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Representative Mark Finchem Blasts Pima County 

Supervisors for Rejecting Federal Border Security 

Funds 

  

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX –  Representative Mark Finchem (R-11) today released the 

following statement regarding the decision by the Pima County Board of Supervisors to end the 

county’s participation in Operation Stonegarden by rejecting $1.4 million in federal funds to 

enhance border security: 
  

“I am disgusted by the display of pure partisan politics over public safety, and the display of 

depraved indifference that the 3-1 vote of the Board of Supervisors engaged in at last 

Tuesday’s meeting. As all hands are on deck to combat the opioid crisis, Supervisors Bronson, 

Elias, and Valadez are missing in action. 

  
“Here are the facts: on Tuesday, September 4th Pima County Supervisors Bronson, Elias, and 

Valadez showed just how much they care about public safety. In a 3-1 vote, with Supervisor 

Steve Christy objecting, Supervisors Bronson, Elias, and Valadez prevented the Pima County 

Sheriff's office from receiving $1.4 million in federal Department of Homeland Security 

funding. The Sheriff's office has received the law enforcement funding annually for over 10 

years, paying for participation in Operation Stonegarden, a joint mission between the Arizona 

Department of Public Safety, the Pima County Sheriff’s Office, and the United States Border 

Patrol. County Manager Chuck Huckleberry even advised against this move but was 

apparently dismissed by the majority on the Board, in line with the vociferous hatred of all 

things Trump, consequences be damned. 
  
“When Governor Ducey called on the Legislature to help him provide meaningful action 

through robust public policy to address the opioid crisis that has gripped Arizona and points 

beyond our state, we responded. When will Supervisor Valadez care about the children who 

are already here and stop the political grandstanding? Supervisor Valadez’s statement on the 

record say it all: 

http://pima.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=7&clip_id=705
http://pima.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=7&clip_id=705


  

‘Operation Stonegarden has been routinely approved by the Board of Supervisors for the 

last 12 years. The primary reason it is getting this level of scrutiny today is because of the 

policies of the current administration. The policy of no tolerance, the policy of separating 

children from their families, the policy of having no real action on DACA, the present 

policy that criminalizes asylum seekers, the unrelenting and misplaced faith in the border 

wall, and God knows what’s next.’ 

  
‘So, until we have an administration that has a better prospective or realistic approach to 

our immigration issue, I’m not going to be able to support that. And with that I move that 

we terminate Operation Stonegarden contract.’ 
  

“Operation Stonegarden has been an integral part of the strategy to shut down the flow of 

drugs into our communities. When opioids show up in our public schools, even to the level of 

our elementary schools, who with sound mind and good judgment would stand in the way of 

funding effective interdiction? I was stunned to hear Supervisor Valadez's remarks; the 

grotesque irresponsibility of such a statement gives the most reasonable minds amongst us 

pause to ask: when will these three people, representing nearly a million citizens, show they 

care more about our children and less about their political agenda?” 
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