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NEWS RELEASE 

 

Arizona House of Representatives 
Representative Jake Hoffman (R-12) 

1700 West Washington  Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 
Monday, October 4, 2021 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Statement on Arizona State University’s 
Institutionalization of Racism & Neo-Segregation 

 
STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – State Representative Jake Hoffman along with 20 fellow 
legislators today issued the following statement on a highly concerning situation that recently 
unfolded at Arizona State University (STORY & VIDEO HERE): 
 
“It has come to light following the racially-motivated harassment of two students and their 
subsequent removal from one of the campus’ study facilities that ASU has allowed a culture 
of institutionalized racism and neo-segregation to take hold on its campus. 
 
“This situation is highly concerning and reflects the worst, most divisive elements of 
humanity.  It also raises many questions about Arizona’s public university system on issues 
ranging from funding to systemic breakdowns in management, oversight, and 
accountability. 
 
“The racially-charged removal of these students from the multicultural center begs the 
question of why Arizonans are being forced to spend tens, potentially hundreds, of millions 
of their hard-earned tax dollars on a building at a public university that some of our citizens 
are not allowed to use? 
 
“Even the mere notion that Arizona State University, under the leadership of Michael Crow, 
is using taxpayer dollars to institutionalize racism and further divide our society by enabling 
neo-segregation is reprehensible; witnessing proof of it demands legislative action. 
 
“Racism has no place in America. The institutionalization of racism and the exploitation of 
taxpayer dollars to implement it certainly has no place in Arizona, or any other state.  Doing 
so is a disgusting abuse of the public trust and resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.yahoo.com/now/asu-students-harassed-multicultural-center-150628460.html
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“As a member of Arizona’s House Committee on Appropriations, I will be fighting alongside 
the undersigned Legislators to get to the bottom of this and take the appropriate action in 
the upcoming budget.  Not one penny of taxpayer money should be appropriated to a public 
institution that in any way enables racism or neo-segregation. Period.” 
 
Signed, 
 
Representative Jake Hoffman 
Speaker Pro Tempore Travis Grantham 
House Majority Whip Leo Biasiucci 
Representative Brenda Barton 
Representative Walt Blackman 
Representative Joseph Chaplik 
Representative John Fillmore 
Representative Steve Kaiser 
Representative John Kavanagh 
Representative Becky Nutt 
Representative Quang Nguyen 

Representative Jacqueline Parker 
Representative Beverly Pingerelli 
Representative Justin Wilmeth 
Senate Majority Whip Sonny Borrelli 
Senator Nancy Barto 
Senator David Livingston 
Senator Warren Petersen 
Senator Wendy Rogers 
Senator T.J. Shope 
Senator Kelly Townsend 

 
Jake Hoffman is a Republican member of the Arizona House of Representatives serving Legislative 
District 12, encompassing Gilbert & Queen Creek, and parts of Pinal County. 
 

### 
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