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ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 

SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE AND  
HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES, ENERGY & WATER  

COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
January 20, 2026 

1:45 P.M. or upon adjournment of the Senate Natural Resources 
 Committee and upon adj. of the House Natural Resources, Energy & Water 

Committee, SHR1 
 
Members of the public may access a livestream of the meeting here:   
https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?clientID=6361162879&eventID=2026011004 
 
Members Present:   
Senator Thomas "T.J." Shope, Co-Chair Representative Gail Griffin, Co-Chair 
Senator Frank Carroll Representative Pamela Carter 
Senator Timothy "Tim" Dunn Representative Patricia Contreras 
Senator Rosanna Gabaldón Representative Ralph Heap 
Senator David Gowan Representative Sarah Liguori 
Senator Theresa Hatathlie Representative Chris Lopez 
Senator Janae Shamp Representative Teresa Martinez 
Senator Priya Sundareshan Representative Christopher Mathis 
  Representative Mae Peshlakai 
 Representative James Taylor 
  
Staff: 
Sawyer Bessler, Senate Natural Resources Research Analyst 
Skylin Flores, Senate Natural Resources Research Intern 
Corbin Wright, House Natural Resources, Energy and Water Research Analyst 
 
Co-Chair Shope called the meeting to order at 2:44 p.m. and attendance was noted. 
 
Co-Chair Shope offered comments. 
 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
 
Presentation by the Arizona Office of the Auditor General 
 
Katie Grzybowski, Arizona Office of the Auditor General, distributed and explained a 
PowerPoint Presentation entitled "Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board, 
Performance Audit and Sunset Review" (Attachment A) and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
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Response by the Arizona Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
 
Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director, Arizona Veterinary Medical Examining Board, 
distributed and explained a PowerPoint Presentation entitled "Arizona State Veterinary 
Medical Examining Board" (Attachment B) and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Public Testimony 
 
Dr. Tara Temple, President, Arizona Veterinary Medical Association, testified in 
support of the Arizona Veterinary Medical Examining Board. 
 
Discussion and Recommendation 
 

Representative Griffin moved that the Senate Natural Resources 
Committee of Reference and the House Natural Resources, Energy 
and Water Committee of Reference make the recommendation to 
continue the Arizona Veterinary Medical Examining Board for 8 years, 
until July 1, 2034. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA STATE LAND DEPARTMENT 
 
Presentation by the Arizona Office of the Auditor General 
 
Jessika Hallquist, Performance Audit Manager, Arizona Auditor General's Office, 
distributed and explained a PowerPoint Presentation entitled "Arizona State Land 
Department, Performance/Special Audits and Sunset Review" (Attachment C) and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Jeff Gove, Director, Performance Audit Division, Arizona Auditor General's Office, 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Ms. Hallquist answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Response by the Arizona State Land Department 
 
Robyn Sahid, Commissioner, Arizona State Land Department, distributed and 
explained a PowerPoint Presentation entitled "Arizona State Land Department" 
(Attachment D) and distributed a handout of the requested data from prior hearings 
(Attachment E). Ms. Sahid answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
The Committee offered comments. 
 
Public Testimony  
 
Reed Larson, Greenlee County Board of Supervisors, offered comments. 
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Timothy Marsh, representing self, offered comments. 
 
Spencer Kamps, Home Builders Association of Central Arizona, offered comments 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Steve Trussell, Arizona Rock Products Association, The Arizona Mining 
Association, offered comments. 
 
Patrick Bray, Arizona Farm and Ranch Group, offered comments. 
 
The Committee offered comments. 
 
Discussion and Recommendation 
 
Ms. Sahid answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
The Committee offered comments. 
 

Representative Griffin moved that the Senate Natural Resources 
Committee of Reference and the House Natural Resources, Energy and 
Water Committee of Reference make the recommendation to continue the 
Arizona State Land Department for 4 years with a report due in 2 years 
with completed recommendations, until July 1, 2030. The motion 
CARRIED with a roll call vote of 11-7-0 (Attachment 1). 

 
Representative Carter, Senators Gabaldón, Shamp, Sundareshan, 
Representatives Contreras, Martinez, Senator Hatathlie, Representative Lopez, 
Senator Dunn, Representative Griffin and Senator Shope explained their votes. 
 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their positions on the legislation 
(Attachment F). 
 
Attached are the forms noting the individuals who submitted a speaker slip on the legislation 
(Attachment G). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:48 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 Jackson Cooper  
 Committee Secretary 
 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, 
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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