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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Public lands; ownership and control; attorney 2 

general; analysis; litigation; delayed repeal 3 
A.  On or before September 17, 2018, the attorney general shall 4 

analyze at least the following legal theories that this state may pursue 5 
to attempt to gain ownership or control of the public lands within this 6 
state: 7 

1.  The equal sovereignty principle, which recognizes that for a 8 
federal republic such as the United States to function, each member of the 9 
republic must be equal in sovereign power. 10 

2.  The equal footing doctrine, which recognizes that each state 11 
must be admitted to the United States on an equal footing with the 12 
original thirteen states. 13 

3.  The compact theory, which recognizes that a compact was formed 14 
between this state and the federal government under which this state 15 
agreed to allow the federal government to retain land within its borders 16 
and the federal government agreed to promptly and completely dispose of 17 
that land by sale or grant. 18 

4.  The property clause, which recognizes that the framers of the 19 
United States Constitution intended to grant the power to regulate federal 20 
lands only in the context of disposal, not to permanently retain the 21 
majority of the land within a state. 22 

B.  On or before October 1, 2018, the attorney general shall submit 23 
a report of the attorney general's analysis pursuant to subsection A of 24 
this section to the president of the senate and the speaker of the house 25 
of representatives. 26 

C.  On or after November 1, 2018, and after consulting with the 27 
president of the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives, 28 
the attorney general may commence an action to attempt to gain ownership 29 
or control of the public lands within this state. 30 

D.  This section is repealed from and after September 30, 2026. 31 
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