REFERENCE TITLE: domestic relations; court appointments; fees

State of Arizona

House of Representatives
Fifty-seventh Legislature
First Regular Session
2025

HB 2255

Introduced by
Representatives Keshel: Fink

AN ACT

AMENDING SECTIONS 25-405 AND 25-406, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO
LEGAL DECISION-MAKING AND PARENTING TIME.
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HB 2255

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 25-405, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

25-405. Interviews by court; professional assistance; expert

requirements; expert fees

A. The court may interview the child in chambers to ascertain the
child's wishes as to the child's custodian and as to parenting time.

B. The court may seek the advice of professional personnels—whether
oot Eempioyed by the ctourt—om o regutar basts WHEN THE BEST INTERESTS OF
THE CHILD CANNOT BE DETERMINED WITHOUT THE ADVICE OF THE PROFESSIONAL.
The advice given shall be in writing and shall be made available by the
court to counsel, on request, under such terms as the court determines.
Counsel may examine as a witness any professional personnel consulted by
the court, unless that right is waived.

C. A COURT-ORDERED EVALUATION OF THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD IN
A LEGAL DECISION-MAKING OR PARENTING TIME MATTER CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO
THIS SECTION SHALL BE PERFORMED BY A PROFESSIONAL WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED
BOTH EXPERTISE AND CLINICAL EXPERIENCE IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT OR WORKING
WITH VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OR ABUSE OR WHO HAS SIGNIFICANT
INTERACTION WITH THE PARENTS AND CHILDREN THAT ARE THE SUBJECT OF THE
PROCEEDING.

D. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, THE COURT MAY NOT ORDER A
PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION OF A PARENT WHO IS A PARTY TO A LEGAL
DECISION-MAKING OR PARENTING TIME PROCEEDING UNLESS THAT PARENT HAS
DEMONSTRATED BEHAVIOR THAT PRESENTS A HIGH RISK OF HARM TO THE CHILD.

E. THE FEES OF PROFESSIONALS WHO GIVE ADVICE TO THE COURT PURSUANT
TO THIS SECTION SHALL BE PAID BY THE COURT AND SHALL NOT BE CHARGED TO
EITHER PARENT.

Sec. 2. Section 25-406, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to

read:

25-406. Investigations and reports; 1licensed professionals;

fees

A. In contested legal decision-making and parenting time
proceedings, and in other custody proceedings if a parent or the child's
custodian so requests, the court may order an investigation and report
concerning legal decision-making or parenting time arrangements for the
child. The investigation and report may SHALL be made by the—Tourt—suociat

SETVIiTE dyency, the Sstaff—of—the—Juvenite court;—the tocat—probatiom——orT
wetfare department—or o private pPerson. 1The reportmust—nciude a written
gffirmatiomr by the persom—compietimg—the Teport—that—the persom tas met
the—traimimyg—TegquiTements prescribedt—im——subsectiomr €t —of—this ——section: A

LICENSED PROFESSIONAL WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED BOTH EXPERTISE AND CLINICAL
EXPERIENCE IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT OR WORKING WITH VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE OR ABUSE OR WHO HAS SIGNIFICANT INTERACTION WITH THE PARENTS AND
CHILDREN THAT ARE THE SUBJECT OF THE PROCEEDING.
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HB 2255

B. If an investigation and report are ordered pursuant to this
section or if the court appoints a family court advisor, the court shall
gHtocateTtostbasetomthe—fmanciat—circums tances of boti—parties PAY THE
COSTS OF THE INVESTIGATION AND REPORT.

€ —The—Tourt—tatt—TequiTe o Tourt—appuiTtedt—attormey for—a Tt

g CouTt—appuimtedadv iSO oTr—any Persom who conduTts am imvestigatiom ot
Prepares o reportpursuanrt—to—this—sectiomr—toTeceive traimimyg—that—meets
the—fottowimg—mrimmum—stadardse
- e o . . L .
t—Six—imitiet—hoursof—traimimyomr domesticviotence:
5 e o o e
2 STx—mitiat—hours of chitd—abuse—traimimy-
3T—Ffour—subsequent—hours of —traimimyevery two yedars om domestiT

viotence anmdchitd—abuse:

D—ATpersom—who—has ——compteted—professionmar—traiminmg —to —become
Heensedt—or——<Tertifiedmay Uuse that—traiminmy—to comptetety or—partiatty
fot T t—theTeguiTements T subsectiom €t —of—this —sSectiomr T —the—traimimy
mctuded—at—teast—S X ours eacir o domestic viotence and chi td—abuse —and
meets —the—mimimum s tandards Subsequent—professiomat —traiminmyg T these
SUbJeCt—matters may  bEUSet—tUpartidrty orcompretety —futfit—tihe
trammyTeguiTeEmeTts prescribed— T Subsectiom o —this—sectiomr T —the

. A :
F—Aphysiciam who s Hcenmsed—pursuant—to titte325——<tapter—t3—or

~

t7—sexempt—romthe traimimy TeguiTeEmENtS prescribed T subsectiom o

this—sectiom:

= C. In preparing a report concerning a child, the -Tmvestigator
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL may consult any person who may have information
about the <child or the child's potential 1legal decision-making and
parenting time arrangements.

- D. The court shall mail the mvestigators LICENSED
PROFESSIONAL'S report to counsel at Teast ten days before the hearing.
The “mvestigator LICENSED PROFESSIONAL shall make available to counsel the
names and addresses of all persons whom the -“mvestigator LICENSED
PROFESSIONAL has consulted. Any party to the proceeding may call for
examination of the -Fmvestigator LICENSED PROFESSIONAL and any person
consulted by the dmvestigator LICENSED PROFESSIONAL.
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