House Engrossed

domestic relations; court appointments; fees

State of Arizona

House of Representatives
Fifty-seventh Legislature
First Regular Session
2025

HOUSE BILL 2255

AN ACT
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H.B. 2255

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 25-405, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

25-405. Interviews by court; evaluations; expert

requirements; expert fees

A. The court may interview the child in chambers to ascertain the
child's wishes as to the child's custodian and as to parenting time.

B. The court may seektheadvite of professiomat—personmet; whether
o Tmotemptoyed—by the——court—om a Tegutar tasis TAKE TESTIMONY FROM AN
EXPERT REGARDING:

1. PARENTING TIME AND LEGAL DECISION-MAKING ONLY IF THE EXPERT HAS
SPECIALIZED EXPERTISE IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT OR SUBSTANTIAL CLINICAL
EXPERIENCE WITH CHILDREN IN A THERAPEUTIC SETTING.

2. MENTAL HEALTH, PHYSICAL HEALTH, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OR SUBSTANCE
ABUSE ONLY IF THE EXPERT HAS SPECIALIZED EXPERTISE OR SUBSTANTIAL CLINICAL
EXPERIENCE, OR BOTH, AND IN THE SAME MATTER AS THEIR TESTIMONY.

C. TESTIMONY FROM AN EXPERT MUST BE SUPPORTED BY THE CANON OF THEIR
PROFESSION AND ADHERE TO GUIDELINES OF THEIR PROFESSIONAL LICENSING BOARD.

D. The advice given shall be in writing and shall be made available
by the court to counsel, on request, under such terms as the court
determines. Counsel may examine as a witness any professiomat—personmer
EXPERT consulted by the court;—umtess thatTight—Ts waived.

E. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, THE COURT MAY NOT ORDER A
PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION OF A PARTY TO A LEGAL DECISION-MAKING OR PARENTING
TIME PROCEEDING UNLESS THAT PARTY HAS DEMONSTRATED BEHAVIOR THAT PRESENTS
A HIGH RISK OF HARM TO THE CHILD.

F. THE FEES OF EXPERTS PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL BE PAID BY
THE COURT AND SHALL NOT BE CHARGED TO EITHER PARENT.

Sec. 2. Section 25-406, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to

read:
25-406. Evaluations; experts
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= A. In preparing @ TEpUTt——TOUmNCErTiMg @ Chiid;, —the —Tnvestigator
AN EVALUATION, THE EXPERT may consult any person who may have information
about the <child or the child's potential 1legal decision-making and
parenting time arTanyemernrts.

6T B. The tourt—statt—mairt—the—mvestigator s Teport EXPERT SHALL

PROVIDE THE EVALUATION to counsel at least ten days before the hearing.
The -Tmvestigator EXPERT shall make available to counsel the names and
addresses of all persons whom the -dmvestigator EXPERT has consulted. Any
party to the proceeding may call for examination of the -mvestigator
EXPERT and any person consulted by the imvestigator EXPERT.
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