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Rep. Osborne Congratulates Grant Recipients
Whose Projects Will Combat Nonnative Invasive
Plants Around State

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX - Representative Joanne Osborne (R-13) expressed
congratulations to the 2019 Invasive Plant Grant recipients whose projects will treat invasive plant
infestations threatening forested, woodland, or rangeland areas around Arizona.

“Nonnative invasive plants are a serious threat across the state of Arizona,” said
Representative Osborne. “I am very pleased to see these projects selected to receive funding
because the work is critical. Invasive plants such as saltcedar consume lots of water,
competing with native plants. Its presence has created greater fire and flooding danger and
put local wildlife and vegetation in jeopardy.”

In the 2019 legislative session, Representative Osborne led efforts to establish the Nonnative
Vegetation Species Eradication Fund to provide grant money for nonnative invasive plant
eradication projects, such as saltcedar and buffelgrass. Project work assists in preventing fire and
flooding, conserving water, replacing nonnative vegetative species with native species, and
restoring habitat to wildlife.

The Legislature appropriated $2 million in FY 2020, and $1 million per year for FY 2021-2029,
to the Nonnative Vegetation Species Eradication Fund.

Grants from the fund are awarded and administered through the Arizona Department of Forestry
and Fire Management's (DFFM) Invasive Plant Program. DFFM has selected 11 project
applications for 2019 funding, which are listed in the chart below.



Applicant County Target species
Gila Watershed Partnership Graham Saltcedar
AZ Game and Fish Dept Pinal Saltcedar
Pima County Pima Multiple
The Arboretum at Flagstaff Coconino Multiple
AZ Sonoran Desert Musem Pima Buffelgrass
ADOT - NW District Yavapai Buffelgrass
Borderlands Restoration Santa Cruz Johnsongrass
Arizona Wilderness Coalition Pinal Saltcedar
Yuma Crossing NHAC Yuma Saltcedar
Landsward Foundation Coconino Saltcedar
Appleton-Whittell Research Ranch Santa Cruz Multiple
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