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S.B. 1269

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 15, chapter 1, article 1, Arizona Revised
Statutes, is amended by adding section 15-120.05, to read:

15-120.05. Volunteer school chaplains; school policies;:
posting; parental consent; qualifications;
definitions

A. SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARDS AND CHARTER SCHOOL GOVERNING
BODIES MAY ALLOW VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAINS TO PROVIDE SUPPORT, SERVICES
OR PROGRAMS, OR ANY COMBINATION OF SUPPORT, SERVICES AND PROGRAMS, TO
STUDENTS. EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD AND CHARTER SCHOOL
GOVERNING BODY THAT ALLOWS VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAINS SHALL ADOPT A POLICY
THAT INCLUDES ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

1. A DESCRIPTION OF THE SUPPORT, SERVICES OR PROGRAMS, OR
COMBINATION OF SUPPORT, SERVICES AND PROGRAMS, THAT THE VOLUNTEER SCHOOL
CHAPLAIN MAY PROVIDE TO STUDENTS.

2. PROCEDURES FOR EACH SCHOOL THAT IS OPERATED BY A SCHOOL DISTRICT
OR CHARTER SCHOOL TO DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN A LIST OF VOLUNTEER SCHOOL
CHAPLAINS WHO MAY PROVIDE SUPPORT, SERVICES OR PROGRAMS, OR ANY
COMBINATION OF SUPPORT, SERVICES AND PROGRAMS, TO STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE
SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL. A LIST DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO THIS
PARAGRAPH MUST INCLUDE THE RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION, IF ANY, OF EACH
VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAIN. THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL SHALL
POST THE LIST DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO THIS PARAGRAPH ON THE WEBSITE OF THE
SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL. THE PRINCIPAL AT EACH SCHOOL SHALL
ENSURE THAT EACH VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAIN DOES ALL OF THE FOLLOWING
BEFORE THE VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAIN MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE LIST DEVELOPED
PURSUANT TO THIS PARAGRAPH:

(a) SATISFIES THE REQUIREMENTS PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 15-512 FOR
SCHOOL PERSONNEL WHO ARE NOT PAID EMPLOYEES.

(b) DEMONSTRATES THAT THE VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAIN IS AN OFFICIAL
MEMBER IN A LOCAL RELIGIOUS GROUP.

(c) HOLDS A BACHELOR'S DEGREE.

(d) EITHER:

(i) HOLDS A GRADUATE DEGREE IN COUNSELING OR THEOLOGY.

(ii) HAS AT LEAST SEVEN YEARS OF EXPERIENCE SERVING AS A CHAPLAIN.

(e) HAS AT LEAST TWO YEARS OF EXPERIENCE SERVING AS A CHAPLAIN IN A
LOCAL RELIGIOUS GROUP.

(f) SIGNS A STATEMENT ATTESTING THAT THE VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
WILL NOT TEACH OR ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO ENGAGE IN CONDUCT THAT IS CONTRARY
TO THE ACADEMIC STANDARDS ADOPTED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION PURSUANT
TO SECTION 15-701 OR 15-701.01.

(g) DEMONSTRATES A SINCERE DESIRE TO BOTH:

(i) MEET THE OBJECTIVES, IF ANY, IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S OR
CHARTER SCHOOL'S POLICY RELATING TO VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAINS.

(ii) ENHANCE STUDENT WELFARE.
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S.B. 1269

3. A REQUIREMENT THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL AT WHICH A VOLUNTEER
SCHOOL CHAPLAIN PROVIDES SUPPORT, SERVICES OR PROGRAMS, OR ANY COMBINATION
OF SUPPORT, SERVICES AND PROGRAMS, DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(a) NOTIFY ALL PARENTS AND GUARDIANS OF STUDENTS THAT THE SUPPORT,
SERVICES OR PROGRAMS ARE AVAILABLE.

(b) OBTAIN WRITTEN CONSENT FROM A STUDENT'S PARENT OR GUARDIAN
BEFORE THE STUDENT MAY RECEIVE SUPPORT OR SERVICES FROM A VOLUNTEER SCHOOL
CHAPLAIN OR PARTICIPATE IN A PROGRAM PROVIDED BY A VOLUNTEER SCHOOL
CHAPLAIN.

(c) PROVIDE EACH STUDENT'S PARENT OR GUARDIAN AN OPPORTUNITY TO
SELECT A VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAIN FROM THE LIST DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO
PARAGRAPH 2 OF THIS SUBSECTION AT THE TIME THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN PROVIDES
WRITTEN CONSENT PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION (b) OF THIS PARAGRAPH.

B. THE PRINCIPAL AT EACH SCHOOL MAY REFUSE TO INCLUDE ANY VOLUNTEER
SCHOOL CHAPLAIN ON THE LIST DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION A OF THIS
SECTION IF THE PRINCIPAL DETERMINES THAT EITHER:

1. THE VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAIN FAILS TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS
PRESCRIBED BY SUBSECTION A, PARAGRAPH 2 OF THIS SECTION.

2. ALLOWING THE VOLUNTEER SCHOOL CHAPLAIN TO PROVIDE SUPPORT,
SERVICES OR PROGRAMS TO STUDENTS WILL BE CONTRARY TO THE PEDAGOGICAL
INTERESTS OF THE SCHOOL.

C. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION:

1. "CHAPLAIN" MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS OFFICIALLY AUTHORIZED BY
THE LEADERSHIP OF A RELIGIOUS GROUP, PURSUANT TO THE RELIGIOUS GROUP'S
GOVERNING PRINCIPLES, TO CONDUCT RELIGIOUS EXERCISES.

2. "LOCAL RELIGIOUS GROUP"™ MEANS A RELIGIOUS GROUP THAT MEETS AT
LEAST ONE TIME PER MONTH AT A LOCATION WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT IN WHICH THE SCHOOL IS LOCATED.

3. "RELIGIOUS GROUP™ MEANS AN ORGANIZED GROUP THAT MEETS ALL OF THE
FOLLOWING:

(a) IS LED, SUPERVISED OR COUNSELED BY A HIERARCHY OF TEACHERS,
CLERGY, SAGES OR PRIESTS.

(b) ACKNOWLEDGES THE EXISTENCE OF AND WORSHIPS ONE OR MORE
SUPERNATURAL ENTITIES THAT POSSESS POWER OVER THE NATURAL WORLD.

(c) REGULARLY ENGAGES IN A CEREMONY, RITUAL OR PROTOCOL.

(d) IMPOSES MORAL DUTIES THAT ARE INDEPENDENT OF ANY INDIVIDUAL'S
SELF-INTEREST.
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