
Rare Disease Advisory Council 
 
 

 1 

 
PURPOSE:  To provide guidance and recomendations to educate the public, legislature and 

other government agencies and departments, as appropriate, on the needs of 
individuals who have rare diseases and are living in Arizona. 

 
MEMBERSHIP: 
 
Other One person who represents a rare disease patient organization that operates in this 

state, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
 Ms. Carrera Christman 
 
 One mental health provider with experience treating patients with rare diseases in 

this state, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
 Ms. Melissa Meyers 
 
 One person who represents an academic research institution in this state that 

receives grant funding for rare disease research, appointed by the speaker of the 
House of Representatives: 

 Mr. Victor Ortega 
 
 One member of the scientific community who is a medical researcher with 

experience conducting research on rare diseases, appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives: 

 Ms. Kendall Van Keuren-Jensen 
 
 At least one patient who has a rare disease, appointed by the Governor: 
 Vacant 
 
 One representative of a health insurer, appointed by the President of the Senate: 
 Vacant 
 
 

Notes:  Council members serve three-year terms. 
 
 
CONTACT: Michael Madden, Senate Research Staff, Ahjahna Graham, House Research Staff 
REPORT DATE: None 
EXPIRATION DATE:  
STATUTORY CITE: A.R.S 36-142.01, Laws 2025, Chapter 170; 
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