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FACT SHEET FOR H.B. 2243 

 
wrong-way driving; violation; DUI 

 

Purpose 

 

Creates penalties for wrong-way driving on a controlled access highway. 

 

Background 

 

Aggravated driving occurs when a person: 1) is convicted of any driving under the 

influence (DUI) violation while the person's driver license is suspended, revoked or restricted; 

2) commits a subsequent DUI offense within seven years; 3) commits a DUI offense with a minor 

under 15 years of age in the vehicle; or 4) commits a DUI violation with an interlock ignition 

device (IID) equipped in the vehicle. The Arizona Department of Transportation will revoke the 

driver license of an aggravated driving offender for at least one year and require the offender to 

equip the person's motor vehicle with an IID for a minimum of two years after reinstatement of 

driving privileges (A.R.S. § 28-1383).  

 

A controlled access highway is a highway, street or roadway to or from which owners or 

occupants of abutting lands and other persons have no legal right of access except at such points 

only and in the manner determined by the public authority that has jurisdiction over the highway, 

street or roadway (A.R.S. § 28-601).  

 

A traffic survival school (TSS) is a school that offers educational sessions designed to 

improve driver safety and habits that are required of drivers convicted of certain traffic offenses 

(A.R.S. § 28-101). 

 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact on the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation.  

 

Provisions 

 

1. Establishes that a person who drives the wrong way on a controlled access highway commits 

wrong-way driving and subjects a violation of wrong-way driving to the following penalties: 

a) a civil penalty fine of $500; and 

b) attendance and successful completion of an approved TSS. 

 

2. Classifies, as aggravated driving, the violation for a person who is convicted of a DUI or 

extreme DUI violation while driving the wrong way on a controlled access highway. 

 

http://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/01383.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/00601.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/00101.htm
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3. Defines wrong way as vehicular movement that is in a direction opposing the legal flow of 

traffic and specifies that wrong way does not include median crossing or a collision where a 

motor vehicle comes to a stop facing the wrong way. 

 

4. Makes technical and conforming changes.  

 

5. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

 

House Action 

 

JPS  1/24/18     DPA     6-3-0-0 

TI  1/31/18     DP        7-1-0-0 

3rd Read 2/14/18                  38-21-1 

 

Prepared by Senate Research 

February 23, 2018 

KN/CU/lb 

 


