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PURPOSE:  To investigate recent inmate deaths within Arizona's prison system and evaluate 

Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry policies related to 
inmate classification, facility safety, and institutional accountability. The 
Committee will hear testimony from former staff, subject-matter experts, and 
other relevant stakeholders to assess whether current protocols adequately protect 
both staff and inmates, particularly in cases involving high-risk offenders. The 
discussion will focus on the apparent rise in custody level overrides, including the 
downgrading of maximum-custody inmates into lower-security environments 
despite known threats or violent histories. The Committee will examine the 
procedures and justifications for such overrides, their impact on staff safety, and 
the sufficiency of staffing and security protocols in facilities housing reclassified 
inmates. In addition, the Committee will explore patterns of administrative 
decision-making, transparency, and internal response in the aftermath of inmate 
deaths. A final report of findings and policy recommendations shall be published 
on or before December 31, 2025. 

 
 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
 
House Four members of the House of Representatives with no more than three being 

from the same party, with one designated as Chair, appointed by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives: 

 Selina Bliss, Neal Carter, Alma Hernandez, Quang H Nguyen (Co-Chair) 
 
Senate Four members of the Senate with no more than three being from the same party, 

with one designated as Chair, appointed by the President of the Senate: 
 Hildy Angius, Denise “Mitzi” Epstein, David Gowan, Kevin Payne (Co-

Chair) 
 
 

Notes:  A majority of the members of the Committee constitutes a quorum.  The 
Committee shall meet at any place deemed necessary or convenient by the 
Chairperson. 
 
 
CONTACT: Kiyahna Araza, Senate Research Staff; Nathan McRae, House Research Staff 
REPORT DATE: 12/31/25 
EXPIRATION DATE: 12/31/2025 
STATUTORY CITE:  
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