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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 3, chapter 1, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended 2 

by adding article 6, to read: 3 
ARTICLE 6.  FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM 4 

3-171.  Definitions  5 
IN THIS ARTICLE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES: 6 
1.  "LOCALLY GROWN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS" MEANS ANY FOOD OR FIBER 7 

PRODUCED OR PROCESSED BY A SMALL AGRIBUSINESS OR SMALL FARM. 8 
2.  "SCHOOLS" MEANS ANY SCHOOL IN THIS STATE THAT ADMINISTERS AND 9 

MAINTAINS A FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM UNDER THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 10 
AGRICULTURE OR ITS SUCCESSOR AGENCY.  11 

3-172.  Farm to school program; duties 12 
A.   THE FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT 13 

TO CONNECT FARMERS IN THIS STATE WITH SCHOOLS IN THIS STATE TO PROVIDE 14 
LOCALLY GROWN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS FOR INCLUSION IN SCHOOL MEALS AND 15 
STRENGTHEN LOCAL FARMING ECONOMIES. 16 

B.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL: 17 
1.  ADMINISTER AND MONITOR THE PROGRAM. 18 
2.  DESIGNATE A LIAISON BETWEEN FARMERS AND SCHOOLS. 19 
3.  ENCOURAGE SCHOOLS TO PROCURE AND USE LOCALLY GROWN AGRICULTURAL 20 

PRODUCTS. 21 
C.  THE FOLLOWING AGENCIES SHALL PROVIDE CONSULTATION AND STAFF 22 

SUPPORT TO ASSIST IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS SECTION: 23 
1.  THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES. 24 
2.  THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. 25 
3.  THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION. 26 
D.  THE FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM SHALL DO THE FOLLOWING: 27 
1.  ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN A WEBSITE TO ALLOW FARMERS AND SCHOOLS TO 28 

CONNECT AND SHARE INFORMATION, INCLUDING LOCALLY GROWN AGRICULTURAL 29 
PRODUCTS' PRICING, THE TIME THE LOCALLY GROWN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS ARE 30 
AVAILABLE AND THE FARMERS WILLINGNESS TO DISTRIBUTE THEIR LOCALLY GROWN 31 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 32 

2.  ENCOURAGE SCHOOLS TO PROCURE AND USE LOCALLY GROWN AGRICULTURAL 33 
PRODUCTS. 34 

3.  CONDUCT WORKSHOPS AND TRAINING SESSIONS AND PROVIDE TECHNICAL 35 
ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOL OFFICIALS, FARMERS, LOCALLY GROWN AGRICULTURAL 36 
PRODUCT DISTRIBUTORS AND PROCESSORS. 37 

4.  APPLY FOR GRANTS OR OTHER FUNDING SOURCES TO SUPPORT THE FARM TO 38 
SCHOOL PROGRAM.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEPOSIT, PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 35-146 39 
AND 35-147, ALL MONIES COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION IN THE FARM TO 40 
SCHOOL FUND ESTABLISHED BY SECTION 3-174.  41 
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3-173.  Farm to school task force; membership; duties; annual 1 
report 2 

A.  THE FARM TO SCHOOL TASK FORCE IS ESTABLISHED CONSISTING OF THE 3 
FOLLOWING MEMBERS: 4 

1.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OR THE 5 
DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE. 6 

2   THE DIRECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 7 
OR THE DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE. 8 

3.  THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION OR THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 9 
DESIGNEE. 10 

4.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION OR THE 11 
DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE. 12 

5.  TWO MEMBERS WHO HAVE EXPERIENCE IN AND WHO ARE ACTIVELY ENGAGED 13 
IN AGRIBUSINESS.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 14 
SHALL APPOINT THESE MEMBERS. 15 

6.  TWO MEMBERS WHO HAVE EXPERIENCE IN AND WHO DIRECT A SCHOOL FOOD 16 
SERVICE PROGRAM.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 17 
SHALL APPOINT THESE MEMBERS. 18 

B.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OR THE 19 
DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE SHALL SERVE AS THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE TASK FORCE. 20 

C.  THE TASK FORCE SHALL: 21 
1.  PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF 22 

AGRICULTURE, THE FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO 23 
ALLOW SCHOOLS TO INCORPORATE LOCALLY GROWN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS INTO 24 
SCHOOL CAFETERIA OFFERINGS, SALAD BARS, VENDING MACHINES AND OTHER FOOD 25 
SOLD OR DISTRIBUTED AT THE SCHOOL. 26 

2.  REVIEW VARIOUS SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE CONTRACTS TO IDENTIFY 27 
STANDARDIZED LANGUAGE FOR FOOD SERVICE CONTRACTS. 28 

3.  RECOMMEND TO THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, THE 29 
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, THE FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM AND THE 30 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOOD SERVICE PROVIDERS STANDARDIZED LANGUAGE FOR 31 
FOOD SERVICE CONTRACTS THAT ENSURES GREATER USE OF LOCALLY GROWN 32 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 33 

D.  THE TASK FORCE SHALL MEET AT LEAST TWICE.  THE ARIZONA 34 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE MAY PROVIDE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE TO THE 35 
TASK FORCE AS REQUIRED. 36 

E.  THE TASK FORCE MAY HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS AND INVITE TESTIMONY 37 
FROM EXPERTS OR SOLICIT INFORMATION FROM ANY PARTY THE TASK FORCE DEEMS 38 
RELEVANT. 39 

F.  ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2025 AND EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, SUBMIT A 40 
REPORT REGARDING THE TASK FORCE'S FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE 41 
GOVERNOR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF 42 
REPRESENTATIVES, THE DIRECTOR OF EACH AGENCY REPRESENTED ON THE TASK FORCE 43 
AND SHALL PROVIDE A COPY OF THE REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.  44 



HB 2354 
 
 
 
 

 - 3 - 

3-174.  Farm to school fund 1 
A.  THE FARM TO SCHOOL FUND IS ESTABLISHED CONSISTING OF MONIES 2 

COLLECTED PURSUANT TO SECTION 3-172.  MONIES IN THE FUND SHALL BE USED FOR 3 
THE EXCLUSIVE PURPOSE OF IMPLEMENTING, CONTINUING AND SUPPORTING THE FARM 4 
TO SCHOOL PROGRAM ESTABLISHED BY THIS ARTICLE.  5 

B.  THE DIRECTOR SHALL ADMINISTER THE FUND.  MONIES IN THE FUND ARE 6 
CONTINUOUSLY APPROPRIATED.  7 

Sec. 2.  Short title 8 
This act may be cited as the "Farm to School Act". 9 
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