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ABOR; course approval; accounting system 

Purpose 

Authorizes the Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR) to delegate the authority to approve 

academic degrees or organizational units only to a public university president and prohibits a 

university president from further delegating that authority. Requires a public university to provide 

ABOR with access to the university's uniform accounting and reporting system.  

Background 

The Arizona Constitution establishes ABOR to act as the governing body of Arizona's 

public university system and ABOR exercises the powers necessary for the effective governance 

and administration of the institutions under its control. ABOR may: 1) adopt, and authorize each 

public university to adopt regulations, policies, rules or measures that ABOR deems necessary; 

and 2) delegate in writing to ABOR's committees, university presidents or their designees or other 

entities under ABOR's control, any part of its authority for the administration and governance of 

Arizona's public universities. Any delegation of ABOR's authority may be rescinded by ABOR at 

any time in whole or in part. Subject to the powers and responsibilities of ABOR and university 

presidents, university faculty members must, through the faculty's elected representatives, share 

responsibility for academic educational activities and matters related to faculty personnel. Through 

the faculty's elected representatives, university faculty members participate in the university's 

governance and actively participate in the development of university policy (Ariz. Const. art. 11  

§ 5; A.R.S. §§ 15-1601 and 15-1626). 

ABOR must develop a uniform accounting and reporting system in conjunction with the 

Auditor General and require each public university to comply with the uniform accounting and 

reporting system. The Joint Legislative Budget Committee must review the uniform accounting 

and reporting system before ABOR's final adoption. 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 

Provisions 

1. Authorizes ABOR to delegate the authority to approve academic degrees or organizational 

units only to a public university president. 

2. Prohibits a public university president from further delegating the president's authority to 

approve academic degrees or organizational units. 

https://www.azleg.gov/viewDocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/const/11/5.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewDocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/const/11/5.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/01601.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/01626.htm
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3. Requires ABOR and university presidents to consult, rather than share responsibility, with 

university faculty members, through the faculty's elected representatives, regarding academic 

and educational activities and faculty personnel matters. 

4. Requires public university faculty members, through the faculty's representatives, to consult 

with ABOR and the university president regarding, rather than participate in: 

a) the governance of the public university; and 

b) the development of university policy. 

5. Directs ABOR to require each public university to provide ABOR with access to the 

university's uniform accounting and reporting system for oversight and monitoring purposes.  

6. Defines organizational unit as a department, center, institute, college or other academic unit 

of a university.  

7. Makes technical and conforming changes. 

8. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
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