2R/240516GRIFFIN.pdf
https://www.myheraldreview.com/opinion/commentary/rural-arizona-could-benefit-from-increased-groundwater-recharge/article_cf84e056-1316-11ef-8a8a-4b705041dd0c.html
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/56LEG/2R/240516GRIFFINHB2249_WSS_FIG1.pdf
https://www.azwater.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/Potential%20Water%20Storage%20Sites%20on%20Arizona%20State%20Trust%20Land%20-%202021.pdf

Since 2023, Republicans have held over 112 stakeholder meetings statewide, logging hundreds
of hours to address water issues, strengthen rural communities, and promote best management
practices—without compromising our principles. “Consent of the Governed* is a principle that
has always guided Republicans and will remain central as we continue to work on rural
groundwater policy.

This year, House and Senate Republicans have introduced over 20 measures on rural
groundwater, including proposals that conserve groundwater, increase stormwater recharge,
and make existing tools more workable for rural areas. Republican solutions also provide
immediate solutions for domestic wells and seek to obtain critical data that lawmakers need to
make informed decisions but are currently not receiving from state water agencies.

Republicans have continued meeting to find solutions, Democrats halted participation in June
2024 and, six months later, released an 87-page proposal without advance notice.

Like their past rural groundwater proposals, Democrats’ latest plan echoes the same anti-
growth agenda radical environmentalists, including the Environmental Defense Fund and
Sierra Club, have pushed since 2020—policies that would devastate rural economies.

In fact, in many ways it represents a step backward, including provisions that Democrats had
agreed to remove in previous negotiations, including mandatory groundwater cuts of up to 40
percent over 40 years, groundwater withdrawal fees, and backdoor housing regulations that
circumvent local control and strip county supervisors of their authority to approve new
residential subdivisions in unincorporated areas.

Today, we are exposing the radical Left’s agenda and releasing a detailed, comprehensive
analysis and one-page fact sheet on the Democrats’ 87-page proposal—with direct references
to the bill—showing its key provisions. These include the following:

e Mandatory groundwater cuts of up to 40 percent over 40 years. (Page 50, lines 5-50).

e Unelected, Governor-appointed councils who would not be subject to groundwater
regulations but who could impose new regulations on others, targeting individual water
users and shutting down local industries. (Page 46, lines 20-32; pages 48-49).

e Mandatory groundwater metering and reporting requirements. (Pages 65-67).

e Groundwater withdrawal fees on personal groundwater use, which would be set and
collected (with no cap) by the Governor’s Director in Phoenix. (Page 49, lines 12-14).

e Cannot drill a new or replacement well without government approval in Phoenix. (Page
48, lines 25-26; page 57, lines 9-21; page 62, lines 34-36).

e No local vote or economic impact study required to establish new areas. (Pages 37-40).

e A ‘menu’ of management goals that includes “safe yield,” even though the Arizona
Department of Water Resources recently acknowledged that achieving “safe yield” is
“pretty unlikely” in rural basins. (Page 47, lines 1-8).

e Creates a backdoor to bypass the county supervisors’ unanimous vote requirement for
establishing new housing regulations in rural areas. (Page 49, lines 28-35).



https://www.azsenaterepublicans.gov/post/senator-sine-kerr-introduces-legislation-to-safeguard-arizona-s-groundwater-resources-for-generation
https://www.azsenaterepublicans.gov/post/legislation-promoting-agricultural-water-conservation-passes-senate-committee
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250122GRIFFIN.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250226GRIFFINHB2572.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250129GRIFFINWELLS.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250227GRIFFIN.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250317GRIFFIN.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/56LEG/1R/230802GRIFFINOPED.pdf
https://blogs.edf.org/growingreturns/2020/11/12/rural-arizona-groundwater-management/
https://blogs.edf.org/growingreturns/2020/11/12/rural-arizona-groundwater-management/
https://blogs.edf.org/growingreturns/2020/06/10/arizona-groundwater-management-act/
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/56LEG/1R/231011GRIFFINPACKETANDEDFPLAN.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?eventID=2025021122&startStreamAt=6628

Radical environmental groups like the Sierra Club seek to impose stricter regulations on rural
Arizona than those in urban areas, crippling rural economies and housing availability. The
Sierra Club recently admitted that adopting *““something stronger” than an Active Management
Area is what they want for rural Arizona.

For farmers, a 40 percent groundwater cut means a 40 percent cut in livelihoods. For local
governments, it’s a 40 percent loss in revenue. This would devastate rural economies. If
Democrats and radical environmental groups think a 40 percent cut is necessary to save
Arizona’s groundwater resources, then why don’t they propose 40 percent cuts in the Phoenix
or Tucson Active Management Areas, where over 80 percent of the state’s population resides?

Arizona’s agricultural industry generates $31 billion annually and provides nearly 90 percent
of all fresh produce and vegetables consumed in the nation, in addition to affordable beef, dairy,
wine, cotton, pecans, and pistachios, and many other products for our local grocery stores and
restaurants.

Significant innovations and technological advancements in agriculture are improving water
conservation and efficiency. Arizona Republicans have supported and continue to support
policies that incentivize the adoption of these technologies.

Does more work need to be done? Yes, but Arizona House and Senate Republicans believe in
taking a different approach than the top-down method currently being pushed. Rural
Arizonans deserve better. Together, we can find a ‘win-win’ solution.

Arizona House and Senate Republicans remain committed to collaborating with lawmakers and
stakeholders to craft policies that support rural Arizona, sustain economic growth, and uphold
local control—while advancing groundwater recharge, replenishment, and innovative water
supply solutions for everyone. It’s time to put politics aside and pass real solutions for rural
Arizona.

A copy of the comprehensive analysis on the Democrats’ rural groundwater proposal can be found here.
A copy of the fact sheet can be found here.

Gail Griffin is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative District
19, which includes areas of Greenlee, Graham, Cochise, and eastern Pima and Santa Cruz Counties. She

also serves as Chairman of the House Natural Resources, Energy & Water Committee.

HiH


https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?eventID=2025021122&startStreamAt=6308
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/56LEG/2R/241030GRIFFINCOLUMN.pdf
https://www.azsenaterepublicans.gov/post/legislation-promoting-agricultural-water-conservation-passes-senate-committee
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250318COMPREHENSIVEFACTSHEETONTHEGOVERNORSRURALGROUNDWATERPROPOSAL.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/press/house/57LEG/1R/250318ONEPAGEFACTSHEETONTHEGOVERNORSRURALGROUNDWATERPROPOSAL.pdf


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.1000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

    /Arial-Black

    /Arial-BlackItalic

    /Arial-BoldItalicMT

    /Arial-BoldMT

    /Arial-ItalicMT

    /ArialMT

    /ArialNarrow

    /ArialNarrow-Bold

    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic

    /ArialNarrow-Italic

    /ArialUnicodeMS

    /CenturyGothic

    /CenturyGothic-Bold

    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic

    /CenturyGothic-Italic

    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT

    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT

    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT

    /CourierNewPSMT

    /Georgia

    /Georgia-Bold

    /Georgia-BoldItalic

    /Georgia-Italic

    /Impact

    /LucidaConsole

    /Tahoma

    /Tahoma-Bold

    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPSMT

    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic

    /TrebuchetMS

    /TrebuchetMS-Bold

    /TrebuchetMS-Italic

    /Verdana

    /Verdana-Bold

    /Verdana-BoldItalic

    /Verdana-Italic

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 150

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [600 600]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



