ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE

JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Meeting
June 21, 2023
9:00 A.M., SHR 109

Members of the public may access a livestream of the meeting here:
https://www.azleg.gov/videoplayer/?clientiD=6361162879&event|D=2023061026

Members Present:

Senator Sonny Borrelli, Chair 2023 Representative Matt Gress, Chair 2024
Senator Eva Diaz Representative David Marshall
Senator David C. Farnsworth Representative Beverly Pingerelli

Senator Anthony Kern
Senator Juan Mendez

Members Absent:
Representative Alma Hernandez
Representative Marcelino Quifionez

Members Excused:
Senator Warren Petersen, Ex-officio Representative Ben Toma, Ex-officio

Staff:

Anna Nguyen, Senate Research Staff
Sawyer Bessler, Senate Research Staff
Joel Hobbins, House Research Staff
Jeremy Bassham, House Research Staff

Chairman Borrelli called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.
OPENING REMARKS
Senator Farnsworth offered comments.

GADSDEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT PERFORMANCE AUDIT, MAY 2020
REPORT AND 36-MONTH FOLLOW-UP REPORT

Presentation by the Arizona Auditor General's Office

Christine Haidet, Auditor General's Office, distributed and explained a PowerPoint
presentation entitled "Gadsden Elementary School District - Performance Audit: May
2020, 36-month Follow-up Report: June 2023" (Attachment A) and described the
recommendations made to the Gadsden Elementary School District. Ms. Haidet
answered questions posed by the Committee.
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Lindsey Perry, Auditor General, answered questions posed by the Committee.
Senator Borrelli asked that the attendance be noted.

Presentation by the Gadsden Elementary School District

Lizette Esparza, Gadsden Elementary School District Superintendent, introduced
the school district team and gave an overview of the school district's responses.
Superintendent Esparza answered questions posed by the Committee.
Senator Borrelli offered comments.
Superintendent Esparza answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
Representative Gress offered comments.
Superintendent Esparza offered comments.
Rosie Ballesteros, Gadsden Elementary School District Human Resources
Director, explained the implementation process for the Auditor General's
recommendation regarding payroll changes. Ms. Ballesteros answered questions posed
by the Committee.
Superintendent Esparza answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
Senator Kern offered comments.
Superintendent Esparza answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
The Committee offered comments.
Superintendent Esparza answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
The Committee offered comments.
Superintendent Esparza answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
Senator Borrelli offered additional comments.
Superintendent Esparza answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
Lindsey Perry, Auditor General, answered questions posed by the Committee.
Superintendent Esparza answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
The Committee offered comments.
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Superintendent Esparza offered additional comments.

The Committee offered comments.

RECESS

At 10:39 a.m. the Chairman recessed the meeting to the sound of the gavel.

RECONVENE

At 10:49 the Chairman called the meeting to order.
Representative Gress moved that the Auditor General conduct a follow-up
report of the Gadsden Elementary School District to be completed by
December 31, 2023. The motion CARRIED by voice vote.

Senator Mendez requested clarification on the motion.

The Committee offered comments.

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SAFETY—COMPARING DEPARTMENT

PRACTICES FOR CLASSIFYING AND LOCATING CHILDREN MISSING FROM CARE

TO BEST PRACTICES, SEPTEMBER 2021 REPORT AND 18-MONTH FOLLOW-UP

REPORT

Presentation by the Arizona Auditor General's Office

Dale Chapman, Auditor General's Office, distributed and explained a PowerPoint
presentation entitled "Arizona Department of Child Safety, Comparing Department
Practices for Classifying and Locating Children Missing from Care to Best Practices,
Special Audit: September 2021, 18-month Follow-up Report: June 2023" (Attachment B)
and described the recommendations made to the Arizona Department of Child Safety.
Mr. Chapman answered questions posed by the Committee.

Senator Farnsworth offered comments.

Kathryn Ptak, General Counsel, Arizona Department of Child Safety, answered
questions posed by the Committee.

Senator Farnsworth offered additional comments.
Representative Gress offered comments.
Senator Farnsworth offered additional comments.
Mr. Chapman answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
Joint Legislative Audit Committee

June 21, 2023
Page 3



Lindsey Perry, Auditor General, answered questions posed by the Committee.
Mr. Chapman answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
Representative Gress offered additional comments.

Presentation by the Arizona Department of Child Safety

Kathryn Ptak, General Counsel, Arizona Department of Child Safety, discussed the
answer to a question previously posed by the Committee and answered additional
questions posed by the Committee.

Senator Kern offered comments.

Ms. Ptak offered comments and answered additional questions posed by the Committee.
Senator Farnsworth offered comments.

Ms. Ptak offered additional comments.

Senator Borrelli offered comments.

Ms. Ptak answered additional questions posed by the Committee.

Senator Farnsworth offered additional comments.

Ms. Ptak answered additional questions posed by the Committee.

Senator Kern offered additional comments.

Ms. Ptak answered additional questions posed by the Committee.

Senator Kern offered additional comments.

CONSIDERATION AND VOTE ON THE 2024 SPECIAL AUDIT OF THE ARIZONA
DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SAFETY—YOUNG ADULT PROGRAM

Lindsey Perry, Auditor General, distributed a booklet entitled "Joint Legislative Audit
Committee - June 21, 2023 - 9:00 a.m." (Attachment C). Ms. Perry explained the
proposed 2024 special audit topic and the memo regarding this topic (Attachment C, Tab
3) and answered questions posed by the Committee.

Senator Mendez requested clarification.

Auditor General Perry offered comments.
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Representative Gress and Senator Farnsworth offered comments.
Representative Gress moved that the Auditor General conduct a special
audit of the Arizona Department of Child Safety—Young Adult Program to be
completed by September 30, 2024. The motion CARRIED by voice vote.
NEXT JLAC MEETING

Senator Borrelli announced that the next JLAC meeting would be September 19 or 20, 2023
and offered comments on an agenda item for the next meeting.

Lindsey Perry, Auditor General, offered comments.
The Committee offered comments.

Senator Borrelli shared comments from the Rules Attorney on the earlier motion regarding
the follow-up report of the Gadsden Elementary School District.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jenn Dickey
Committee Secretary

(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center,
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)
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