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Representative Thorpe: New COVID-related 
Government Mandates Unwarranted 

 
STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – Representative Bob Thorpe (R-6) today issued a statement of 
concern regarding new government-issued mandates stemming from a rise in coronavirus cases in 
Arizona. 
 
“Actual statewide hospitalization numbers: only 24 percent of the Arizona hospital beds 
currently in use are being used by COVID-19 patients. For example, currently Flagstaff 
Medical Center (FMC) has only 15 COVID-19 patients within the hospital, and there is no 
immediate concern at this time with limited bed capacity. Including elective procedures, 
FMC is currently at about 78 percent capacity. If FMC sees a substantial spike in COVID-
19 patients, it will reduce or stop elective procedures in order to create additional bed 
capacity. 
 
“On March 31st, World Health Organization officials recommended that people NOT wear 
face masks, unless they are sick with COVID-19 or caring for someone who is sick. Governor 
Ducey has previously stated that he would not mandate the wearing of masks, especially 
when you consider that the vast majority of Arizona citizens do not have COVID-19. I 
strongly disagree with Ducey’s latest reversal, now allowing liberal mayors, like here in 
Flagstaff, to mandate the wearing of masks.  
 
“The executive branches of our government, including our governor and mayors, do not 
have the constitutional legislative authority to make laws, such as mandating what citizens 
can be forced to wear. Ironically, with the police-defunding efforts of liberals, like those on 
the Flagstaff City Council, who exactly will enforce the mask-wearing mandate? Prior to 
ticketing or arresting any of us for not wearing a mask, citizens must demand to know exactly 
which ‘enacted’ Arizona laws that they are violating.” 
 

### 
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