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Governor Signs Representative Nguyen’s
Legislation to Extend Good Samaritan Protections
for Arizonans Who Help Overdose Victims

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - The Governor has signed HB 2168 into law, legislation which
was sponsored this session by State Representative Quang Nguyen to extend protection from
prosecution for Arizonans if they seek or provide good-faith medical help for a drug overdose.

“This is an example of good policy getting passed even with divided government,” said
Representative Nguyen. “Prosecuting people who seek or provide lifesaving assistance in drug
overdose cases can have a chilling effect and delay or even prevent timely help during a
medical emergency. | appreciate the strong support of fellow legislators on both sides of the
aisle to extend this important protection for Arizonans. It will undoubtedly help save lives.”

In 2018, the Legislature enacted a series of statutory and session law changes related to the
prescribing, administering, dispensing and use of opioid drugs, including the provision of
immunity from criminal prosecution for possession of a controlled substance or illicit drug to any
Good Samaritan seeking medical assistance, in good faith, for themselves or another individual
experiencing a drug-related overdose. By law, the Good Samaritan protections were to
automatically repeal on July 1, 2023.

Representative Nguyen’s bill extends the repeal date until June 30, 2028. Because the bill passed
with an emergency clause, it was effective immediately when signed by the Governor.

Quang Nguyen is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving
Legislative District 1 in Yavapai County and is Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee.
Follow him on Twitter at @QuangNguyenAZ.
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https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/78266
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