ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE

School Safety Program Oversight Committee
Minutes of the Meeting

Wednesday, July 9, 2008
9:30 a.m. Senate Hearing Room 109

Members Present:

Senator Thayer Verschoor, CoChairman Rani Collins
Senator Victor Soltero Dr. Fred DePrez
Representative Cloves Campbell Andy Swann
Alice Bustillo

Members Absent:
Representative Mark Anderson, CoChairman  William Udall
Richard Fimbres

Staff:
Dawn Wallace, Senate Education Research Analyst

Chairman Verschoor called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Senator Verschoor moved the minutes of May 23, 2008, be
approved. Without objection, the minutes were approved as
distributed.

REVIEW

Dawn Wallace, Senate Education Research Analyst, gave a brief review of
the Committee’s actions from the previous meeting and provided an overview of
the agenda items the members will be discussing. Ms. Wallace also answered
guestions posed by the Committee members.

FINAL FY 2009 FUNDING SUMMARY

Jean Ajamie, Director, School Safety and Prevention, Arizona Department
of Education, presented information regarding the Final Fiscal Year (FY) 2009
Funding Summary, referring to a handout entitled “School Safety Program
Legislative Oversight Committee Final FY 09 School Safety Program Funding
Summary” (Attachment A). In addition, Ms. Ajamie answered questions posed
by the Committee members.

CONSIDERATION OF FINAL FY 2009 AWARDS
Jean Ajamie, Director, School Safety and Prevention, Arizona Department

of Education, provided the Committee members with information regarding the
consideration of final FY 2009 awards, referring to a handout entitled “School



Safety Program Legislative Oversight Committee Final FY09 School Safety
Program Application Award Recommendations” (Attachment B). Ms. Ajamie also
answered questions posed by the Committee members.

Dawn Wallace, Senate Education Research Analyst, answered questions
posed by the Committee members regarding the consideration of final FY 2009
awards.

Dr. DePrez moved that the School Safety Oversight Committee
approve the Arizona Department of Education final fiscal
year 2009 school safety program application award
recommendations.

Senator Soltero moved a substitute motion that the School
Safety Oversight Committee approve the Arizona Department
of Education final fiscal year 2009 school safety program
application award recommendations and also provide any
available funds to the Sunnyside School District to allocate to
their choice of schools for participation in the school safety
program with any monies that are available after the awards
process.

Manuel Isquierdo, Superintendent, Sunnyside School District, testified in
support of Senator Soltero’s substitute motion.

Jean Ajamie, Director, School Safety and Prevention, Arizona Department
of Education, answered questions regarding Senator Soltero’s substitute motion
and reviewed the grant process.

The Soltero substitute motion FAILED by voice vote.
The original motion CARRIED by voice vote.

CONSIDERATION OF ARIZONA FOUNDATION FOR LEGAL SERVICES AND
EDUCATION CONTRACT

Dawn Wallace, Senate Education Research Analyst, gave a brief description
of the Committee’s action for the consideration of the Arizona Foundation for
Legal Services and Education contract.

Ms. Bustillo moved that the School Safety Oversight
Committee approve the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services
and Education contract.

The motion CARRIED by voice vote.
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ASSIGNMENT OF APPEALS HEARING PANEL

Dawn Wallace, Senate Education Research Analyst, explained the process
for the assignment members to the appeals hearing panel and answered
guestions posed by the Committee members.

Senator Soltero recommended Mr. Fimbres as a member of the appeals hearing
panel.

Ms. Bustillo and Dr. DePrez volunteered to be members of the appeals hearing
panel.

Senator Verschoor assigned Alice Bustillo, Dr. Fred DePrez and Richard Fimbres
to be members of the appeals hearing panel.

DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION OF APPEALS PROCEDURES

Jean Ajamie, Director, School Safety and Prevention, Arizona Department
of Education, briefly described the internal appeal procedure, referring to a
handout entitled “School Safety Program Legislative Oversight Committee
Internal Appeal Procedure” (Attachment C). Ms. Ajamie also answered
guestions posed by the Committee members.

Dawn Wallace, Senate Education Research Analyst, answered questions
posed by the Committee members regarding the appeal procedure.

Mr. Swann moved that the School Safety Oversight
Committee approve the Arizona Department of Education
recommendation for modifications to the appeals procedure to
include the specification that appellants reach the minimum
score of sixty-eight in order to successfully complete the
appeal.

The motion CARRIED by voice vote.
PUBLIC TESTIMONY
Manuel Isquierdo, Superintendent, Sunnyside School District, testified
regarding the scoring and appeals procedures and answered questions posed by

the Committee members.

Dawn Wallace, Senate Education Research Analyst, answered questions
posed by the Committee members regarding the appeals procedure.
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Ritz
Committee Secretary

(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of Senate’s Office/Resource Center,
Room 115).
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