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H.B. 4042

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 8-533, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

8-533. Petition; who may file; grounds

A. Any person or agency that has a Tegitimate interest in the
welfare of a child, including a relative, a foster parent, a physician,
the department or a private licensed child welfare agency, may file a
petition for the termination of the parent-child relationship alleging
grounds contained in subsection B of this section.

B. Evidence sufficient to justify the termination of the
parent-child relationship shall include any one of the following, and in
considering any of the following grounds, the court shall also consider
the best interests of the child:

1. That the parent has abandoned the child.

2. That the parent has neglected or wilfully abused a child. This
abuse includes serious physical or emotional injury or situations in which
the parent knew or reasonably should have known that a person was abusing
or neglecting a child.

3. That the parent is unable to discharge parental responsibilities
because of mental illness, mental deficiency or a history of chronic abuse
of dangerous drugs, controlled substances or alcohol and there are
reasonable grounds to believe that the condition will continue for a
prolonged indeterminate period.

4. That the parent 1is deprived of civil Tliberties due to the
conviction of a felony if the felony of which that parent was convicted is
of such nature as to prove the unfitness of that parent to have future
custody and control of the child, including murder of another child of the
parent, manslaughter of another child of the parent or aiding or abetting
or attempting, conspiring or soliciting to commit murder or manslaughter
of another child of the parent, or if the sentence of that parent is of
such length that the child will be deprived of a normal home for a period
of years.

5. That the potential father failed to file a paternity action AND
TO SERVE THE MOTHER WITH A COPY OF THE FILED PATERNITY ACTION within
thirty days of AFTER completion of service of notice as prescribed in
section 8-106, subsection G.

6. That the putative father failed to file a notice of claim of
paternity as prescribed in section 8-106.01.

7. That the parents have relinquished their rights to a child to an
agency or have consented to the adoption.

8. That the child is being cared for in an out-of-home placement
under the supervision of the juvenile court, the division or a Ticensed
child welfare agency, that the agency responsible for the care of the
child has made a diligent effort to provide appropriate reunification
services and that one of the following circumstances exists:

_1_
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(a) The child has been in an out-of-home placement for a cumulative
total period of nine months or Tonger pursuant to court order or voluntary
placement pursuant to section 8-806 and the parent has substantially
neglected or wilfully refused to remedy the circumstances that cause the
child to be in an out-of-home placement.

(b) The child who 1is under three years of age has been 1in an
out-of-home placement for a cumulative total period of six months or
longer pursuant to court order and the parent has substantially neglected
or wilfully refused to remedy the circumstances that cause the child to be
in an out-of-home placement, including refusal to participate 1in
reunification services offered by the department.

(c) The child has been in an out-of-home placement for a cumulative
total period of fifteen months or Tlonger pursuant to court order or
voluntary placement pursuant to section 8-806, the parent has been unable
to remedy the circumstances that cause the child to be in an out-of-home
placement and there is a substantial Tlikelihood that the parent will not
be capable of exercising proper and effective parental care and control in
the near future.

9. That the identity of the parent is unknown and continues to be
unknown following three months of diligent efforts to identify and locate
the parent.

10. That the parent has had parental rights to another child
terminated within the preceding two years for the same cause and is
currently unable to discharge parental responsibilities due to the same
cause.

11. That all of the following are true:

(a) The child was cared for in an out-of-home placement pursuant to
court order.

(b) The agency responsible for the care of the child made diligent
efforts to provide appropriate reunification services.

(c) The child, pursuant to court order, was returned to the legal
custody of the parent from whom the child had been removed.

(d) Within eighteen months after the child was returned, pursuant
to court order, the child was removed from that parent's legal custody,
the child is being cared for in an out-of-home placement under the
supervision of the Jjuvenile court, the division or a 1licensed child
welfare agency and the parent is currently unable to discharge parental
responsibilities.

12. Clear and convincing evidence that the parent committed a
sexual assault against the petitioning parent and the child was conceived
as a result of the sexual assault. If the parent who is the subject of
the petition pleads guilty to or is convicted of a violation of section
13-1406 or a violation of an offense in another jurisdiction that if
committed in this state would be a violation of section 13-1406, the court
may accept the guilty plea or conviction as evidence that the child was
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conceived as a result of a sexual assault by that parent. For the
purposes of this paragraph:

(a) "Oral sexual contact” has the same meaning prescribed 1in
section 13-1401.

(b) "Sexual assault" means intentionally or knowingly engaging in
sexual intercourse or oral sexual contact with a person without the
consent of that person.

(c) "Sexual intercourse”™ has the same meaning prescribed in section
13-1401.

C. Evidence considered by the court pursuant to subsection B of
this section shall include any substantiated allegations of abuse or
neglect committed in another jurisdiction.

D. In considering the grounds for termination prescribed in
subsection B, paragraph 8 or 11 of this section, the court shall consider
the availability of reunification services to the parent and the
participation of the parent in these services.

E. In considering the grounds for termination prescribed 1in
subsection B, paragraph 8 of this section, the court shall not consider
the first sixty days of the idinitial out-of-home placement pursuant to
section 8-806 in the cumulative total period.

F. The failure of an alleged parent who is not the child's legal
parent to take a test requested by the department or ordered by the court
to determine if the person is the child's natural parent is prima facie
evidence of abandonment unless good cause is shown by the alleged parent
for that failure.

Sec. 2. Section 8-535, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

8-535. Notice of initial hearing; waiver; gquardian ad Titem

A. After the petition has been filed, the clerk of the superior
court shall set a time and place for the initial hearing. Notice of the
initial hearing and a copy of the petition shall be given to the parents
of the child, the guardian of the person of the child, the person having
legal custody of the child, any individual standing in loco parentis to
the child, the tribe of any Indian child as defined by the federal Indian
child welfare act of 1978 (25 United States Code section 1903) and the
guardian ad litem of any party as provided for service of process in civil
actions. In addition to the service of process requirements in civil
actions, any parent, any Indian custodian and the tribe of an Indian child
shall be notified of the initial hearing by certified or registered mail,
return receipt requested, as required by the federal Indian child welfare
act of 1978 (25 United States Code section 1912). The notice required by
this subsection shall include the following statement:
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You have a right to appear as a party in this proceeding. The
failure of a parent to appear at the 1initial hearing, the
pretrial conference, the status conference or the termination
adjudication hearing may result in an adjudication terminating

the parent-child relationship of that parent.

B. The initial hearing shall take place not sooner than ten days
after the completion of service of notice.

C. Notice and appearance may be waived by a parent before the court
or in writing and attested to by two or more credible witnesses who are
eighteen or more years of age subscribing their names thereto in the
presence of the person executing the waiver or shall be duly acknowledged
before an officer authorized to take acknowledgements by the person
signing the waiver of notice and appearance. The face of the waiver shall
contain Tanguage explaining the meaning and consequences of the waiver and
the termination of parental rights. The parent who has executed such a
waiver shall not be required to appear.

D. If a parent does not appear at the initial hearing, the court,
after determining that the parent has been served with proper 1legal
notice, may find that the parent has waived the parent's Tegal rights and
is deemed to have admitted the allegations of the petition by the failure
to appear. The court may terminate the parent-child relationship as to a
parent who does not appear based on the record and evidence presented as
provided in rules prescribed by the supreme court.

E. At the initial hearing, the court shall:

1. Schedule a pretrial conference or status conference.

2. Schedule the termination adjudication hearing.

3. Instruct the parent that the failure to appear at the pretrial
conference, status conference or termination adjudication hearing may
result in an adjudication terminating the parent-child relationship as to
a parent who does not appear.

F. On the motion of any party or on its own motion, the court shall
appoint a guardian ad litem if it determines that there are reasonable
grounds to believe that a party to the proceeding is mentally incompetent
or is otherwise in need of a guardian ad Tlitem.

G. The county attorney, on the request of the court or a
governmental agency or on the county attorney's own motion, may intervene
in any proceedings under this article to represent the interest of the
child.

H. A potential father who fails to file a paternity action AND TO
SERVE THE MOTHER WITH A COPY OF THE FILED PATERNITY ACTION within thirty
days after completion of service of the notice prescribed in section
8-106, subsection G waives his right to be notified regarding the
termination of parental rights and his consent to the termination of
parental rights is not required.
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APPROVED BY THE GOVERNOR JUNE 19, 2026.

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE JUNE 22, 2026.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


