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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Arizona House Republicans Urge Phoenix Mayor to 
Reject Federal Control of Police Department 

 
STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – Arizona State Representative David Marshall and other House 
Republican members today sent a letter urging Democratic Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego to swiftly 
reject any consent decree proposed by President Biden’s Department of Justice (DOJ) to turn control 
of the Phoenix Police Department over to the federal government.  
 
“As you know, the DOJ has used consent decrees to remove local control from police departments 
in metropolitan cities across the United States. Relinquishing local control of these critical agencies 
to the federal government has been disastrous for both the public safety of the residents in those 
cities and for taxpayers. Arizonans have already suffered the drastic consequences of the DOJ 
consent decree over the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Department for the past decade, as Maricopa 
County Sheriff Penzone and Maricopa County Attorney Mitchell have warned. Giving any 
consideration to a DOJ consent decree could very well lead to a massive exodus of police officers—
at a time when the police force in Phoenix is already severely understaffed (approximately 500 
officers short, according to recent reports).” 
 
The full letter is attached below. 
 
David Marshall is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative 
LD 7, which includes Pinal, Gila, Coconino, and Navajo Counties. Follow him on X/Twitter at 
@DaveMarshallAZ. 
 

### 
 
 
 



J\riJ!:otut ~ous.e of ~.epr.es.enhdiu.es 
Jq1nmix, J\rh:ontt 85007 

Via Email and US. Mail 
Mayor Gallego 
Phoenix City Councilmembers 
200 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 

December 4, 2023 

Re: Department of Justice (DOJ) Consent Decree 

Dear Mayor Gallego and Councilmembers: 

My colleagues and I write to you in our official capacities to express concerns that we share with 
our constituents and many other organizations about the possibility of the DOJ taking control of the Phoenix 
Police Department. We are optimistic that you will swiftly reject any consent decree proposed by the DOJ 
and challenge the findings in the forthcoming DOJ report. 

As you know, the DOJ has used consent decrees to remove local control from police departments 
in metropolitan cities across the United States. Relinquishing local control of these critical agencies to the 
federal government has been disastrous for both the public safety of the residents in those cities and for 
taxpayers. Arizonans have already suffered the drastic consequences of the DOJ consent decree over the 
Maricopa County Sheriffs Department for the past decade, as Maricopa County Sheriff Penzone and 
Maricopa County Attorney Mitchell have warned. Giving any consideration to a DOJ consent decree could 
very well lead to a massive exodus of police officers-at a time when the police force in Phoenix is already 
severely understaffed (approximately 500 officers short, according to recent reports). 

The DOJ consent decree also implicates constitutional considerations. The Arizona Constitution 
prohibits the state and its political subdivisions from "using any personnel or financial resources to enforce, 
administer or cooperate" with any federal action or program that does not protect the checks and balances 
of the United States Constitution. Ariz. Const. art. 2, § 3; see also U.S. Const. amend. X. To preserve 
Arizona's sovereignty consistent with our state constitution, you must reject the DOJ's coercive consent 
decree. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter further. 

Respectfully, 

David Marshall 
Representative, LD7 



Letter to Phoenix Mayor Gallego & City Councilmembers 
December 4, 2023 
Page 2 of2 

Ben Toma 
Representative, LD27 
Speaker 

/~,,,_d,-
Tim Dunn 
Representative, LD25 

c.=~_-:I-~1 -11~-
Steve Montenegro 
Representative, LD29 

Representative LD 1 

f!aitf/U 
Representative, LD30 

/) 

~~ 
Barl5ara Parker 
Representative, LD 10 

~~ 
J~1ie Willoughby U 
Representative, LD13 

Leo Biasiucci 
Representative, LD30 
Majority Leader 

Laurin Hendrix 
Representative, LD 14 

~~-~#~-
QuafigNguyen 
Representative, LD 1 

;J/2{),--
Michael Carbone 
Representative, LD25 

Austin Smith 
Representative, LD29 

Rfi~ 
Representative, LD 17 

;?ut/__~~ ---- --Teresa ~inez ___ ) 
Representative, LD 16 
Majority Whip 

David Livingston 
Representative, LD28 

cf.., n,, Jacqrz: 
Representative, LD 15 

,,)~t ~ .tL 
{ ,/ 
Joseph Chaplik 
Representative, LD3 

~~ 
Alexander Kolodin 
Representative, LD3 

Kevin Payne 
Representative, LD27 


	231204MarshallLtr
	231204 Letter to Phoenix City Council


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.1000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

    /Arial-Black

    /Arial-BlackItalic

    /Arial-BoldItalicMT

    /Arial-BoldMT

    /Arial-ItalicMT

    /ArialMT

    /ArialNarrow

    /ArialNarrow-Bold

    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic

    /ArialNarrow-Italic

    /ArialUnicodeMS

    /CenturyGothic

    /CenturyGothic-Bold

    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic

    /CenturyGothic-Italic

    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT

    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT

    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT

    /CourierNewPSMT

    /Georgia

    /Georgia-Bold

    /Georgia-BoldItalic

    /Georgia-Italic

    /Impact

    /LucidaConsole

    /Tahoma

    /Tahoma-Bold

    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT

    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT

    /TimesNewRomanPSMT

    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic

    /TrebuchetMS

    /TrebuchetMS-Bold

    /TrebuchetMS-Italic

    /Verdana

    /Verdana-Bold

    /Verdana-BoldItalic

    /Verdana-Italic

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 150

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 150

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.76

    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 15

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects true

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [600 600]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



