NEWS RELEASE

Arizona House of Representatives
Representative Austin Smith (R-29)
1700 West Washington « Phoenix, Arizona . 85007

Wednesday, June 21, 2023
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Representative Austin Smith Calls on Board of Regents
to Investigate & Report on Free Speech Concerns at
Arizona State University

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - Recent developments at Arizona State University have prompted
questions whether free speech is being protected and fairly applied on its campus. State Representative
Austin Smith has written a letter to the Arizona Board of Regents, which oversees the state universities,
to obtain answers related to recent cases that appear to target and suppress conservative points of view.

“Free speech is paramount to the future of our Republic,” said Representative Smith. “Higher
education taxpayer-funded universities must be held to a higher standard regarding the First
Amendment. | am disturbed that this trend continues to happen at Arizona State University. |
have asked the Regents to do their job and seek answers immediately from Arizona State
administrators.”

A copy of Representative Smith’s letter to the Regents is attached.

Austin Smith is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative
District 29 in Goodyear, Surprise, EI Mirage, Youngtown, Wittmann, Morristown, and Allah. He serves
as Vice Chairman of the House Natural Resources, Energy & Water Committee and is also a member
of the Municipal Oversight & Elections, and Ways & Means Committees. Follow him on Twitter at
@azaustinsmith.
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