NEWS RELEASE

Arizona House of Representatives
Representative David Cook (R-7)
1700 West Washington « Phoenix, Arizona . 85007

Friday, April 21, 2023
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Chairman Cook Expresses Support for New State Trade
Offices in Sonora, Mexico & Toronto, Canada

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - In a letter sent to Arizona Governor Hobbs this week, State
Representative David Cook, Chairman of the House International Trade Committee, informs that he
recently met with Consul General of Mexico, Jorge Mendoza Yescas, and his team to discuss the
possibility of opening a fourth Arizona trade office in the State of Sonora. Despite it being our largest
trade state of Mexico, Arizona does not currently have a trade office there. Chairman Cook recommends
that an office should be established in Sonora and encourages the Governor’s consideration and support.

“Arizona should act now to increase its competitive positioning in the global arena on topics such
as the semiconductor industry, secured supply chains. and clean energy programs,” writes Cook.
“These topics have national security connotations that are crucial for Arizona's sustainable
economic development and our own border security in our region.”

Chairman Cook also reached out this week to the Chair of the Executive Council of Ontario to initiate
relations and plans for a future trade mission to his province. Canada is Arizona’s largest foreign direct
investment contributor.

“A crucial aspect of this trip is to ordain long-lasting government ties between Arizona and
Canada and, as such, formalize our relationship as a show of gratitude to the amazing Canadian
people we dearly call ‘Snowbirds’ and to those who have settled in Arizona and who provide so
much to our growing economy and diverse society,” wrote Chairman Cook. “An Arizona regional
office in Toronto shall be a testament to this impressive achievement of the Canadian people. This
testament shall cement our business-to-business and business-to- government bonds in the decades
to come, now, more than ever in the volatile geopolitical trends of the World.”

A copy of both letters is attached below.

David Cook is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative District
7, which includes Pinal, Gila, Coconino, and Navajo Counties. He is Chairman of the House
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee and the House International Trade Committee. Follow him
on Twitter at @RepDavidCook.
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Arizona should act now to increase its competitive positioning in the global arena on topics such
as the semiconductor industry, secured s1 ply chains, and clean energy programs. These topics
have national security connotations that are crucial for Arizona's sustainable economic
development and our own border security in our region.

I stand ready to work with you in any way possible.

Sincere'

The Honorable David Cook

Arizona House of Representatives, LD 7

House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chair
House International Trade Committee Chair

CC: Speaker Ben Toma






2) Visit financial institutions while in Toronto; and
3) Interact with top Canadian businesses, whose expertise ranges from aerospace and clean energy
to Fin-tech and defense & security, headquartered in Greater Toronto.

The Arizonan delegation would appreciate meeting with you and your team during the visit. A
crucial aspect of this trip is to ordain long-lasting government ties between Arizona and Canada
and, as such, formalize our relationship as a show of gratitude to the amazing Canadian people we
dearly call "Snowbirds" and to those who have settled in Arizona and who provide so much to our
growing economy and diverse society. Indeed, Canada is our largest IF'DI contributor in Arizona.

An Arizona regional office in Toronto sha be a testament to this impressive achievement of the
Canadian people. This testament shall cement our business-to-business and business-to-
government bonds in the decades to come, now. more than cver in the volatile geopolitical trends
of the World.

I stand ready to work together and seeing you hopefully soon in person in Toronto.

‘I'he Honorable David Cook

Arizona House of Representatives, LD 7

House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chair
House International Trade Committee Chair
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