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Rep. Shawnna Bolick: New Grant Funds Available
to Aid Victims of Human Trafficking

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - Representative Shawnna Bolick (R-20) today announced the
availability of new grants for nonprofit organizations that aid victims of human trafficking.

In the 2019 legislative session, Representative Bolick was instrumental in directing $300,000 from
the Consumer Protection Consumer Fraud Revolving Fund to aid human trafficking survivors
through competitive grant awards for nonprofit organizations providing housing, counseling, and
other critical services.

The Arizona Attorney General’s Office will administer the grants and is now accepting
applications from eligible organizations. The grant application window closes on March 7. One-
time grants of up to $75,000 each are available. To apply for the grant or to learn more, go here:
https://gn.ecivis.com/GO/gn_redir/T/1fgxlroxzqz9y.

“Human trafficking is modern-day slavery,” said Representative Bolick. “We need to do a
better job as a community to find ways to eradicate it in Arizona and aid survivors. | have
spent time in recent years visiting groups in the Valley that help these survivors rebuild their
lives through job training, housing, and education. 1 am happy to report that nonprofits may
now apply for those grants online.”

In recognition of Human Trafficking Awareness Month, Representative Bolick last week
introduced legislation to help victims collect damages from a person or group who knowingly
benefited from trafficking.

Human trafficking impacts individuals, families, and communities around the world. Traffickers
routinely target at-risk populations, especially women and girls. Victims have often experienced
or been exposed to forms of violence, such as: child abuse, maltreatment, interpersonal violence,
sexual assault, and community and gang violence. Traffickers also target individuals that lack a
stable support system, such as: runaway and homeless youth, unaccompanied minors, and persons
displaced during natural disasters.

According to the National Human Trafficking Hotline, 231 cases were reported in Arizona during
2018, of which 158 were for sex trafficking.
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