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teacher training; parental notification; requirements

Purpose

Requires, rather than allows, a school district governing board (governing board) to provide
prescribed information in electronic form and requires a governing board and charter school
governing body (governing body) to adopt procedures for parental notification of and access to
teacher and administrator training as outlined.

Background

A parent of a student in a public educational institution has the right to review learning
materials and activities in advance and may withdraw the student from a class or program using
learning material, or from an activity, to which the parent objects on the basis that it is harmful
and request an alternative assignment. A charter school may require parents, as a condition of
student enrollment, to waive the right to object to learning materials or activities if the school
provides a complete list of books and materials before the student enrolls (A.R.S. 8§ 15-113).

A governing board must adopt a parental involvement policy that includes procedures by
which parents may: 1) learn about their child's course of study, review learning materials and
withdraw their child from an activity, class or program; 2) access the school's library collection;
and 3) learn about parental rights and responsibilities. A school principal or school district
superintendent must provide information that a parent requests in accordance with the parental
involvement policy within 10 business days or provide a written reasoning for denying the
information request. A governing board may adopt a policy to provide the information to parents
in an electronic form (A.R.S. § 15-102).

To renew a teaching certificate, a teacher must complete 15 hours of continuing education
credits, for each year of the certificate term, that relate to educator standards or apply towards an
additional certificate or endorsement. State Board of Education rules outline professional
development activities that may be counted toward continuing education credits, including:
1) courses from an accredited institution; 2) professional activities such as conferences and
workshops; 3) district-sponsored or school-sponsored in-services or activities designed for
professional development; 4) internships in business settings; 5) educational research; 6) serving in
a leadership role of a professional education organization relating to teaching or public education;
and 7) serving on a visitation team for a school accreditation agency (A.A.C. R7-2-619).

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legislation.


https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00113.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00102.htm
https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/Title_07/7-02.pdf
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Provisions

1. Requires, rather than allows, a governing board to adopt a policy to provide parents
information outlined in the parental involvement policy in an electronic form.

2. Requires the governing board of a school district that requires, endorses, recommends,
encourages, funds, facilitates or provides teacher or administrator training to include, in their
parental involvement policy, procedures for:

a) notifying parents of the teacher or administrator training; and
b) giving parents access to any printed or digital materials that are used for the training.

3. Requires the governing body of a charter school that requires, endorses, recommends,
encourages, funds, facilitates or provides teacher or administrator training to adopt a policy
that prescribes procedures for:

a) notifying parents of the teacher or administrator training; and
b) giving parents access to any printed or digital materials that are used for the training.

4. Requires a charter school to provide parents information outlined in the governing body's
teacher training notification and access policy in an electronic form.

5. Defines training as a class, seminar, webinar, in-person instruction or printed or digital
material that addresses curricula, teaching methods, classroom strategies, student discipline,
learning environment or social and emotional learning, including training related to racial,
sexual, gender identity, political or social issues.

6. Excludes, from the definition of training, training in which a teacher or school administrator
participates outside of the context of the teacher's or school administrator's official duties.

7. Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Amendments Adopted by Committee

e Applies the teacher and administrator training parental notification and access requirements to
a charter school governing body and defines training for the purposes of a governing body's

policy.

Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole

¢ Includes training related to racial, sexual, gender identity, political or social issues, rather than
duties, in the definition of training for the purposes of a governing body's teacher and
administrator parental notification and access policy.

Governor's Veto Message

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2786 would put school districts and
charter schools at risk of violating copyright law.


https://www.azleg.gov/govlettr/56leg/1r/hb2786.pdf
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Final Read  6/12/23 31-29-0

Vetoed by the Governor 6/16/23
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