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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 15, chapter 14, article 1, Arizona Revised 2 

Statutes, is amended by adding section 15-1810, to read: 3 
15-1810.  Course on constitutions of the United States and 4 

Arizona; degree requirement; exception; 5 
definitions 6 

A.  IN ESTABLISHING CURRICULA AND DESIGNATING COURSES PURSUANT TO 7 
SECTION 15-1626, SUBSECTION A, PARAGRAPH 8 AND SECTION 15-1445, PARAGRAPH 8 
5, EACH UNIVERSITY AND EACH COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN THIS STATE SHALL OFFER A 9 
COURSE OF INSTRUCTION ON THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES AND 10 
ARIZONA, WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE BILL OF RIGHTS.  THIS COURSE SHALL 11 
HAVE A CREDIT VALUE OF AT LEAST SIX SEMESTER HOURS, OR THE EQUIVALENT.  12 
THE ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS AND EACH COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT SHALL 13 
INCLUDE THE NAME AND COURSE NUMBER OF THE COURSE ON THE CONSTITUTIONS IN 14 
THE ANNUAL REPORTS PRESCRIBED IN SECTIONS 15-1427 AND 15-1629, 15 
RESPECTIVELY. 16 

B.  EXCEPT AS PROVIDED BY SUBSECTION D OF THIS SECTION, A UNIVERSITY 17 
OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE MAY NOT GRANT A BACCALAUREATE DEGREE OR A LESSER 18 
DEGREE OR ACADEMIC CERTIFICATE TO ANY PERSON UNLESS THE PERSON HAS 19 
COMPLETED AND EARNED CREDIT FOR THE COURSE OFFERED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION 20 
A OF THIS SECTION.  A UNIVERSITY OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE MAY DETERMINE THAT A 21 
STUDENT HAS SATISFIED THIS REQUIREMENT IN WHOLE OR IN PART ON THE BASIS OF 22 
CREDIT GRANTED TO THE STUDENT BY THE UNIVERSITY OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOR A 23 
SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT COURSE COMPLETED AT ANOTHER ACCREDITED UNIVERSITY 24 
OR COLLEGE OR ON THE BASIS OF THE STUDENT'S SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF AN 25 
ADVANCED STANDING EXAMINATION ADMINISTERED ON THE CONDITIONS AND UNDER THE 26 
CIRCUMSTANCES COMMON FOR THE UNIVERSITY'S OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE'S ADVANCED 27 
STANDING EXAMINATIONS.  A UNIVERSITY OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE MAY GRANT UP TO 28 
THREE SEMESTER HOURS OF CREDIT OR ITS EQUIVALENT TOWARD SATISFACTION OF 29 
THIS REQUIREMENT FOR SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT WORK COMPLETED BY THE 30 
STUDENT IN THE PROGRAM OF AN APPROVED SENIOR RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING 31 
CORPS UNIT. 32 

C.  THE REQUIREMENT OF SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION THAT THE COURSE 33 
INCLUDE INSTRUCTION ON THE CONSTITUTION OF ARIZONA DOES NOT APPLY TO A 34 
DEGREE GRANTED ON COMPLETION OF AN ACADEMIC PROGRAM OFFERED BY A MEDICAL 35 
AND DENTAL UNIT OF A UNIVERSITY OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE TO A STUDENT WHO IS A 36 
MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES, INCLUDING THE RESERVES OR 37 
NATIONAL GUARD, IF ALL OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY: 38 

1.  THE PROGRAM IS OPERATED BY THE MEDICAL AND DENTAL UNIT UNDER 39 
CONTRACT WITH THE UNITED STATES ARMY. 40 

2.  THE PROGRAM REQUIRES LESS THAN TWO YEARS OF RESIDENCY IN THIS 41 
STATE. 42 

3.  THE PRINCIPAL PARTICIPANTS IN THE PROGRAM ARE MILITARY PERSONNEL 43 
STATIONED OUTSIDE THIS STATE. 44 
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D.  IF A STUDENT IS ENROLLED IN A DUAL BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAM 1 
UNDER A CONTRACT WITH A FOREIGN UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE, THE ARIZONA BOARD 2 
OF REGENTS MAY EXEMPT THE STUDENT FROM THE COURSE REQUIREMENT PRESCRIBED 3 
IN SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION IF THE STUDENT MEETS BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING 4 
REQUIREMENTS: 5 

1.  ENROLLED IN THE FOREIGN UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE BEFORE ENROLLING 6 
IN THE DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM OR IS OTHERWISE CONSIDERED TO BE PRIMARILY A 7 
STUDENT OF THE FOREIGN UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE. 8 

2.  SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETES THE AMERICAN WAY COURSE DESCRIBED IN 9 
SUBSECTION E OF THIS SECTION AT THE UNIVERSITY THE STUDENT ATTENDS OR, 10 
WITH THE APPROVAL OF THAT UNIVERSITY, AT ANOTHER UNIVERSITY OR COMMUNITY 11 
COLLEGE THAT OFFERS THE COURSE. 12 

E.  EACH UNIVERSITY THAT OFFERS A DUAL DEGREE PROGRAM AS DESCRIBED 13 
IN SUBSECTION D OF THIS SECTION SHALL OFFER AN AMERICAN WAY COURSE THAT IS 14 
DESIGNED TO PROVIDE A FOREIGN STUDENT WITH A FAMILIARITY AND UNDERSTANDING 15 
OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND CIVIC LIFE AND THEIR SOURCES, DEVELOPMENT 16 
AND CHARACTER.  THE COURSE MUST CONSIST OF FOUR SEMESTER CREDIT HOURS, 17 
WITH ONE SEMESTER CREDIT HOUR IN PRACTICUM ACTIVITIES INTENDED TO PROVIDE 18 
THE STUDENT WITH EXPERIENCE IN THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT THROUGH 19 
PARTICIPATION AT THE FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL LEVEL.  THE COURSE MAY NOT BE 20 
TAKEN FOR COURSE CREDIT BY A STUDENT OTHER THAN A STUDENT DESCRIBED BY 21 
SUBSECTION D OF THIS SECTION.  THE COURSE SHALL FOCUS ON ALL OF THE 22 
FOLLOWING: 23 

1.  IMPORTANT TEXTS, INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION AND 24 
THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 25 

2.  THE WORKS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF INFLUENTIAL AUTHORS, POLITICAL 26 
AND CULTURAL LEADERS AND OTHER IMPORTANT FIGURES. 27 

3.  IMPORTANT EVENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY. 28 
4.  IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS IN HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE 29 

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND THE HISTORY OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS.   30 
5.  THE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THIS STATE AND ITS PLACE IN 31 

UNITED STATES HISTORY AND CULTURE. 32 
F.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION: 33 
1.  "COMMUNITY COLLEGE" HAS THE SAME MEANING PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 34 

15-1401.  35 
2.  "UNIVERSITY" MEANS A UNIVERSITY UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 36 

ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS.  37 
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