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NEWS RELEASE 

 

Arizona House of Representatives 
Representative Mark Finchem (R-11) 

1700 West Washington  Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Rep. Finchem: AZ Secretary of State Must Comply 
with Law, Allow Candidates to Collect Nomination 

Petitions Online 
 
STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – Representative Mark Finchem (R-11), Chairman of the House 
Federal Relations Committee, today released the following statement: 
 
“The E-Qual online portal system, which is managed by the Arizona Secretary of State, has 
been up and running since before the 2018 election, accepting candidate nomination petition 
signatures for federal, statewide, and legislative offices.  
 
“Under state law, candidates for city, town, or county office, and precinct committeeman are 
also entitled to online signature collection but, thus far, they have been denied access to the 
state’s E-Qual portal. The Secretary of State’s office has not yet fully complied with the law, 
even though funds were allocated in prior years budgets to update the system. 
 
“The law is clear. Providing a secure online signature collection portal for candidates 
running for city, town, or county office, or for precinct committeeman, is not optional for the 
Secretary of State. Arizona Revised Statutes 16-317.A reads, ‘Notwithstanding any other 
statute in this title, the secretary of state shall provide a system for qualified electors to sign a 
nomination petition for candidates for city or town office, county office and the office of precinct 
committeeman by way of a secure internet portal.’  
 
“Social distancing measures necessitated by the coronavirus pandemic are a sound public 
health practice, but it is having severe negative impact on the ability of candidates running 
for various offices around the state to collect in-person nomination petitions, as well as 
county officials who manage elections.  
 
“With the April 6 filing deadline fast approaching, time is running out for many of these 
candidates who are struggling to collect enough signatures – a great many of whom should, 
under law, be allowed to collect signatures online, but cannot because the Secretary of State’s 
failure to make the E-Qual portal accessible to them.  
 
 
 

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00317.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00317.htm
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“Several county recorders have shared with me the cavalier attitude expressed to them by 
the Secretary of State’s office. Cochise County Recorder David Stevens told me that county 
recorders already have the data needed by the Secretary of State to make it work, it is just a 
case of expanding the system to include the county, local, and precinct committeeman 
positions. Stevens added that he has repeatedly offered to be a county test site, but the last 
feedback he received was that the Secretary of State will address the issue after the 2020 
elections. 
 
“Three years of non-compliance is enough, and the taxpayers who have already paid for this 
service deserve to understand why. The Secretary of State must address it now.” 
 

### 
 
 
CONTACT: 
Andrew Wilder 
Director of Communications 
Republican Majority Caucus 
(602) 926-5299 
awilder@azleg.gov 
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