NEWS RELEASE

Arizona House of Representatives

Representative David Marshall (R-7)
1700 West Washington « Phoenix, Arizona . 85007

Monday, December 4, 2023
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Arizona House Republicans Urge Phoenix Mayor to
Reject Federal Control of Police Department

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX — Arizona State Representative David Marshall and other House
Republican members today sent a letter urging Democratic Phoenix Mayor Kate Gallego to swiftly
reject any consent decree proposed by President Biden’s Department of Justice (DOJ) to turn control
of the Phoenix Police Department over to the federal government.

“As you know, the DOJ has used consent decrees to remove local control from police departments
in metropolitan cities across the United States. Relinquishing local control of these critical agencies
to the federal government has been disastrous for both the public safety of the residents in those
cities and for taxpayers. Arizonans have already suffered the drastic consequences of the DOJ
consent decree over the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Department for the past decade, as Maricopa
County Sheriff Penzone and Maricopa County Attorney Mitchell have warned. Giving any
consideration to a DOJ consent decree could very well lead to a massive exodus of police officers—
at a time when the police force in Phoenix is already severely understaffed (approximately 500
officers short, according to recent reports).”

The full letter is attached below.
David Marshall is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative
LD 7, which includes Pinal, Gila, Coconino, and Navajo Counties. Follow him on X/Twitter at

@DaveMarshallAZ.
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