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Representative Tim Dunn Encourages Arizona
Churches to Reopen Services Safely

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - Representative Tim Dunn (R-13) today encouraged Arizona
churches to reopen services to the public, while continuing to prioritize safety during the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.

“This past weekend, Champion Church in Yuma, my home church, was one of the first
houses of worship in Arizona to reopen its doors to the public since Governor Ducey’s ‘Stay
Home, Stay Health, Stay Connected’ order began,” said Representative Tim Dunn. “Churches
are constitutionally covered as essential services and are protected from being closed, which
was confirmed in a formal opinion from the Attorney General’s Office last Thursday.”

“I encourage other houses of worship across the state to take the needed precautions based
on their congregation size and situation to comfortably open their doors as soon as they are
ready. Here at Champion Church, my fellow board members and I chose to require masks
of everyone in attendance, along with several other hygienic measures that we are confident
will make our community safer.”

“With churches reopening and Governor Ducey’s announcements to reopen retail,
restaurants, and barber shops, | believe our state is on the right track in balancing economic
prosperity and the safety of Arizonans.”

Last week, Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich issued a formal legal opinion confirming
that attending religious services is an essential activity under the express terms of Executive Order
2020-18. As the Attorney General explained, the Executive Order "provides flexibility to
individuals engaged in [such] constitutionally protected activities by encouraging” that they be
“conducted in a manner that provides appropriate physical distancing to the extent feasible.”
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