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NEWS RELEASE 

 

Arizona House of Representatives 
Representative Mark Finchem (R-11) 

1700 West Washington  Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 
Friday, June 5, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Rep. Finchem to Democrats: “Calls for ‘police reform’ 
lack specifics and ring hollow when real solutions matter” 
 
STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – Representative Mark Finchem (R-11) issued a statement today 
criticizing a lack of substance and specifics from legislative Democrats as they call for a special 
session on “police reform,” and challenging them to publicly release their proposed changes to 
existing state law: 
 
“The senseless killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota is an undeniable tragedy. The 
individual officers involved are rightfully being held responsible by the justice system; a system 
that has convicted other law enforcement officers for similar wrong doing in the past. 
  
“On Wednesday, House and Senate Democrats sought to capitalize on the moment, issuing a letter 
to Governor Ducey calling on him to convene a special session this summer to address so-called 
‘police reform.’ However, Democrats failed to outline what specific policies they support or what 
changes in law that they seek.  
 
“It’s important that they do so, as calls for ‘police reform’ that lack specifics suggest political 
pandering and ring hollow in a time when real solutions matter. Calls for defunding police 
departments are absurd and sophomoric in a time when communities demand that the highest 
caliber individuals fill positions to respond to the needs of crime victims, on their worst day. 
 
“The truth is that House and Senate Democrats have been hostile to Republican attempts to address 
the issue of tense situation de-escalation through training. The highest potential for injury of both 
suspects and law enforcement officers is during physical arrest confrontations – and that is why 
House and Senate Republicans have consistently (over the last four years) advocated for more de-
escalation training across the state.  
 
“While they issue press releases demanding action, Democrats’ voting records tell another, 
troubling story when it comes to past support for additional officer training. On five separate 
occasions, Democrats in both the Senate and House of Representatives voted NAY to fund 
programs that would have addressed the very issue they now demand a special session for.”   
 

Background 
 
HB 2695 (general appropriations act; 2016-2017)—2016 Legislative Session—Appropriated 

$2.1 million for group of training simulators. 
 

• Dems voting Yes: None 
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• Dems voting No: Sen. Bradley, Sen. Contreras, Sen. Dalessandro, Sen. Farley, Sen. Hobbs, 
Sen. Meza, Sen. Miranda, Sen. Pancrazi, Sen. Quezada, Sen. Sherwood, Rep. Alston, Rep. 
Andrade, Rep. Benally, Rep. Bolding, Rep. Cardenas, Rep. Clark, Rep. Espinoza, Rep. 
Fernandez, Rep. Friese, Rep. Gabaldon, Rep. Gonzales, Rep. Hale, Rep. Kopec, Rep. 
Larkin, Rep. Mach, Rep. Mendez, Rep. Meyer, Rep. Otondo, Rep. Plumlee, Rep. Rios, 
Rep. Saldate, Rep. Velasquez, Rep. Wheeler. 

• Dems not voting: Sen. Cajero Bedford, Sen. McGuire  
 
 
HB 2527 (ticket surcharge; public safety equipment)—2018 Legislative Session—Created 

the Fund and established the assessment. 
 

• Dems voting Yes: Sen. Bowie, Sen. Bradley, Sen. Cajero Bedford, Sen. Contreras, Sen. 
Farley, Sen. Hobbs, Sen. Meza, Sen. Miranda, Sen. Otondo, Sen. Peshlakai. Rep. Alston, 
Rep. Bolding, Rep. Butler, Rep. Cardenas, Rep. Chavez, Rep. Clark, Rep. Engel, Rep. 
Epstein, Rep. Espinoza, Rep. Friese, Rep. Gabaldon, Rep. Daniel Hernandez, Rep. 
Martinez, Rep. Navarrete, Rep. Peten, Rep. Saldate.  

• Dems voting No: Sen. Dalessandro, Sen. Mendez, Sen. Quezada, Rep. Andrade, Rep. 
Benally, Rep. Blanc, Rep. Descheenie, Rep. Fernandez, Rep. Gonzales, Rep. Powers 
Hannley, Rep. Salman 

• Dems not voting: Rep. Rios. 
• Sens. Dalessandro and Quezada voted Yes on Third Reading and No on Final Reading 

 
 
HB 2328 (appropriation; peace officer training equipment)—2019 Session—Failed to pass 

Would have provided a simulator to the Glendale Regional Training Academy. 
 

• Dems voting Yes: None 
• Dems voting No: Rep. Andrade, Rep. Blanc, Rep. Bolding, Rep. Butler, Rep. Cano, Rep. 

Chavez, Rep. DeGrazia, Rep. Engel, Rep. Epstein, Rep. Espinoza, Rep. Fernandez, Rep. 
Friese, Rep. Gabaldon, Rep. Alma Hernandez, Rep. Daniel Hernandez, Rep. Jermaine, 
Rep. Lieberman, Rep. Longdon, Rep. Meza, Rep. Pawlik, Rep. Peten, Rep. Powers 
Hannley, Rep. Rep. Rodriguez, Rep. Salman, Rep. Shah, Rep. Sierra, Rep. Teller, Rep. 
Teran, Rep. Tsosie. 

 
 

HB 2076 (virtual training simulators; location)—2019 Legislative Session—Placed 
simulator at Glendale Regional Training Academy. 

 
• Dems voting Yes: Sen. Bowie, Sen. Bradley, Sen. Otondo, Sen. Steele, Rep. Bolding, Rep. 

Butler, Rep. Chavez, Rep. DeGrazia, Rep. Engel, Rep. Epstein, Rep. Espinoza, Rep. Friese, 
Rep. Gabaldon, Rep. Alma Hernandez, Rep. Daniel Hernandez, Rep. Jermaine, Rep. 
Lieberman, Rep. Longdon, Rep. Meza, Rep. Pawlik, Rep. Peten, Rep. Rodriguez, Rep. 
Shah, Rep. Sierra, Rep. Teller, Rep. Tsosie. 

• Dems voting No: Sen. Alston, Sen. Dalessandro, Sen. Gonzales, Sen. Mendez, Sen. 
Peshlakai, Sen. Quezada, Rep. Andrade, Rep. Blanc, Rep. Cano, Rep. Fernandez, Rep. 
Powers Hannley, Rep. Salman, Rep. Teran. 

• Dems not voting: Sen. Contreras, Sen. Navarrete, Sen. Rios 
• All House Dems voted No on First Final Reading but many voted Yes on reconsideration.  
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HB 2471 (assessment; peace officer training equipment)—2020 Session—Failed to pass. 

Would have collected $4 assessment for the Fund on all criminal and civil violations. 
 

• Dems voting Yes: Rep. Butler, Rep. Engel, Rep. Alma Hernandez, Rep. Daniel Hernandez, 
Rep. Jermaine, Rep. Lieberman, Rep. Meza, Rep. Sierra, Rep. Teller. 

• Dems voting No: Rep. Andrade, Rep. Blanc, Rep. Cano, Rep. Chavez, Rep. DeGrazia, 
Rep. Epstein, Rep. Espinoza, Rep. Fernandez, Rep. Friese, Rep. Gabaldon, Rep. Longdon, 
Rep. Pawlik, Rep. Peten, Rep. Powers Hannley, Rep. Rodriguez, Rep. Salman, Rep. Shah, 
Rep. Teran, Rep. Tsosie.  

• Dems not voting: Rep. Bolding 
 

### 
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