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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
 

SENATE WATER AND AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE FOR THE 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES  

 
Minutes of the Meeting 

January 16, 2020 
10:00 a.m., Senate Hearing Room 3 

 
 
Members Present: 
Senator Sine Kerr, Chair  
Senator Sylvia Allen  
Senator David Gowan  
Senator Juan Mendez  
Senator Frank Pratt  
Senator Victoria Steele  
  
Member Excused: 
Senator Lisa Otondo  
 
Staff: 
Kaitlyn Neff, Senate Research Analyst 
Cameron Toering, Senate Research Intern 
 
 
Chairman Kerr called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. and attendance was noted. 
 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES  
 
Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 
 
Monette Kiepke, Senior Performance Auditor, Office of the Auditor General, distributed 
and explained a PowerPoint presentation entitled "Arizona Department of Water Resources: 
Performance Audit and Sunset Review Report No. 19-101 Issued January 2019" 
(Attachment A). Ms. Kiepke addressed the findings of the Performance Audit and Sunset 
Review, including subsequent recommendations to the agency. Ms. Kiepke answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Presentation by the Arizona Department of Water Resources 
 
Thomas Buschatzke, Director, Arizona Department of Water Resources, distributed and 
explained a PowerPoint presentation entitled "Managing Arizona's Water Resources" 
(Attachment B). Mr. Buschatzke gave an update regarding the Department's response of the 
Auditor General's Performance Audit and Sunset Review and answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
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Public Testimony 
 
No public testimony took place.  
 
Discussion and Recommendations  
 
The Committee discussed and shared comments of the Arizona Department of Water 
Resources Performance Audit and Sunset Review. 
 

Senator Pratt moved that the Senate Water and Agriculture Committee of 
Reference make the recommendation to continue the Arizona 
Department of Water Resources for eight years until July 1, 2028. The 
motion CARRIED by voice vote.  

Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the agenda item 
(Attachment C). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:31 a.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 Imee L. Andrew 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, 
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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