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Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. and roll call was taken by the secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 

LeRoy Brady       David Richert 
Thomas Chapman      Lynne Smith for Bill Bell 
Donald Keuth, Jr.      Tom Smith, Chairman 
 

Members Absent 
 

Senator Waring      Representative McLain 
Heidi Birch       Roger Dee Manny 
Kevin DeMenna      Joy Rich 
 

Speakers Present 
 

Ashley Smith, Pinnacle One 
Roger Gorres, Facility Manager, Arizona Department of Transportation 
 
 
APPROVAL OF ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ADOT) 

MODULAR OFFICE BUILDINGS 
 
Ashley Smith, Pinnacle One, explained that the plan is to construct a modular office complex 
comprised of two buildings at the corner of 16th Avenue and Jackson Street to house the ADOT 
Engineering Department.  The buildings would be leased for five years, so this arrangement 
would be temporary.  The site plan was displayed along with a vicinity map showing the location 
at the southern edge of the Capitol District (Attachment 1).   
 
She advised Chairman Smith that approximately 180 people will be housed in the two buildings.  
She provided a picture representing the exterior of the buildings, noting that the modular 
buildings will be elevated and skirted around the base.  Another picture shows the colors, which 
are standard colors selected by ADOT, i.e., taupe with a dark trim (Attachment 3).   
 
Mr. Keuth remarked that a few areas are not consistent with the design guidelines for the Capitol 
District. For example, the landscaping is fairly inadequate and there is no sidewalk.  If the 
buildings are going to be elevated and skirted, the facilities will be similar to a trailer park, which 
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is not what the Commission is trying to do in this area.  He cannot support the project as it is 
right now.   
 
Roger Gorres, Facility Manager, Arizona Department of Transportation, stated that this is not the 
final product, and if the Commission wants to see improvements in the landscaping, it can be 
done. 
 
Mr. Keuth stated that the Commission typically likes to see a presentation showing the 10 items 
in the design guidelines and how the project addresses those, or if not, what is being done to 
mitigate, to which Mr. Chapman agreed.  Mr. Keuth said he does not necessarily oppose the 
concept, but would like to see a rendering of what this particular project will look like, how the 
skirting will be treated, and the resiliency.  The Centennial will be nearing by the time the 
buildings are removed; however, he predicted that the buildings will remain for 10 years instead 
of five because once facilities are established, there is a tendency to remain.   
 
Mr. Richert asked if there is a plan to build a new building at some point.  Mr. Gorres responded 
that a request is being considered in the FY 2007 capital improvement plan for $100,000 to study 
the feasibility of replacing three of five ADOT structures currently in the area.  One has been 
condemned because it is no longer habitable for office space and two others were built in 1956, 
so there is a plan to try to obtain approval to build a structure to replace three of the five 
buildings and renovate the other two.  It is important to begin this project this year in order to 
avoid leasing costs in FY 2007. 
 
Mr. Richert asked if the project is based on a budget that was set or there is some ability to 
expand to meet some of the Commission’s concerns.  Mr. Gorres replied that there is the ability 
to expand to address landscape and sidewalk concerns; however, the present plan is to have the 
modular buildings constructed by June 10, and in order to do that, the order for the buildings 
must be placed next Tuesday. 
 
Chairman Smith remarked that the Commission has gone a long way to try to prevent temporary, 
dilapidated buildings in the area, so it appears that a presentation is needed before the 
Commission with a list of the guidelines and how the project will comply. 
 
Mr. Keuth suggested that the Commission provide interim approval for the two buildings at that 
location so ADOT can at least get an order started if information is provided to the Members as 
soon as possible on elevation, treatment of the base, landscaping, and response to the guidelines. 
 
Mr. Gorres said the information can be provided within a week. 
 
Mr. Keuth stated that if the information is received within a week, perhaps a special meeting 
could be held after the Members review the information. 
 
Mr. Richert asked for information about the planning process for the new building, noting that it 
is always contingent upon appropriations.  He said many of the buildings need to be demolished 
and rebuilt to meet the times.   
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Mr. Gorres said he will comply with that and would be glad to participate as soon as the funds 
are approved for the first study. 
 

Mr. Keuth moved, seconded by Mr. Chapman, that the Commission 
tentatively approve the location and number of modular buildings for ADOT 
with the caveat that the Commission will receive, within a week, details on 
how the project relates to the design guidelines, as well as addressing the 
issues of site elevation, landscape, etc.   

 
Mr. Brady indicated that he will abstain from voting. 
 
Chairman Smith commented that a meeting date will be worked out after the Members receive 
the information. 
 

Question was called and the motion carried. 
 

DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Ms. Smith noted that Mr. Bell requested future agenda items so she could bring to the 
Commission the subject of the memorials in Wesley Bolin Plaza (WBP).  The Commission is 
responsible for the monuments, and historically, when legislation was passed to fund 
construction, a provision was included that state monies will not be spent.  Private fundraising 
goes on and the monuments are placed on state land.  Several of the monuments require repair 
from time to time.  In fact, an article appeared in The Arizona Republic recently about the 
McFarland Memorial, but the Arizona Department of Administration (ADOA) does not have 
legal authority or funding for repairs.  Sometimes the monument sponsors are available, but 
sometimes not, so she hopes the Commission can make recommendations on how to proceed in 
the future so the WBP and memorials are always well cared for. 
 
Chairman Smith remarked that the memorials are deeded to the state after dedication, so the state 
becomes responsible for the monuments. A lot of time has been spent repairing the  
Vietnam Memorial and the Korean War Memorial has had many problems.  There has also been 
a problem with the landscaping because of weeds and dead bushes.  He used to walk through 
WBP once per week and write down comments for ADOA, but he was relieved of that position.  
Arizona Department of Corrections prisoners cleaned up WBP and some progress was being 
made.  
 
Ms. Smith said ADOA would be willing to lead the effort and do the staff work, but she is 
interested in input on long-term solutions.  She clarified that ADOA is responsible for the 
grounds keeping and landscaping, which has been better and worse at different times, but an 
effort is being made to make sure the area remains in good condition.  She needs input from the 
Commission on repairs to the physical structures. 
 
Chairman Smith suggested gathering together a representative from each of the memorials, 
noting that those most affected by deterioration are related to the military, such as the  
Vietnam Memorial and the Korean War Memorial.  He recalled that some of the memorials had 
additional money that was placed in a fund for ADOA for upkeep, but when the budget was 
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going downhill, that money was placed into the General Fund, and the money allocated for repair 
of the memorials disappeared, which should be looked into.  He would be happy to meet with 
someone about it, but people from the veterans’ organization could be contacted to see what they 
can do.  He added that the plan was to raise an additional $100,000 when the Iran and 
Afghanistan Memorial titled Enduring Freedom was built to bring all of the memorials up to 
pristine condition, but raising the money has been difficult, so the plan now is just to raise 
$200,000 to build the memorial. 
 
Ms. Smith surmised that if she sought a representative from each of the memorials, particularly 
some of the veterans groups, Members of the Commission could be invited to participate in a 
Work Group session.  Chairman Smith said he does not believe the entire Commission would 
have to participate, but he would be happy to, since he probably knows more about the 
memorials than anybody in the area. 
 
Ms. Smith conveyed that Ellis Jones, a long-time ADOA employee, is now in charge of grounds 
keeping and maintenance. 
 
Chairman Smith said there is no question there is a problem with WBP.  It should be a 
showplace for the state, but it is not.  He will walk through in the next week or so to see what it 
looks like now. 
 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 2:02 p.m.  
 
 
 
      ________________________________  

     Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary   
     March 21, 2006 
 

(Original minutes, attachments, and tape are on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk.) 
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