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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 25-503, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
25-503.  Order for support; methods of payment; modification; 4 

termination; statute of limitations; judgment on 5 
arrearages; notice; security 6 

A.  In any proceeding in which there is at issue the support of a 7 
child, the court may order either or both parents to pay any amount 8 
necessary for the support of the child.  WHEN ENTERING AN ORDER OF SUPPORT 9 
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE COURT MAY NOT CONSIDER IMPUTED INCOME OF 10 
EITHER OR BOTH PARENTS AND SHALL LIMIT THE CALCULATION TO FACTUAL INCOME 11 
THAT IS PRESENTED AS EVIDENCE BEFORE THE COURT.  If the court order does 12 
not specify the date when current support begins, the support obligation 13 
begins to accrue on the first day of the month following the entry of the 14 
order.  If any form of payment is rightfully dishonored by the payor bank 15 
or other drawee, any subsequent support payments and handling fees shall 16 
be paid only by cash, money order, cashier's check, traveler's check or 17 
certified check.  The department may collect from the drawer of a 18 
dishonored payment an amount allowed pursuant to section 44-6852.  19 
Pursuant to sections 35-146 and 35-147, The department shall deposit, 20 
PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 35-146 AND 35-147, monies collected pursuant to this 21 
subsection in a child support enforcement administration fund.  If a party 22 
THAT IS required to pay support by guaranteed means demonstrates full and 23 
timely payment for twenty-four consecutive months, that party may pay 24 
support by regularly accepted forms of payment if these payments are for 25 
the full amount, are timely tendered and are not rightfully dishonored by 26 
the payor bank or other drawee.  On a showing of good cause, the court may 27 
order that the party or parties required to pay support give reasonable 28 
security for these payments.  If the court sets an appearance bond and the 29 
obligor fails to appear, the bond is forfeited and credited against any 30 
support owed by the party required to pay support.  This subsection does 31 
not apply to payments that are made by means of a wage assignment. 32 

B.  On a showing that an income withholding order has been 33 
ineffective to secure the timely payment of support and that an amount 34 
equal to six months of current support has accrued, the court shall 35 
require the obligor to give security, post bond or give some other 36 
guarantee to secure overdue support. 37 

C.  In title IV-D cases, and in all other cases subject to an income 38 
withholding order issued on or after January 1, 1994, after notice to the 39 
party entitled to receive support, the department or its agent may direct 40 
the party obligated to pay support or other payor to make payment to the 41 
support payment clearinghouse.  The department or its agent shall provide 42 
notice by first class mail. 43 

D.  The obligation for current child support shall be fully met 44 
before any payments under an order of assignment may be applied to the 45 
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payment of arrearages.  If a party is obligated to pay support for more 1 
than one family and the amount available is not sufficient to meet the 2 
total combined current support obligation, any monies shall be allocated 3 
to each family as follows: 4 

1.  The amount of current support ordered in each case shall be 5 
added to obtain the total support obligation. 6 

2.  The ordered amount in each case shall be divided by the total 7 
support obligation to obtain a percentage of the total amount due. 8 

3.  The amount available from the obligor's income shall be 9 
multiplied by the percentage under paragraph 2 of this subsection to 10 
obtain the amount to be allocated to each family. 11 

E.  Any order for child support may be modified or terminated on a 12 
showing of changed circumstance that is substantial and continuing, except 13 
as to any amount that may have accrued as an arrearage before the date of 14 
notice of the motion or order to show cause to modify or terminate.  The 15 
addition of health insurance coverage as defined in section 25-531 or a 16 
change in the availability of health insurance coverage may constitute a 17 
continuing and substantial change in circumstance.  Modification and 18 
termination are effective on the first day of the month following notice 19 
of the petition for modification or termination unless the court, for good 20 
cause shown, orders the change to become effective at a different date but 21 
not earlier than the date of filing the petition for modification or 22 
termination.  The order of modification or termination may include an 23 
award of attorney fees and court costs to the prevailing party. 24 

F.  On petition of a person who has been ordered to pay child 25 
support pursuant to a presumption of paternity established pursuant to 26 
section 25-814, the court may order the petitioner's support to terminate 27 
if the court finds based on clear and convincing evidence that paternity 28 
was established by fraud, duress or material mistake of fact.  Except for 29 
good cause shown, the petitioner's support obligations continue in effect 30 
until the court has ruled in favor of the petitioner.  The court shall 31 
order the petitioner, each child who is the subject of the petition and 32 
the child's mother to submit to genetic testing and shall order the 33 
appropriate testing procedures to determine the child's inherited 34 
characteristics, including blood and tissue type.  If the court finds that 35 
the petitioner is not the child's biological father, the court shall 36 
vacate the determination of paternity and terminate the support 37 
obligation.  Unless otherwise ordered by the court, an order vacating a 38 
support obligation is prospective and does not alter the petitioner's 39 
obligation to pay child support arrearages or any other amount previously 40 
ordered by the court.  If the court finds that it is in the child's best 41 
interests, the court may order the biological father to pay restitution to 42 
the petitioner for any child support paid before the court ruled in favor 43 
of the petitioner pursuant to this subsection. 44 
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G.  Notwithstanding subsection E of this section, in a title IV-D 1 
case a party, or the department or its agent if there is an assignment of 2 
rights under section 46-407, may request every three years that an order 3 
for child support be reviewed and, if appropriate, adjusted.  The request 4 
may be made without a specific showing of a changed circumstance that is 5 
substantial and continuing.  The department or its agent shall conduct the 6 
review in accordance with the child support guidelines of this state.  If 7 
appropriate, the department shall file a petition in the superior court to 8 
adjust the support amount.  Every three years the department or its agent 9 
shall notify the parties of their right to request a review of the order 10 
for support.  The department or its agent shall notify the parties by 11 
first class mail at their last known address or by including the notice in 12 
an order. 13 

H.  If a party in a title IV-D case requests a review and adjustment 14 
sooner than three years, the party shall demonstrate a changed 15 
circumstance that is substantial and continuing. 16 

I.  The right of a party entitled to receive support or the 17 
department to receive child support payments as provided in the court 18 
order vests as each installment falls due.  Each vested child support 19 
installment is enforceable as a final judgment by operation of law.  The 20 
department or its agent or a party entitled to receive support may also 21 
file a request for written judgment for support arrearages. 22 

J.  Voluntary relinquishment of physical custody of a child to the 23 
obligor from the obligee is an affirmative defense in whole or in part to 24 
a petition for enforcement of child support arrears.  In determining 25 
whether the relinquishment was voluntary, the court shall consider whether 26 
there is any evidence or history of any of the following: 27 

1.  Domestic violence. 28 
2.  Parental kidnapping. 29 
3.  Custodial interference. 30 
K.  The relinquishment pursuant to subsection J of this section must 31 

have been for a time period in excess of any court-ordered period of 32 
parenting time and the obligor must have supplied actual support for the 33 
child. 34 

L.  If the obligee, the department or their agents make efforts to 35 
collect a child support debt more than ten years after the emancipation of 36 
the youngest child subject to the order, the obligor may assert as a 37 
defense, and has the burden to prove, that the obligee or the department 38 
unreasonably delayed in attempting to collect the child support debt.  On 39 
a finding of unreasonable delay a tribunal, as defined in section 25-1202, 40 
may determine that some or all of the child support debt is no longer 41 
collectible after the date of the finding. 42 

M.  Notwithstanding any other law, any judgment for support and for 43 
associated costs and attorney fees is exempt from renewal and is 44 
enforceable until paid in full. 45 
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N.  If a party entitled to receive child support or spousal 1 
maintenance or the department or its agent enforcing an order of support 2 
has not received court-ordered payments, the party entitled to receive 3 
support or spousal maintenance or the department or its agent may file 4 
with the clerk of the superior court a request for judgment of arrearages 5 
and an affidavit indicating the name of the party obligated to pay support 6 
and the amount of the arrearages.  The request must include notice of the 7 
requirements of this section and the right to request a hearing within 8 
twenty days after service in this state or within thirty days after 9 
service outside this state.  The request, affidavit and notice must be 10 
served pursuant to the Arizona rules of family law procedure on all 11 
parties, including the department or its agents in title IV-D cases.  In a 12 
title IV-D case, the department or its agent may serve all parties by 13 
certified mail, return receipt requested.  Within twenty days after 14 
service in this state or within thirty days after service outside this 15 
state, a party may file a request for a hearing if the arrearage amount or 16 
the identity of the person is in dispute.  If a hearing is not requested 17 
within the time provided, or if the court finds that the objection is 18 
unfounded, the court must review the affidavit and grant an appropriate 19 
judgment against the party obligated to pay support.  20 

O.  If after reasonable efforts to locate the obligee the clerk or 21 
support payment clearinghouse is unable to deliver payments for a period 22 
of one hundred twenty days after the date the first payment is returned as 23 
undeliverable due to the failure of a party to whom the support has been 24 
ordered to be paid to notify the clerk or support payment clearinghouse of 25 
a change in address, the clerk or support payment clearinghouse shall 26 
return that and all other unassigned payments to the obligor unless there 27 
is an agreement of the obligor to pay assigned arrears and other debts 28 
owed to the state. 29 

P.  If the obligee of a child support order marries the obligor of 30 
the child support order, that order automatically terminates on the last 31 
day of the month in which the marriage takes place and arrearages do not 32 
accrue after that date.  However, the obligee or the state may collect 33 
child support arrearages that accrued before that date.  The obligee, the 34 
obligor or the department or its agent in a title IV-D case may file a 35 
request or stipulation to terminate or adjust any existing order of 36 
assignment pursuant to section 25-504 or 25-505.01. 37 

Q.  For the purposes of this chapter, a child is emancipated: 38 
1.  On the date of the child's marriage. 39 
2.  On the child's eighteenth birthday.  40 
3.  When the child is adopted. 41 
4.  When the child dies. 42 
5.  On the termination of the support obligation if support is 43 

extended beyond the age of majority pursuant to section 25-501, subsection 44 
A or section 25-320, subsections E and F.  45 
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Sec. 2.  Title 25, chapter 11, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1 
is amended by adding section 25-1502, to read: 2 

25-1502.  Award; attorney fees; limit; court-ordered services 3 
A.  IN ANY PROCEEDING BROUGHT PURSUANT TO THIS TITLE, IF THE COURT 4 

ENTERS AN AWARD OF ATTORNEY FEES, THE COURT SHALL ORDER THAT THE TOTAL 5 
AWARD OF ATTORNEY FEES BE PAID FROM THE COMMUNITY ASSETS OF THE PARTIES.  6 
IF THERE ARE NO COMMUNITY ASSETS, THE COURT MAY NOT ASSESS ATTORNEY FEES 7 
AGAINST A PARTY IN AN AMOUNT THAT EXCEEDS FIFTEEN PERCENT OF THAT PARTY'S 8 
DISPOSABLE INCOME OR $8,000, WHICHEVER IS GREATER. 9 

B.  IN ANY PROCEEDING BROUGHT PURSUANT TO THIS TITLE, IF THE COURT 10 
ENTERS AN AWARD FOR THE PAYMENT OF COURT-ORDERED SERVICES, THE COURT MAY 11 
NOT CONSIDER THE IMPUTED INCOME OF EITHER OR BOTH PARENTS AND SHALL LIMIT 12 
THE CALCULATION TO AN AWARD THAT IS BASED ONLY ON THE FACTUAL INCOME THAT 13 
IS PRESENTED AS EVIDENCE BEFORE THE COURT.  14 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


