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Rep. Mark Finchem and Sen. Sonny Borrelli Call for
Investigation of Arizona Department of Education
After Massive Privacy Breach

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - Representative Mark Finchem (R-11) and Senator Sonny
Borrelli (R-5) today called for a federal investigation of the Arizona Department of Education
(ADE) after it was reported Monday by the Arizona Capitol Times that ADE had released
improperly redacted records exposing personal information of nearly 7,000 parents and students
who are using the state-run Empowerment Scholarship Account (ESA) program. The ESA
program is a model for other states seeking school choice options for children trapped
in inadequate or failing education environments.

“Upon learning of the privacy breach out of the Arizona Department of Education which
compromised the personal information these 7,000 families, my office has contacted the U.S.
Attorney’s Office to request a full investigation of thisegregious violation of federal
statutes,” said Representative Finchem, chairman of the House Federal Relations Committee.
“This is an incredibly serious matter, as there are not only apparent violations of the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), but potentially several other state privacy
laws that may have been broken due to the Department’s actions.”

“This privacy breakdown already has and will continue to cause severe stress for thousands
of Arizona families as they learn that their personal data is now in the hands of media
reporters and a third-party group (Save Our Schools) that lobbies against their families and
the ESA program.”

“Superintendent Hoffman is on record of being an adversary and not an advocate of the
program. This privacy breach is one of the worst the state has seen and points to sloppy
management or, worse, an intentional act to harass parents and children.”

“l am appalled that the Superintendent’s office has exposed the State of Arizona and its
taxpayers to serious civil liability with the release of this most precious and guarded
information,” said Senator Borrelli, a member of the Senate Committee on Education. “Exposing
private personal information of parents and students is absolutely unacceptable.”
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