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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 15-101, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
15-101.  Definitions 4 
In this title, unless the context otherwise requires: 5 
1.  "Accommodation school" means either: 6 
(a)  A school which is operated through the county board of supervisors 7 

and the county school superintendent and which the county school 8 
superintendent administers to serve a military reservation or territory which 9 
is not included within the boundaries of a school district. 10 

(b)  A school that provides educational services to homeless children 11 
or alternative education programs as provided in section 15-308, 12 
subsection B. 13 

2.  "Assessed valuation" means the valuation derived by applying the 14 
applicable percentage as provided in title 42, chapter 15, article 1 to the 15 
full cash value or limited property value, whichever is applicable, of the 16 
property. 17 

3.  "Charter school" means a public school established by contract with 18 
a SCHOOL district governing board, the state board of education or the state 19 
board for charter schools pursuant to article 8 of this chapter to provide 20 
learning that will improve pupil achievement. 21 

4.  "Child with a disability" means a child with a disability as 22 
defined in section 15-761. 23 

5.  "Class A bonds" means general obligation bonds approved by a vote 24 
of the qualified electors of a school district at an election held on or 25 
before December 31, 1998. 26 

6.  "Class B bonds" means general obligation bonds approved by a vote 27 
of the qualified electors of a school district at an election held from and 28 
after December 31, 1998. 29 

7.  "Competency" means a demonstrated ability in a skill at a specified 30 
performance level. 31 

8.  "Course" means organized subject matter in which instruction is 32 
offered within a given period of time and for which credit toward promotion, 33 
graduation or certification is usually given.  A course consists of knowledge 34 
selected from a subject for instructional purposes in the schools. 35 

9.  "Course of study" means a list of required and optional subjects to 36 
be taught in the schools. 37 

10.  "Fiscal year" means the year beginning July 1 and ending June 30. 38 
11.  "Governing board" means a body organized for the government and 39 

management of the schools within a school district or a county school 40 
superintendent in the conduct of an accommodation school. 41 

12.  11.  "Lease" means an agreement for conveyance and possession of 42 
real or personal property. 43 
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13.  12.  "Limited property value" means the value determined pursuant 1 
to title 42, chapter 13, article 7.  Limited property value shall be used as 2 
the basis for assessing, fixing, determining and levying primary property 3 
taxes. 4 

14.  13.  "Parent" means the natural or adoptive parent of a child or a 5 
person who has custody of a child. 6 

15.  14.  "Person who has custody" means a parent or legal guardian of a 7 
child, a person to whom custody of the child has been given by order of a 8 
court or a person who stands in loco parentis to the child. 9 

16.  15.  "P.L. 81-874" means P.L. PUBLIC LAW 81-874 or its successors. 10 
17.  16.  "Primary property taxes" means all ad valorem taxes except for 11 

secondary property taxes. 12 
18.  17.  "Private school" means a nonpublic institution where 13 

instruction is imparted. 14 
19.  18.  "School" means any public institution established for the 15 

purposes of  offering instruction to pupils in programs for preschool 16 
children with disabilities, kindergarten programs or any combination of 17 
grades one through twelve. 18 

20.  19.  "School district" means a political subdivision of this state 19 
with geographic boundaries organized for the purpose of the administration, 20 
support and maintenance of the public schools AND THAT CONSISTS OF ONE HIGH 21 
SCHOOL, NO MORE THAN ___ JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS AND NO MORE THAN ___ ELEMENTARY 22 
SCHOOLS or an accommodation school. 23 

21.  20.  "Secondary property taxes" means ad valorem taxes used to pay 24 
the principal of and the interest and redemption charges on any bonded 25 
indebtedness or other lawful long-term obligation issued or incurred for a 26 
specific purpose by a school district or a community college district and 27 
amounts levied pursuant to an election to exceed a budget, expenditure or tax 28 
limitation. 29 

22.  21.  "Subject" means a division or field of organized knowledge, 30 
such as English or mathematics, or a selection from an organized body of 31 
knowledge for a course or teaching unit, such as the English novel or 32 
elementary algebra. 33 

Sec. 2.  Section 15-302, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 34 
15-302.  Powers and duties 35 
A.  The county school superintendent shall: 36 
1.  Distribute all laws, reports, circulars, instructions and forms 37 

which he may receive THAT THE COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT RECEIVES for the 38 
use of school officers. 39 

2.  Record all official acts. 40 
3.  Appoint governing board members of school districts to fill all 41 

vacancies, but the term of the appointment shall be until the next regular 42 
election for governing board members, at which time a successor shall be 43 
elected to serve the unexpired portion of the term.  The county school 44 
superintendent may, if he deems it in the best interest of the community, 45 
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call a special election to fill the vacancies.  If an election is called, the 1 
newly elected member shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired portion 2 
of the term. 3 

3.  PERFORM ALL ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES ON BEHALF OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS 4 
LOCATED IN THE COUNTY.  THE COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT SHALL ENSURE THAT 5 
THE PERFORMANCE OF THE COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT’S ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES 6 
DO NOT CONFLICT WITH OR INTERFERE WITH THE DUTIES ASSIGNED TO SCHOOL 7 
PRINCIPALS FOR THE DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONS OF INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS PURSUANT TO 8 
THIS TITLE. 9 

4.  ORGANIZE EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT INTO A DISTRICT CONSISTING OF ONE 10 
HIGH SCHOOL, NO MORE THAN ___ JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS AND NO MORE THAN ___ 11 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.  12 

4.  5.  Make reports, when directed by the superintendent of public 13 
instruction, showing matters relating to schools in his THE county as may be 14 
required on the forms furnished by the superintendent of public instruction. 15 

5.  6.  Have such powers and perform such duties as otherwise 16 
prescribed by law. 17 

6.  7.  On or before October 1 of each year, make a report to the 18 
superintendent of public instruction showing the amount of monies received 19 
from state school funds, special school district taxes and other sources, the 20 
total expenditures for school purposes and the balance on hand to the credit 21 
of each school district at the close of the school year. 22 

7.  8.  Contract with the board of supervisors for the board of 23 
supervisors to conduct all regular school district elections. 24 

8.  9.  Be responsible, in cooperation with the governing boards and 25 
the board of supervisors, for all special school district elections. 26 

9.  10.  Maintain teacher and administrator certification records of 27 
effective dates and expiration dates of teachers’ and administrators’ 28 
certificates in compliance with guidelines prescribed in the uniform system 29 
of financial records for those school districts for which the county school 30 
superintendent is the fiscal agent.  The county school superintendent shall 31 
not draw a warrant in payment of a teacher’s, substitute teacher’s or 32 
administrator’s salary unless the teacher, substitute teacher or 33 
administrator is legally certified during the fiscal year in which the term 34 
for payment is demanded. 35 

10.  11.  Notify a school district three years before the expiration of 36 
a revenue control limit override that the school district’s budget must be 37 
adjusted in the final two years of the override pursuant to section 15-481, 38 
subsections P and Q, if the voters do not approve another override. 39 

11.  12.  In collaboration with the department of education and other 40 
state agencies, provide assistance to school districts and charter schools on 41 
the use of student data, staff development, curriculum alignment and 42 
technology to improve student performance. 43 
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12.  13.  Assist schools in meeting yearly adequate progress goals as 1 
defined by criteria established by the state board of education and 2 
implemented by the department of education. 3 

B.  At the request of school districts and charter schools, the county 4 
school superintendent may provide discretionary programs in addition to the 5 
programs prescribed in subsection A.  6 

C.  The county school superintendent may provide the services 7 
prescribed in subsections A and B in the county or jointly with two or more 8 
counties pursuant to title 11, chapter 7, article 3.  9 

D.  Each county school superintendent may establish an advisory 10 
committee to the office of the county school superintendent.   11 

Sec. 3.  Repeal 12 
Title 15, chapter 3, articles 2 and 3, Arizona Revised Statutes, are 13 

repealed. 14 
Sec. 4.  Section 15-351, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 15 
15-351.  School councils; duties; membership 16 
A.  The purpose of this section is to ensure that individuals who are 17 

affected by the outcome of a decision at the school site share in the 18 
decision making process. 19 

B.  Each school shall establish a school council.  A governing board 20 
THE COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL may delegate to a 21 
school council the responsibility to develop a curriculum and may delegate 22 
any additional powers that are reasonably necessary to accomplish 23 
decentralization.  The school council shall take into consideration the 24 
ethnic composition of the local community and, except as provided in section 25 
15-352, shall consist of the following members: 26 

1.  Parents or guardians of pupils enrolled in the school who are not 27 
employed by the school district. 28 

2.  Teachers. 29 
3.  Noncertified employees. 30 
4.  Community members. 31 
5.  Pupils, if the school is a high school. 32 
6.  The principal of the school. 33 
C.  Each group specified in subsection B of this section shall select 34 

its school council appointees and shall submit the names of its respective 35 
representatives to the principal.  The initial representatives shall be 36 
selected at public meetings held at the school site, and, thereafter, 37 
representatives shall be selected by their groups in the manner determined by 38 
the school council.  Schools shall give notice of the public meeting where 39 
the initial representatives of the groups shall be selected, clearly stating 40 
its purpose, time and place.  The notice shall be posted in at least three 41 
different locations at the school site and in the community and shall be 42 
given to pupils for delivery to their parents or guardians. 43 

D.  The governing board COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT shall determine 44 
the initial number of school council members.  Thereafter, the school council 45 
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shall determine the number. The number of teachers and parents or guardians 1 
of pupils enrolled at the school shall be equal.  Teachers and parents or 2 
guardians of pupils enrolled at the school shall constitute a majority of the 3 
school council members. 4 

E.  The school council shall adopt written guidelines that specify the 5 
number of school council members and the methods for the selection of school 6 
council members. 7 

F.  The principal shall serve as chairman of the school council unless 8 
another person is elected by a majority of the school council members.  9 

Sec. 5.  Section 15-353, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 10 
15-353.  Responsibilities of principals 11 
The principal of every school offering instruction in preschool 12 

programs, kindergarten programs or any combination of grades one through 13 
twelve is responsible for: 14 

1.  THE DAY-TO-DAY OPERATION OF THE SCHOOL. 15 
2.  ALL PERSONNEL MATTERS OF TEACHERS AND OTHER PERSONS EMPLOYED AT THE 16 

SCHOOL, INCLUDING THE HIRING, DISCIPLINE AND TERMINATION OF SCHOOL PERSONNEL.  17 
1.  3.  Providing leadership for the school. 18 
2.  4.  Implementing the goals and the strategic plan of the school. 19 
3.  5.  Serving as the administrator of the school. 20 
4.  6.  Distributing a parental satisfaction survey to the parent of 21 

every child enrolled at the school.  The parental satisfaction survey shall 22 
be distributed at least once each year and shall be distributed as part of 23 
the regular parent communication correspondence.  24 

Sec. 6.  Repeal 25 
A.  Title 15, chapter 4, articles 2 and 3, Arizona Revised Statutes, 26 

are repealed. 27 
B.  Title 15, chapter 5, article 3, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 28 

repealed. 29 
Sec. 7.  Transfer and succession of powers of school district 30 

governing boards 31 
Notwithstanding any other law, on the effective date of this act: 32 
1.  All existing school district governing boards are terminated and 33 

shall be disbanded.  34 
2.  The employment of all school district administrative personnel is 35 

terminated.  36 
3.  The county school superintendent of the county where a school 37 

district is located succeeds to the authority, powers, duties and 38 
responsibilities of the school district governing board with respect to the 39 
administrative duties of the school district. 40 

4.  Each school principal shall succeed to the authority, powers, 41 
duties and responsibilities of the school district governing board with 42 
respect to the day-to-day operations of each school, including the hiring, 43 
discipline and termination of school employees.  44 
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5.  School councils established pursuant to section 15-351, Arizona 1 
Revised Statutes, as amended by this act, shall succeed to the authority, 2 
powers, duties and responsibilities of the school district governing board 3 
with respect to the oversight of each school. 4 

6.  Former members of school district governing boards shall serve on 5 
one or more school councils established pursuant to section 15-351, Arizona 6 
Revised Statutes, as amended by this act, until the date of expiration of the 7 
governing board member’s term of office.      8 

Sec. 8.  Conforming legislation 9 
The legislative council staff shall prepare proposed legislation 10 

conforming the Arizona Revised Statutes to the provisions of this act for 11 
consideration in the forty-seventh legislature, first regular session. 12 


