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Background 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-2953, the Joint Legislative Audit Committee assigned the sunset 

review of the Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants (Board) to the Senate Health 

and Human Services and House Health Committee of Reference (COR).  

The Board was established by Laws 1977, Chapter 159.  The Board consists of 11 

members: five physician assistants who hold a current license, two public members, four 

physicians who are actively practicing medicine and two of whom supervise a physician assistant 

at the time of appointment.  All Board members are appointed by the Governor and must submit 

to a state and federal background check (A.R.S. § 32-2502).  The Board annually elects a 

chairperson and vice-chairperson from the existing members and is required to meet on a 

quarterly basis (A.R.S. § 32-2503).  The Board's primary duty is to protect the public from 

unlawful, incompetent, unqualified, impaired, or unprofessional physician assistants.  The Board 

is also responsible for licensing, regulation, investigations and discipline of physician assistants 

(A.R.S. § 32-2504).       

 

Committee of Reference Sunset Review Procedures 

The COR held one public meeting on Monday, November 27, 2017, to review and 

consider the Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants responses to the sunset factors 

(See Appendix A) and to receive public testimony (See Appendix C).  

A video recording of the committee can be found at: 

http://azleg.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?clip_id=19960  

Committee Recommendations 

The Committee of Reference recommended that the Legislature continue the Arizona 

Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants for eight years. 

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/41/02953.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/32/02502.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/32/02503.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/32/02504.htm
http://azleg.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?clip_id=19960
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 Interim agendas can be obtained via the Internet at http://www.azleg.gov /Interim-Committees 

 
ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
INTERIM MEETING NOTICE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

SENATE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HOUSE HEALTH COMMITTEE OF 
REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET REVIEW OF THE: 

 ARIZONA ACUPUNCTURE BOARD OF EXAMINERS  
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC SECURITY 

ARIZONA REGULATORY BOARD OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS 
ARIZONA BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY EXAMINERS 

 
 
Date:  Monday, November 27, 2017 
 
Time:  10:00 A.M. 
 
Place:  HHR 1 
 

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 
2. Sunset Review of the State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners 

• Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 
• Response by the State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners 
• Public Testimony 
• Discussion 
• Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 

3. Sunset Review of the Arizona Department of Economic Security 
• Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 

a) Child Care Services 
b) Division of Developmental Disabilities 
c) Information Technology 
d) Vocational Rehabilitation Service Program 

• Response by the Arizona Department of Economic Security 
• Public Testimony 
• Discussion 
• Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 

4. Sunset Review of the Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants 
• Response by the Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants 
• Public Testimony 
• Discussion 
• Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 
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5. Sunset Review of the Arizona Board of Occupational Therapy Examiners 
• Response by the Arizona Board of Occupational Therapy Examiners 
• Public Testimony 
• Discussion 
• Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 

6. Adjourn 
  
 
 
 
Members: 
 
Senator Nancy Barto, Co-Chair Representative Heather Carter, Co-Chair 
Senator David Bradley Representative Regina Cobb 
Senator Katie Hobbs Representative Jay Lawrence 
Senator Debbie Lesko Representative Tony Navarrete 
Senator Steve Montenegro Representative Pamela Powers Hannley 

 
 
 
11/2/17 
jy 
 

People with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations such as interpreters, 
alternative formats, or assistance with physical accessibility.  If you require accommodations, 
please contact the Chief Clerk's Office at (602) 926-3032 or through Arizona Relay Service 7-1-1. 
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ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 

SENATE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND HOUSE HEALTH COMMITTEE OF 
REFERENCE FOR THE SUNSET REVIEW OF THE: 

 ARIZONA ACUPUNCTURE BOARD OF EXAMINERS  
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC SECURITY 

ARIZONA REGULATORY BOARD OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS 
ARIZONA BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY EXAMINERS 

 
Minutes of the Meeting 

November 27, 2017 
10:00 a.m., House Hearing Room 1 

 
 
 
Members Present: 
Senator Nancy Barto, Co-Chair Representative Heather Carter, Co-Chair 
Senator David Bradley Representative Jay Lawrence 
Senator Katie Hobbs Representative Tony Navarrete 
Senator Debbie Lesko Representative Pamela Powers Hannley 
Senator Steve Montenegro  

 
Members Excused: 
Representative Regina Cobb  

 
 
Staff: 
Rick Hazelton, House Research Analyst 
Jessica Newland, Senate Research Assistant Analyst 

 
 
Co-Chair Carter called the meeting to order at 10:09 a.m. and attendance was noted. 
Representative Carter made statements regarding the content and order of the meeting. 
 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA ACUPUNCTURE BOARD OF 
EXAMINERS 
 
Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 
 
Katie Grzybowski, Office of the Auditor General (OAG), distributed and explained a 
PowerPoint entitled "State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners" (Attachment A). 
Ms. Grzybowski gave an overview of the State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of 
Examiners. Ms. Grzybowski explained the Board's response to the audit and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
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Response by the State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners 
 
Mario Fontes, Secretary, State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners, stated 
that the Board has been without a full-time Executive Director, but thanked the OAG for 
making their findings and working with them to address them. 
 
Pete Gonzalez, previous Executive Director and current Acting Director, State of 
Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners, explained that he retired but was asked to 
return temporarily when the position was vacated. Mr. Gonzalez explained that a plan of 
action has been decided upon but due to staffing changes has not been fully enacted.  
Mr. Gonzalez spoke regarding the OAG findings and the Board's attempt to answer them 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Fontes answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Gonzalez answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Ms. Grzybowski answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Public Testimony 
 
Catherine Niemiec, President/Founder, Arizona Institute of Herbal Medicine & 
Acupuncture, testified in support of the State of Arizona Acupuncture Board of 
Examiners and the need for its continuation. Ms. Niemiec answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Mr. Gonzalez answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Ms. Grzybowski answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Gonzalez answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Discussion 
 
The Committee members discussed what motion they want to move forward. 
 
Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 
 

Senator Barto moved the Arizona Acupuncture Board of Examiners be 
continued for one year and that the Board continue to address the 
concerns related to the Auditor General recommendation 
implementation, a follow up report shall be submitted by the Board to 
the Auditor General and to the Standing Health Committees by     
March 1, 2018. The report shall document the progress of 
implementing the Auditor General recommendations. The motion 
CARRIED by voice vote. 
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SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC SECURITY 
 
Representative Carter made remarks regarding the order of presentations for the Arizona 
Department of Economic Security (DES). 
 
Presentation by the Office of the Auditor General 
 
Stephanie Grosvenor, Office of the Auditor General (OAG), distributed and explained 
a PowerPoint presentation entitled "Department of Economic Security" (Attachment B) 
and gave an overview of DES. 
 
Response by the Arizona Department of Economic Security 
 
Mike Trailor, Executive Director, DES, gave an overview of his work experience, DES 
and the management system he is implementing at DES. Mr. Trailor answered questions 
posed by the Committee.  
 
Dale Chapman, OAG, gave an overview of risk assessments and how they decide what 
is chosen to be audited. Mr. Chapman answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Representative Carter made statements regarding audits and the aging and adult 
services. 
 
a) Child Care Services 
 
Ms. Grosvenor gave an overview of the audit on Child Care Services continuing to 
reference Attachment B. Ms. Grosvenor answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Response by the Arizona Department of Economic Security 
 
Mr. Trailor answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Michael Wisehart, Assistant Director, Division of Employment & Rehabilitation 
Services, DES, explained the screening program for those wishing to become a childcare 
provider. Mr. Wisehart spoke regarding audits and reviews and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Public Testimony 
 
Erin Raden, Arizona Early Childhood Education Association, testified in support of 
the continuation of DES. 
 
b) Division of Developmental Disabilities 
 
Brian Miele, OAG, gave an overview of the audit of the Division of Developmental 
Disabilitites (DDD) referencing Attachment B. 
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Response by the Arizona Department of Economic Security 
 
Mr. Trailor responded to the Committee regarding the OAG audit of the DDD. 
 
Maureen Casey, Assistant Director, DDD, DES, testified regarding the OAG audit of 
the DDD. Ms. Casey answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Trailor answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Ms. Casey answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Public Testimony 
 
Karen Van Epps, representing herself, testified regarding outside monitoring, human 
rights committees and conditions in group homes. 
 
Linda Mecham, District Central Human Rights Committee (HRC), gave an overview 
of the HRC and testified regarding complaints of not receiving a resolution and the need 
for the DDD to continue. 
 
Jon Meyers, Executive Director, The Arc of Arizona, gave an overview of The Arc of 
Arizona and testified regarding homes for adults and providers conflicts of interest. 
 
Ms. Casey answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Trailor answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Meyers answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
c) Information Technology 
 
Brian Miele, OAG, gave an overview of the OAG audit of Information Technology 
referencing Attachment B and spoke of the findings and recommendations. 
 
Response by the Arizona Department of Economic Security 
 
Mr. Trailor introduced Jim Hillyard, Deputy Director, DES. 
 
Jim Hillyard, Deputy Director for Operations, DES, gave an overview of the progress 
being made to address the OAG recommendations and spoke to security practices.        
Mr. Hillyard answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
d) Vocational Rehabilitation Service Program 
 
Stephanie Grosvenor, OAG, gave an overview of the OAG audit and the Department's 
response and implementation of recommendations referencing Attachment B. 
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Response by the Arizona Department of Economic Security 
 
Mr. Trailor re-introduced Michael Wisehart, Assistant Director, Division of Employment & 
Rehabilitation Services, DES. 
 
Mr. Wisehart explained who is helped, how they are helped and that the Division still has 
much more work to do. Mr. Wisehart answered questions posed by the Committee.  
 
Mr. Trailor made statements regarding his length of time at the agency and his plans 
moving forward. 
 
Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 
 

Senator Barto moved the Committee of Reference recommend to the 
full Legislature that the Arizona Department of Economic Security be 
continued for eight years. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
Representative Carter questioned if the Committee could continue with the meeting in 
regards to time constraints. 
 
Debbie Davenport, Arizona Auditor General, stated that her office did not do reviews 
so did not have presentations regarding the two remaining Boards on the agenda. 
 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA REGULATORY BOARD OF PHYSICIAN 
ASSISTANTS 
 
Response by the Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants 
 
Pat McSorley, Executive Director, Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician 
Assistants and the Arizona Medical Board, gave an overview of the Arizona 
Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants. Ms. McSorley answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 
 

Senator Barto moved the Committee of Reference recommend to the 
full Legislature that the Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician 
Assistants be continued for eight years. The motion CARRIED by 
voice vote. 

 
SUNSET REVIEW OF THE ARIZONA BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
EXAMINERS 
 
Response by the Arizona Board of Occupational Therapy Examiners 
 
Karen Whiteford, Executive Director, Arizona Board of Occupational Therapy 
Examiners and the Board of Athletic Training, gave an overview of the Board of 
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Occupational Therapy Examiners.  Ms. Whiteford testified regarding the actions needing 
improvement and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Representative Carter and Senator Barto made remarks regarding the self-audit system. 
 
Recommendation by the Committee of Reference 
 

Senator Barto moved the Committee of Reference recommend to the 
full Legislature that the Arizona Board of Occupational Therapy 
Examiners be continued for eight years. The motion CARRIED by 
voice vote. 

 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the agenda 
items (Attachment C). 
 
Attached are the forms noting the individuals who submitted a Speaker slip on the 
agenda items (Attachment D). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Shelley Ponce 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, 
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
 
 


