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FACT SHEET FOR H.B. 2873 

 
competitive sealed bidding; questions; answers 

(NOW: municipalities; referendum petitions; withdrawal) 

Purpose 

Authorizes a person or organization that files a referendum petition with a city or town to 

file a written notice of withdrawal of the referendum petition before the measure qualifies for the 

ballot.  

Background 

The Arizona Constitution grants qualified electors the power of the referendum to approve 

or reject at the polls all matters on which a city or town is empowered by general laws to legislate. 
10 percent of the electors may propose the referendum on legislation enacted within and by such 

city or town (Ariz. Const. art. 4, pt. 1 § 1). 

A referendum petition must be filed with the city or town clerk within 30 days after passage 

of an ordinance, resolution or franchise. The whole number of votes cast at the citywide or 

townwide election at which a mayor or councilperson were chosen last preceding the submission 

of the application for a referendum petition against an ordinance, franchise or resolution must be 

the basis on which the number of electors of the city or town required to file a referendum petition 

is to be computed. Within 72 hours, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, the final 

number of valid referendum signatures must be tabulated based on the certification of the five 

percent random sampling completed by the county recorder’s office. If a sufficient number of valid 

signatures are filed, the referendum will be placed on the ballot in the manner provided by law 

(A.R.S. §§ 19-121.04 and 19-142).  

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 

Provisions 

1. Allows a person or organization that files a referendum petition with a city or town clerk to 

withdraw the referendum petition by filing a written notice of withdrawal with the city or town 

clerk at any time before the measure has qualified for the ballot.  

2. Applies the notice of withdrawal authorization retroactively to all written notices of 

withdrawals that are filed with a city or town clerk beginning January 1, 2026, regardless of 

whether the withdrawal was accepted or rejected.  

https://www.azleg.gov/viewDocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/const/4/1.p1.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/19/00121-04.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/19/00142.htm
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3. Prohibits votes for any city or town referendum for which a written notice of withdrawal has 

been filed beginning January 1, 2026, from being tallied or canvassed.  

4. Repeals the referendum petition withdrawal procedures on August 1, 2027. 

5. Become effective on the general effective date.  

Amendments Adopted by Committee 

• Adopted the strike-everything amendment.  

Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 

• Adds an emergency clause. 

Amendments Adopted by Additional Committee of the Whole 

1. Repeals the referendum petition withdrawal procedures on August 1, 2027.  

2. Makes conforming changes.  

Governor's Veto Message 

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2873 would introduce uncertainty 

and confusion into ongoing litigation on the subject matter.  

Senate Action  House Action  

RAGE 3/25/26 DPA/SE 7-0-0 Final Read 6/11/26 27-24-9 

3rd Read  4/21/26   20-9-1 Final Read* 6/11/26 31-27-2 

     (W/O emergency) 

     *on reconsideration 

Vetoed by the Governor 6/19/26 

Prepared by Senate Research 

June 24, 2026 
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https://www.azleg.gov/govlettr/57leg/2r/hb2873.pdf

