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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fifty-Fifth Legislature, Second Regular Session 

 

AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1651 

 
serious mental illness; annual report 

Purpose 

Requires the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) to annually report 

outlined information relating to individuals living with a serious mental illness. 

Background 

AHCCS must annually report to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC) on each 

fiscal year's Medicaid and non-Medicaid behavioral health expenditures, including behavioral 

health demographics that include: 1) client income; 2) utilization and expenditures; 3) medical 

necessity oversight practices; 4) tracking of high-cost beneficiaries; 5) mortality trends;  

6) placement trends; 7) program integrity; and 8) access to services (A.R.S. § 36-3405). 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 

Provisions 

1. Requires AHCCCS to annually report outlined information relating to individuals living with 

a serious mental illness, including: 

a) annual mortality; 

b) complaints received from individuals with serious mental illness or their representatives 

regarding access to services by geographic service area and eligibility category; and 

c) enrollment by geographic service area and eligibility category. 

2. Requires the AHCCCS report to outline demographics by geographic service area and 

eligibility category, including: 

a) age; 

b) gender; 

c) race; 

d) student status; 

e) employment status; 

f) percentage incarcerated in the preceding year;  

g) percentage who are homeless; and 

h) type of disability, if the individual is deaf, hard of hearing or deafblind. 

3. Requires the AHCCCS report to outline per capita expenditures by geographic service area 

and eligibility category for: 

a) the number receiving services; 

b) per capita expenditures; and 

c) the number receiving services and per capita costs per service category. 

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/36/03405.htm
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4. Requires the AHCCCS report to outline per capita expenditures by service type and eligibility 

category for: 

a) support services; 

b) inpatient services; 

c) pharmacy services; 

d) rehabilitation services; 

e) treatment services; 

f) medical services; and 

g) crisis intervention services. 

5. Requires the AHCCCS report to outline the average length of stay and readmission rates by 

eligibility category for various settings, including: 

a) level I; 

b) level I subacute; and 

c) behavioral health residential facilities. 

6. Requires the AHCCCS report, beginning with information from FY 2023 and annually 

thereafter, to outline individuals living with serious mental illness by geographic service area, 

including: 

a) the number of individuals who are on a waitlist maintained by AHCCCS or its contractors 

for a type of housing and the length of time that each individual was on the waitlist; and  

b) the criteria and process that AHCCCS or its contractors use to assign an individual to the 

housing waitlist or to move an individual up or down on the housing waitlist in prioritizing 

housing placement. 

7. Requires AHCCCS to annually report the data and information to the: 

a) JLBC; and 

b) Chairpersons of the Health and Human Services Committees of the Senate and the House 

of Representatives or their successor committees. 

8. Requires the AHCCCS report to be in a substantially comparable format as the submitted 

annual Department of Health Services (DHS) report in FY 2015. 

9. Requires AHCCCS and DHS to enter into a data sharing agreement for the purposes of vital 

records information necessary for the report. 

10. Requires AHCCCS, by December 31, 2022, to: 

a) develop a methodology to track Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accommodations 

requested by and provided to persons with disabilities who are living with serious mental 

illness, as well as any related complaints; and 

b) report to the JLBC and the Chairpersons of the Health and Human Services Committees of 

the Senate and the House of Representatives on the methodology that is developed and the 

implementation costs that will be incurred by AHCCCS to implement the methodology. 

11. Repeals the AHCCCS ADA accommodations and methodology reporting requirements on July 

1, 2023. 

12. Makes a conforming change. 

13. Becomes effective on the general effective date.  
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Amendments Adopted by Committee 

1. Delays the first AHCCCS report on individuals with a serious mental illness from FY 2022 to 

FY 2023. 

2. Removes the requirement for the AHCCCS report to include an analysis of where each member 

resided on the waitlist. 

3. Requires the report to include: 

a) the type of disability, such as deaf, hard of hearing or deafblind; 

b) accommodations requested; and  

c) accommodations provided.  

4. Makes technical changes. 

Amendments Adopted by the House of Representatives 

1. Requires AHCCCS, by December 31, 2022, to: 

a) develop a methodology to track ADA accommodations requested by and provided to 

persons with disabilities who are living with serious mental illness, as well as any related 

complaints; and 

b) report to the JLBC and the Chairpersons of the Health and Human Services Committees of 

the Senate and the House of Representatives on the methodology that is developed and the 

implementation costs that will be incurred by the AHCCCS to implement the methodology. 

2. Repeals the AHCCCS ADA accommodations and methodology reporting requirements on July 

1, 2023. 

3. Removes the accommodations data from the AHCCCS demographics report.   

Senate Action  House Action 

HHS 2/21/22 DPA 6-0-2  HHS  3/7/22  DPA  9-0-0-0 

3rd Read 2/24/22   28-0-2  3rd Read  6/8/22   46-0-14 

Prepared by Senate Research 

June 8, 2022 

MM/MC/sr 


