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S.B. 1283

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 12-120, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

12-120. Creation of court of appeals; court of record;

composition; sessions

A. A court of appeals is established and constitutes a single court
amd—such CONSISTING OF ALL COUNTIES IN THIS STATE. THE court OF APPEALS
shall be a court of record.

B. The court of appeals shall tedivided—mto—two divisions which
sttt —bedesigmated—as ivisTomr et visTom 22— Divisiom —t—shatt have
nineteen judges, consisting of the chief judge and six departments of
three judges each, denominated, respectively, department A, department B,
department C, department D, department E and department F. Bivisiom—=2

Stat—ave mime Judyes, CTonsisting of —three departments—of —three Judyes
EgCiT, —denomimated; respectivety, —department A, —department—B—amnd
department—t
o A . . o - . Y e v
C—Divistomr T ——shatt——consist—of—the——coumties —ofMaricopa, —Yuma;
» » » »
o A . 5 e . . e . o o -
D—Divistomr—2——shatt——Tonsist—of—the——coumties —of —Pima, —Pimat;

toctrise——Samtatruz;—Greemtee;, —Grafam a6 ta+

= C. The sessions of—divistoms t—amd—2 OF THE COURT OF APPEALS
shall be held in Phoenix amd—Fucsom,Tespectivety. Sessions may be held
at places other than Phoenix our—Tucsoum when in the opinion of a majority
of the judges of a divisiom—or department the public interest so

requires. TheJudgesof—the Tespective divisionms amd—departments—may hotd

SESSTons et ther—divistomr—and——stat —do—so —whemr—directedt—by—the——<hief
justice—of—the——supreme——courts Each judge of the court of appeals may
participate in matters ©pending before a different divistomr—o1
department. A matter—may be—tramsferTedt—bEtweeT Ui ViSTOTS T OUTdET—tU
EqUa T Ze Casetoads and—for—the best—use of JjudiciatTesources:

¥~ D. Not more than three judges of the court of appeals,
including superior court judges and retired judges sitting with the court,
shall hear and determine a matter and render a decision, and a majority of
two of the three judges shall be sufficient to render a decision.

Sec. 2. Section 12-120.01, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to

read:

12-120.01. Qualifications of judges; terms: ballots;

vacancies

A. A judge of the court of appeals shall be:

1. Not less than thirty years of age.

2. O0f good moral character.

3. A qualified elector of the county of +#is THE JUDGE'S
residences— and a resident of such county for not Tess than three years
next preceding taking office.

A TesTdenrt o thedivisTomr Wit e TS e tected s
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S.B. 1283

5- 4. Admitted to the practice of Taw in tfe THIS state of—ATizoma
for not less than five years next preceding taking office.

6~ 5. A resident of Arizoma THIS STATE for not Tless than five
years next preceding taking office.

B. Except for the initial term, each judge shall hold office for a
term of six years to commence on the first Monday in January following fis
THE JUDGE'S retention election and until f= THE JUDGE'S successor is
appointed and qualified. Each judge shall be appointed by the governor
and serve an initial term pursuant to article VI, section 37, Constitution
of Arizona.

Sec. 3. Section 12-120.02, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

12-120.02. Election of judges

A—Imdivistomr—t; O0f the nineteen APPELLATE COURT judges, ten of
the judges shall be residents of and elected for retention from Maricopa
county OR PIMA COUNTY, five of the Jjudges shall be residents of the
remaining counties in the—divisiom THIS STATE and shall be elected for
retention by the voters of the counties in divistom—t THIS STATE,
excluding Maricopa county, and four of the judges shall be at-large judges
and be residents of any county in tie—divistomr THIS STATE. If an at-large
judge 1is a resident of Maricopa county, the judge shall be elected for
retention by the voters of Maricopa county. If an at-large judge is not a
resident of Maricopa county, the judge shall be elected for retention by
the voters of the counties in divistom—t THIS STATE, excluding Maricopa
county.

D I e - - 0 fad el - - L fad fad el - L L 1.1 L
B— i vistomr—25—of—the—mime—Jjudges,—four—of—the—Jjudges—statt—be

- L e fad | u | . L fad Do . . fad ], - L L B | L
restTdents—of —and—etected—from—Pima——county; —two of —the Judges statt—be
restdents—of—theremgimimg——counmties T —the—divistomanmdt—sha e —etected
by —the—voters—of—the—Toumties T i visSTom 25 EXCHudimy P ima Coummrty; —amd

three—of—the—Judges—shatt—be—<at=targe—Judyes —anmd—be—Tesidents—of—any

counmty T the—divisTon T —amat—targe—Jjudye TS a Tresident—of—Pima
courty; —the—Judyge—shatt—be—<etectedt—for—retentiomr by —the—voters—of—Pima
counmTty . If—am at=targe Judyge TS Not g resitdentof Pima county;, the—judye
sttt —be——etected—For—Tetentiomr by —the——voters—of—the——coumties—mn

tHvisTomr 2 exctudtimyg—Pima counmty-

Sec. 4. Section 12-120.04, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

12-120.04. (Chief judge; duties

A. The chief judge of wach—divisitomr THE COURT OF APPEALS shall be
elected annually by the members of the divisiom APPELLATE COURT. The
chief judge may be a member of any department of the divisiom APPELLATE
COURT. The chief judge shall serve in such capacity until tris THE CHIEF
JUDGE'S successor has been elected as provided by this section.

B. The chief Jjudge shall exercise administrative supervision over
the divistomr—Tmwhich—te—serves COURT OF APPEALS, shall have such other
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S.B. 1283

duties as may be provided by rules of the supreme court and shall
apportion the business to the departments in such manner as to equalize
the distribution of business among them.

C. The chief judge may, and upom ON direction by the chief justice
of the supreme court shall, designate one department to hear and determine
all reviews THAT ARE authorized by tte—provisions—of section 23-951. <Swuch
THE designated department may also hear and determine other matters
assigned to it by the chief judge.

D. In the absence of the chief judge from the place at which the
court is held, or tris THE CHIEF JUDGE'S inability to act, the other judges
shall select one of their own number to perform the duties and exercise
the powers of the chief judge during such absence or inability to act.

E. The judges of each department shall periodically select a
presiding judge and a member to act as the presiding judge to perform the
duties and exercise the powers of the presiding judge during the absence
or inability to act of the presiding judge.

F. The chief judge uf—divistom2——shatt—Dbe IS eligible to be the
presiding judge of a department.

G. The chief judge uof—divisiom T shall designate one department to
hear and determine all appeals authorized by section 12-170. This
department may also hear and determine other matters assigned to it by the
chief judge.

Sec. 5. Transfer of monies

A11 monies designated for division two of the court of appeals that
remain unexpended and unencumbered on the effective date of this act are
transferred to for the purposes of the court of appeals, as
reorganized by this act.

Sec. 6. Retention of appellate court judges

A1l persons serving as Jjudges of division two of the court of
appeals on the effective date of this act may continue to serve until the
expiration of their normal terms.

Sec. 7. Conforming changes

The Tegislative council staff shall prepare proposed Tegislation
conforming the Arizona Revised Statutes to the provisions of this act for
consideration in the fifty-eighth legislature, first regular session.

Sec. 8. Legislative intent

The Tlegislature intends to eliminate division two of the court of
appeals and to transfer all remaining unexpended and unencumbered monies
from division two of the court of appeals to the court of appeals, as
reorganized by this act, for the purposes of operating and maintaining the
court of appeals, as reorganized by this act.
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