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HB 2329

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 44-1799.05, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended
to read:

44-1799.05. Purchaser remedies for sale of unfit cats or

dogs; requirements; exceptions

A. A cat or dog that is purchased from a pet dealer is considered
to be unfit for sale if =itier ANY of the following applies:

1. Within fifteen days after the purchaser takes possession of the
animal, a veterinarian who is 1licensed pursuant to title 32, chapter
215— states in writing that in the veterinarian's opinion the cat or dog
has become i1l or otherwise symptomatic due to any illness, injury or
other defect that existed 1in the animal before the purchaser took
possession of the animal.

2. MWithin sixty days after the purchaser takes possession of the
animal, a veterinarian who is Tlicensed pursuant to title 32, chapter 21
states in writing that the animal has a congenital or hereditary condition
that adversely affects the health of the animal or that requires or is
likely to require hospitalization or nonelective surgical procedures.

3. THE PURCHASER SHOWS BY A PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE THAT THE
ANIMAL HAD AN ILLNESS, INJURY OR OTHER DEFECT AS DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH 1
OF THIS SUBSECTION OR A CONGENITAL OR HEREDITARY CONDITION AS DESCRIBED IN
PARAGRAPH 2 OF THIS SUBSECTION WHEN THE PURCHASER TOOK POSSESSION OF THE
ANIMAL.

B. The veterinary statement that is required pursuant to subsection
A OF THIS SECTION shall contain the following information:

1. The purchaser's name and address.

2. The date or dates on which the cat or dog was examined.

3. The type, breed and age of the cat or dog, if known.

4. A verification that the veterinarian examined the cat or dog.

5. A statement that the cat or dog had an illness or congenital or
hereditary problem that rendered the cat or dog unfit for sale or that
resulted in the cat's or dog's death.

6. The findings of the examination or necropsy, including
laboratory results or copies of laboratory reports, IF APPLICABLE.

C. If a cat or dog is unfit for sale pursuant to subsection A OF
THIS SECTION, the purchaser may elect one of the following remedies:

1. Return the animal to the pet dealer for a refund of the FULL
purchase price, including transaction privilege, sales or similar excise
tax.

2. If a replacement animal is available, exchange the animal for an
animal of the same species and of equivalent value and receive
reimbursement for reasonable veterinary fees for diagnosis and treatment
T amouTt ot ot moTe—tiamtheoriyimat—purchase price of —the—amimat OF
THE DISEASE, ILLNESS OR CONDITION, including transaction privilege, sales
or similar excise tax.
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3. Retain the animal and receive reimbursement from the pet dealer
for reasonable veterinary fees for diagnosis and treatment Tmamamoumt—of

mot—moTe tham —the—origimat—purchase price of the—amima+ OF THE DISEASE,
ILLNESS OR CONDITION, including transaction privilege, sales or similar
excise tax.

£ D. If a cat or dog was unfit for sale and has died or was
euthanized by a veterinarian who is licensed pursuant to title 32, chapter
21, the pet dealer shall refund to the purchaser the FULL purchase price,
including transaction privilege, sales or similar excise tax.

B~ E. The purchaser shall comply with all of the following
requirements to obtain the remedies available under this section:

1. Notify the pet dealer in writing that the cat or dog has a
medical or health problem, including a congenital or hereditary condition,
within five FIFTEEN days after a veterinarian who is Ticensed pursuant to
title 32, chapter 21 diagnoses the problem. The purchaser shall provide
the pet dealer with the veterinarian's name and telephone number.  THE
PURCHASER SHALL PRESENT COPIES TO THE PET DEALER OF ALL RECORDS THAT ARE
AVATLABLE RELATING TO THE ANIMAL'S DIAGNOSIS, DISEASE, TILLNESS OR
CONDITION.

lal i ), e il -
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H—or—mjuredt—or—tes—a congenitat—or

rereditary comditiom,—offer—topresent—the ctat—or—dog—to—the pet—deater;

together—with——Tcopies of art—Tecords that—are avaitabte to—the purchaser

regartimgthe Ttat s o dog S diagnos TS dnmaComd it o

3T 2. If the cat or dog dies within fifteem SIXTY days of AFTER
the purchase, give the pet dealer the veterinarian's written statement
that the cat or dog died from an illness that existed on or before the
DATE THE purchaser took possession of the cat or dog. The presentation of
the written statement 1is sufficient proof to claim reimbursement or
replacement pursuant to this section. The purchaser 1is not required to
return the dead DECEASED cat or dog to the pet dealer OR TO SUBMIT THE
ANIMAL TO A NECROPSY.

F. If the purchaser 1is requesting a refund for reasonable
veterinary expenses, an itemized bill of fees shall accompany the
veterinarian statement required pursuant to subsection A OF THIS
SECTION. The itemized bill shall include fees for examination, diagnosis
and treatment.

G. Unless the pet dealer contests the demand for remedies BY
PROVIDING WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE PURCHASER WITHIN TEN DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE NOTICE PRESCRIBED BY SUBSECTION E, PARAGRAPH 1 OF THIS SECTION, the
pet dealer shall pay refunds and shall reimburse veterinary expenses
within thirty days after receiving the veterinarian's statement or, if
applicable, within thirty days after the date on which the cat or dog is
returned to the pet dealer.

H. The purchaser shall not be reimbursed for the purchase price or
veterinary fees if any of the following applies:

_2_



O NOoOY Ol B~ WN

NS e el el e
N~ OWOONOOUT A WNR O W

HB 2329

1. The cat's or dog's illness or death resulted from maltreatment
or neglect or from an injury that the cat or dog sustained after the
purchaser took possession of the cat or dog.

2. The purchaser failed to carry out the recommended treatment
prescribed by the veterinarian who made the initial diagnosis. This

paragrapi does ot —appty T the Ttost—of—the treatment—together—with—the

VELETTIaTrTam S feeSs WOoU g ©XCeed the purchase price of the Tat or duy,;

e ot g tTaTSact T om priviteye,;, Sdtes O ST taTr EXCISE tax-

3. At the time of sale, the purchaser received the A WRITTEN
veterinary statement pursuvant—to subsectiom A and—the statement—disctosed
FROM THE PET DEALER DISCLOSING the disease, illness or condition for which
the purchaser seeks to return the cat or dog.

4. The purchaser refuses to return to the pet dealer all of the
documents that were THE PET DEALER provided to the purchaser for the
purpose of registering the cat or dog.

I. The value of veterinary medical services 1is deemed to be
reasonable if the services rendered are appropriate for the diagnosis and
treatment of an 1illness or congenital or hereditary condition and are
comparable to the value of similar services rendered by other Tlicensed
veterinarians.

Sec. 2. Repeal
Section 44-1799.11, Arizona Revised Statutes, is repealed.
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