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NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
LEGISLATION ENACTED

underground facilities; excavations; notification (S.B. 1137) — Chapter 147

SEE THE REGULATORY AFFAIRS & GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE.

Arizona beef council; continuation (NOW: beef council; veterinary board; continuation)
(S.B. 1198) — Chapter 218

Continues the Arizona Beef Council and the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining
Board for eight years, until July 1, 2034, retroactive to July 1, 2026.

veterinarian visits; electronic means; prescriptions (S.B. 1286) — Chapter 167

SEE THE REGULATORY AFFAIRS & GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE.

water-bankingannualreportposting (NOW: groundwater savings credits; irrigation) (S.B. 1335)
— Chapter 223

Allows, until January 1, 2029, a person that applies to relinquish an irrigation grandfathered
right (IGFR) in exchange for groundwater savings credits (GSCs) to accompany the application
with a request for the Director of the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) to issue a
temporary permit to irrigate with groundwater. On relinquishment of the IGFR, the Director of
ADWR (Director) must issue the GSC holder a temporary permit to irrigate with groundwater for
a period of up to two years. The holder of a temporary permit to irrigate with groundwater may
use groundwater for irrigation on the land that qualified as irrigation acres under the relinquished
IGFR as if the right had not been relinquished, subject to prescribed requirements.

When quantifying GSCs, the requirement for the Director to determine whether an
applicant for GSCs has demonstrated that specified physical availability requirements have been
satisfied also applies to a notice of intent to pledge GSCs to a designation of assured water supply
that a person submits within two years after the date the GSCs are issued.

state land department; continuation; oversight (S.B. 1336) — Chapter 224

Arizona State Land Department (ASLD) — Continues the ASLD for four years, until July
1, 2030, retroactive to July 1, 2026, and requires the ASLD to: 1) restrict the use of a holdover
provision for a lease or permit to a maximum of 90 days, unless mutually agreed on by the ASLD
and the lessee; 2) restrict the use of special land use permits to only temporary land uses that do
not have a dedicated land use lease or permit, unless mutually agreed on by the ASLD and the
lessee; 3) post on the ASLD's website all boilerplate conditions and obligations required for the
use, possession, occupancy, lease or conveyance of state lands; 4) approve or deny any application
to place an improvement on leased state lands within 90 days; 5) provide a lessee with a prescribed
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reimbursement plan within six months after a lease concludes; 6) provide prescribed lease renewal
or termination information at least six months before a lease expires; and 7) establish procedures
and criteria for the Commissioner of the ASLD (Commissioner) to use when determining whether
to initiate the sale of state lands and to post the procedures and criteria on the ASLD's website.

Conceptual Land Use and Five-Year State Trust Land Disposition Plans — Requires the
Commissioner to prioritize the creation of conceptual land use plans to correlate with the
population growth rate in all areas of Arizona, rather than only urban areas of Arizona, and to
promote economic growth in rural areas of Arizona. By September 12, 2028, the Commissioner
must: 1) complete the five-year state trust land disposition plans and update the conceptual land
use plan; and 2) adopt written policies and procedures for updating and using the state trust land
disposition plans and conceptual land use plans.

Exploration Permits — Extends the term for an exploration permit from one year to five
years. An exploration permit is eligible for renewal for one additional five-year period for an
aggregate of 10 years after the date of issuance.

Miscellaneous — Establishes the Joint Legislative Ad Hoc Committee on State Land
Oversight and the Biosolids Study Committee and outlines membership, powers and duties.

solar energy; inspection; contractors (S.B. 1419) — Chapter 175

Requires a licensed solar contractor to evaluate a roof and roofing components before
installing a solar energy device to determine whether the roof is capable of supporting installation.
By installing a solar device on a roof, the licensed solar contractor is deemed to have accepted the
roof surface for purposes of initial installation and is responsible for repairing roof damage caused
by the installation.

Prescribes disclosure requirements when selling or leasing a distributed energy generation
system. Removes the requirement for a document or sales presentation relating to a distributed
energy generation system to include historical utility rates for the immediately preceding time
period if the document or sales presentation contains financial savings comparative estimates or
utility rate comparative estimates. A document or sales presentation for a distributed energy
generation system must disclose to what extent maintenance and repairs are included and estimates
for system maintenance costs that the customer is responsible to pay.

cap; water supply development fund (S.B. 1560) — Chapter 233

Increases, from $3,000,000 to $20,000,000, the cap for a single loan from the Water Supply
Development Revolving Fund that may be made to eligible entities for water supply development
projects within Arizona.

water conservation grant fund; disclosure (H.B. 2029) — Chapter 35

Requires an eligible entity that receives water from a multi-county water conservation
district and applies for a grant from the Water Conservation Grant Fund to disclose: 1) the
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projected water savings; 2) the source of any water that the project is estimated to save; 3) whether
the estimated water to be saved is groundwater or surface water; and 4) the eligible entity's plan
for the saved water. By December 12, 2026, the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority must adopt
rules to implement the prescribed disclosure requirements.

reclamation plans; aggregate mining; notice (H.B. 2078) — Chapter 78

Retroactive to September 16, 2024, specifies that the requirement for an aggregate mining
facility owner or operator to provide notice of a proposed aggregate mining unit to property owners
within a one-half mile radius of the proposed aggregate mining operation: 1) applies only to new
proposed reclamation plans for new aggregate mining operations that are submitted beginning
September 16, 2024; and 2) may be satisfied by providing prior public notices relating to special
use permitting or rezoning or annexation applications or by providing other public notices
associated with the proposed aggregate mining unit if the public notices were published or
distributed or displayed within at least a one-half mile radius of the aggregate mining operation.

forgivable financial assistance; cesspool remediation (H.B. 2096) — Chapter 80

Allows a county to apply for and receive financial assistance, including forgivable
principal, from the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority (WIFA) for the remediation, closure or
replacement of cesspools that present a demonstrated risk to surface water, groundwater or public
health. WIFA may award financial assistance using monies from the Clean Water Revolving Fund
and the Drinking Water Revolving Fund. A county that identifies and remediates a cesspool may
construct or improve a wastewater treatment facility or nonpoint source project with the financial
assistance. Each county must coordinate with the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality
(ADEQ) to ensure that each project receiving financial assistance is consistent with the county's
water quality management plan or ADEQ's nonpoint source management plan. By January 1, the
WIFA Board must create an annual report that summarizes the awarded financial assistance.

county water augmentation authorities; bond (H.B. 2098) — Chapter 42

Allows a county water augmentation authority (authority), acting through its board, to issue
revenue bonds necessary to provide sufficient monies to acquire or construct projects. An
authority's secretary-treasurer must pay principal due on bonds from the bond fund and invest bond
fund monies, as prescribed by statute.

An authority board must notify the Attorney General (AG) of the authority's intention to
issue bonds and, within 10 days after receiving the notice, the AG must inform the authority board
whether the AG believes the proposed project does not comply with statutorily prescribed
requirements. The authority board may issue the bonds if the AG does not issue an opinion within
10 days after receiving the notice.

An authority board's chairperson or executive director, or their designees, must fix a time

and place for a hearing before adopting a bond resolution. The authority must provide a hearing
notice at least 20 days in advance of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation. Bonds are
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valid and binding obligations unless, before the delivery of the bonds, any person whose signatures
appear on the bonds ceases to be an authority board member. Outlines additional bond issuance
and repayment requirements and procedures.

An authority may enter into a loan repayment agreement with the Water Infrastructure
Finance Authority (WIFA) and construct, acquire or improve a wastewater treatment facility,
drinking water facility or nonpoint source project with monies borrowed from WIFA or financial
assistance, including forgivable principal, provided by WIFA.

natural resource conservation board; fund (H.B. 2117) — Chapter 43

Increases the cap for the annual distribution by the Arizona Natural Resource Conservation
Board (NRCB) to each natural resource conservation district with an established education center
from $5,000 to $10,000. Requires the NRCB, rather than the Arizona State Land Department, to
disburse annual donations in the Environmental Special Plate Fund for environmental education
programs. Requires NRCB geographic natural resource areas to be contiguous and requires the
NRCB to prioritize major land resources, crops and other shared land features when defining the
geographic natural resource areas.

Each NRCB member representing a geographic natural resource area may hold office until
the member's successor is appointed and all NRCB members serving on September 12, 2026, may
continue to serve until the expiration of their normal terms.

HOVane:blood-transportvehicles (NOW: watercraft fund; distribution of monies) (H.B. 2257)
— Chapter 248

SEE THE APPROPRIATIONS, TRANSPORTATION & TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE.

mining; mineral; museum; state history (H.B. 2264) — Chapter 24

Requires the University of Arizona (U of A), in coordination with the Mining, Mineral and
Natural Resources Education Museum Advisory Council (Advisory Council), to promote the
history of Arizona and the importance of the Five C's. When advising the U of A regarding the
Mining, Mineral and Natural Resources Education Museum and when promoting the Museum's
mission, the Advisory Council must also promote the history of the Five C's.

financial assurance; reclamation; escrow; trusts (H.B. 2278) — Chapter 54

Adds a cash deposit with a third-party escrow or trust account to the list of allowable
financial assurance mechanisms for owners and operators of exploration operations, mining units
and aggregate mining units who create surface disturbances. All interest and earnings accrued
through a cash deposit with a third-party escrow or trust account, minus administrative fees and
costs, are the owner's or operator's property and may be applied toward the final reclamation costs.
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emissions; reduction credits; counties (H.B. 2428) — Chapter 93

Allows a county to claim concurrent jurisdiction over components of a portable source of
emissions and mobile sources of emissions for the purpose of issuing, revising or enforcing a
permit for emission reduction credits (ERCs). A permit or permit revision for which an applicant
has voluntarily applied and that is issued by a control officer or the Director of the Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality for the sole purpose of certifying ERCs must: 1) remain
subject to all applicable permit program rules, conditions and enforcement; 2) be issued at the
discretion of the permitting authority; and 3) be for a term of up to 20 years. An applicant's election
to participate in any program that results in the certification of ERCs by a county is voluntary.

utilities; high load factor customers (H.B. 2756) — Chapter 111

Requires a public power entity that serves more than 1,000,000 connections and an electric
public service corporation to file with the entity's governing body or the Arizona Corporation
Commission (ACC) semiannual reports regarding new extra high load factor customers, including
the number of requests for interconnection and completed interconnections for the immediately
preceding six-month period. Beginning September 12, 2028, the public power entity governing
body or the ACC may suspend the semiannual report requirement by a majority vote of the
governing body or the ACC if the numbers reported are zero for at least two consecutive six-month
periods. A vote to reinstate the semiannual report requirement may take place at any time.

The ACC may establish and include outlined required characteristics that govern the terms
for electric service that is provided to extra high load factor customers that are not otherwise
provided service under a pre-existing electric public service corporation tariff.

Within 180 days of September 12, 2026, a public power entity that serves more than
1,000,000 connections or an electric public service corporation, on request of the ACC or the
public power entity governing body, must file a cost-of-service study that shows the cost allocation
of serving new extra high load factor customers.

Member-owned electric cooperatives or electric public service corporations that serve
40,000 connections or fewer are exempt from the prescribed reporting, rulemaking and cost-of-
service study requirements. The reporting and rulemaking requirements for outlined public power
entities and electric service corporations are repealed on January 1, 2034,

food products; labeling; cultivated cells (H.B. 2762) — Chapter 204

Requires the manufacturer, packager or retailer of a food product that is derived from
cultivated cells to place a label on the food product's packaging that states cell-cultivated or
cell-cultured. Designates this legislation as the Andy Groseta Act.

shooting range; closure; conditions (H.B. 2763) — Chapter 255

Adds, as a condition that must be fulfilled before the Arizona Game and Fish Commission
may close a shooting range, a requirement for the Legislature to adopt a joint resolution approving
the closure.
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corporation commission; utilities; amortization; tariffs (H.B. 2782) — Chapter 257

Requires, if a regulatory asset is included in rate base or otherwise reflected in rates based
on a test year or historical balance, the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) and the public
service corporation to disclose: 1) the unamortized balance of the regulatory asset as of the rate
effective date; 2) the difference between the test year balance and the rate effective date balance;
3) the total amount of amortization expense expected to be recovered over the period the rates are
in effect; and 4) the treatment applied to each category of regulatory asset and indicate whether
and how rate base will be adjusted over time to reflect declining balances for the assets subject to
such adjustment, if applicable.

department of environmental quality; programs (H.B. 2986) — Chapter 209

Solid Waste Fee Fund — Expands the list of permissible uses of Solid Waste Fee Fund
monies and adds in-lieu contributions and used oil handler fees to the Solid Waste Fee Fund
sources. Repeals the Recycling Fund, transfers all unexpended and unencumbered Recycling Fund
monies to the Solid Waste Fee Fund and requires the Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality (ADEQ) to administer and distribute Solid Waste Fee Fund monies for public education
programs on recycling and source reduction and Arizona Recycling Program grants. When making
expenditures for public information, public education and technical assistance programs
concerning litter control, recycling and source reduction, the Director of ADEQ must ensure that
counties with a population of fewer than 500,000 persons receive benefits in proportion to their
contributions to the Solid Waste Fee Fund.

Requires the Director of ADEQ to appoint a nine-member advisory committee to advise
on the use of Solid Waste Fee Fund monies for recycling grants, recycling education and technical
assistance in managing or establishing recycling programs.

Lead Acid Batteries — Removes the requirements for: 1) a collection or recycling facility
to be authorized by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or ADEQ to accept lead
acid batteries for discard or disposal; and 2) the Director of ADEQ to require collection and
recycling facilities that handle lead acid batteries to pay an initial registration fee and annual
fee.

Open Burning Permits — If ADEQ assumes jurisdiction over open burning in a county, the
Director of ADEQ may delegate the authority to issue open burning permits to a county, city, town
or fire district.

Used Oil Program — Requires ADEQ to administer a statewide used oil program that may
not be more stringent than the federal used oil program.

State Implementation Plan (SIP) Proposed Modifications — Extends, from July 1, 2027,
to July 1, 2029, the conditional enactment deadlines for the EPA to approve the proposed
modifications to the vehicle emissions testing program and the gasoline fuel formulation
requirements as part of the Arizona SIP for air quality.
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subsurface minerals; access; federal policy (H.C.M. 2009)

Urges the U.S Congress to: 1) amend the federal Antiquities Act of 1906 and extend the
Wyoming exception to Arizona so that no new national monuments can be designated in Arizona
without the express authorization of the U.S. Congress, the Arizona Legislature and necessary
local governments; and 2) compensate states for the value of subsurface mineral rights that state
land departments are prohibited from accessing due to federal land withdrawals.

Urges the U.S. President to take all necessary policy steps to streamline the permitting
process for western mines.

Urges the U.S. Secretary of the Interior and the Director of the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) to work with specified stakeholders to develop and engage in strategic land
and subsurface mineral swaps to eliminate the checkerboard patterns of both the surface and
subsurface estates and eliminate the split estate in as many places as possible.

Urges the U.S. Secretary of the Interior to direct the BLM to rescind requirements of the
U.S. Code of Federal Regulations because those requirements are contrary to the Federal Land
Policy Management Act and the federal Stock-Raising Homestead Act and there is no statutory
authority to apply a specific requirement of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations to surface estates
patented under the federal Taylor Grazing Act.

Mexican wolf; delist; urging support (H.C.M. 2011)

Urges the U.S. Congress to: 1) pass H.R. 4255 and delist the Mexican wolf from the
Endangered Species List; 2) defund the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project; 3) allow states and
local authorities to manage the Mexican wolf; 4) allow ranchers to protect their private property
on all lands; 5) modify operating procedures to give ranchers real time data on Mexican wolf
locations; 6) reinstate operating procedures to reverify Mexican wolf kills; and 7) fully and
promptly compensate ranchers for all economic losses related to the Mexican wolf.

for-sale housing; development; groundwater replenishment (H.C.R. 2020)

Declares the Legislature's support for the building of for-sale housing developments
outside the service area of designated providers if the development is enrolled in the Central
Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District and replenishes groundwater as required by the
Phoenix, Pinal and Tucson active management area assured water supply rules.
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LEGISLATION VETOED

supply and demand; assessment; groundwater. (S.B. 1202) — VETOED

Requires the Director of the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) to include
prescribed metrics in each five-year supply and demand assessment for each groundwater basin.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that S.B. 1202 requires ADWR to publish a
questionable set of groundwater metrics and imposes an unfunded mandate.

public monies; Mexican wolf; prohibition (S.B. 1280) - VETOED

Prohibits the Arizona Game and Fish Commission from transporting, or spending or using
public monies or resources to transport, Mexican gray wolf puppies into the boundaries of Arizona.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that S.B. 1280 broadly restricts how Arizona
can respond to the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Program.

corporation commission; small modular reactors (S.B. 1418) — VETOED

Allows an electric utility in a county with a population of fewer than 500,000 persons, after
providing 30 days written notice to the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC), to construct a
small modular reactor (SMR) without filing an application or receiving a certificate of
environmental compatibility, if the new SMR is co-located with an extra high load factor customer
and complies with applicable federal, state and local laws and requirements.

Allows an electric utility, after providing 30 days written notice to the ACC, to replace an
existing thermal electric generating unit with a replacement SMR or construct a new SMR without
seeking a new certificate of environmental compatibility or holding a public hearing, if the new or
replacement SMR is located on or immediately adjacent to the site of a plant that previously
received a certificate of environmental compatibility or that was in use or authorized before August
13, 1971.

A county zoning ordinance, except in a county with a population of 500,000 persons or
more, may not prevent, restrict or otherwise regulate the use or occupation of land or improvements
for the construction and operation of an SMR, if certain conditions are met prior to the construction
of the SMR.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that S.B. 1418 deploys a catch-all approach
for SMRs and that a responsible regulatory framework that encourages innovation while protecting
public safety should be developed.

water quality; testing; on-site (S.B. 1445) - VETOED

Allows a city or town with a population between 1,000 persons and 9,999 persons and that
has been issued an aquifer protection permit to test bacteriological samples on-site with testing
equipment approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) may not require a community
water system that is located in a county with a population of 400,000 persons or fewer and that
serves 25 or fewer service connections to maintain a minimum storage capacity larger than 1,000
gallons.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that S.B. 1445 undermines the water quality
oversight standards that safeguard Arizona communities and the environment and further weakens
the water supply redundancy requirements that ensure small water providers have the reliability
needed to maintain consistent service at the tap.

exceptional events; air quality; wildfires (H.B. 2013) - VETOED

Requires the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality to submit an exceptional event
demonstration to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency if a wildfire that is larger than 25,000
acres occurs on federally managed land and the attributable smoke or land damage affects Arizona.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2013 is a duplicative and unfunded
mandate that would cost the state hundreds of thousands of dollars a year-without a demonstrated,
additive return on such investment.

assured water supply; commingling (H.B. 2026) — VETOED

Allows the Director of the Arizona Department of Water Resources, for the purpose of
determining whether sufficient groundwater, surface water or effluent of adequate quality will
be continuously available to satisfy the water needs of the proposed use, to consider only the
proposed source or sources of the supply dedicated to the proposed use regardless of whether
the water is distributed through a water delivery system that is commingled with other sources
of water supply.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2026 would undermine Arizona's

100-year Assured Water Supply Program by allowing for water accounting that could lead to more
groundwater over pumping.

grandfathered right; Willcox AMA; extension (H.B. 2031) - VETOED

Retroactive to January 8, 2025, and until January 1, 2027, extends the time period, from
within 15 months to within 27 months after the date of the designation of the Willcox Active
Management Area (AMA), during which a person claiming the right to withdraw or receive and
use groundwater in the Willcox AMA pursuant to a grandfathered right must apply for a certificate
of grandfathered right with the Arizona Department of Water Resources.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that water users in the Willcox Groundwater

Basin have been aware of formal AMA discussions since October 23, 2024, and that H.B. 2031
creates confusion and deprives water users of receiving their water rights by an additional year.
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solar radiation management; prohibition; enforcement (H.B. 2042/S.B. 1278) - VETOED

Prohibits a person from intentionally injecting, releasing or dispensing or causing the
injection, release or dispensation of any material within Arizona for solar radiation management
and prohibits a political subdivision from providing any grants for the development of solar
radiation management technologies. Outlines the Attorney General’s authority to investigate solar
radiation management violations and file enforcement actions. Solar radiation management is the
modification or attempted modification of atmospheric reflectivity that modifies the amount or
intensity of sunlight that reaches the Earth.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that she commits to working with the
Legislature to ensure Arizona's clean and healthy air but that H.B. 2042 is a solution to a non-
existent problem without science or data to back up its claims.

brackish groundwater recovery program (H.B. 2055) - VETOED

Establishes the Brackish Groundwater Recovery Program Fund (Fund), administered by
the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority, to provide matching dollars for the development and
construction of qualifying brackish groundwater recovery and desalination projects outside the
boundaries of an initial active management area. Prescribes Fund administration and application
and request for proposal requirements.

Allows Long-Term Water Augmentation Fund monies and assets to be used for developing
one or more brackish groundwater recovery projects that create new sources of potable water
within the state.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2055 diverts funding intended to
develop new water sources for Arizona's future to groundwater extraction proposals that are
currently eligible for other funding programs.

domestic water improvement districts; hauling (H.B. 2102) - VETOED

Allows a water improvement district to be established for the purpose of constructing and
operating a domestic water delivery system that is located in a subsequent active management area
(AMA) or a groundwater transportation basin for the purpose of delivering water through water
hauling. A water improvement district that is formed in a subsequent AMA or groundwater
transportation basin may exercise the power of eminent domain only for the limited purpose of
acquiring or otherwise securing a site in the subsequent AMA or groundwater transportation basin
for the construction of and legal access to a single well and a standpipe to produce water and make
water available at the site for delivery through water hauling. When the public interest or
convenience requires, a water improvement district board of directors may order the acquisition,
construction, reconstruction, maintenance or repair of wells and standpipes.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2102 is an attempt to create political
cover for the Legislature's inaction on rural groundwater protections and that making statutory
tweaks to emphasize water hauling as the solution to rural Arizona's water challenges does not
provide for meaningful reforms to secure water for future generations.
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water improvements program; water hauling (H.B. 2103) - VETOED

Adds acquiring or installing storage tanks for water delivered through water hauling to the
list of approved uses of grants awarded through a water improvements program. Deems
groundwater transportation fees to be general county monies and requires the fees to be deposited
in the county general fund. A county with a water improvements program may designate an amount
or percentage of the total groundwater transportation fees to be used for qualified owners of
residential property who reside within the groundwater transportation basin.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2103 is an attempt to create political
cover for the Legislature's inaction on rural groundwater protections and that making statutory
tweaks to emphasize water hauling as the solution to rural Arizona's water challenges does not
provide for meaningful reforms to secure water for future generations.

public service corporation; rates; intervenor (H.B. 2113) - VETOED

Requires the Director of the Residential Utility Consumer Office (RUCO) to intervene in
a public service corporation rate case if the impact of the public service corporation's proposed
rate increase to residential customers is 100 percent or more.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2113 would threaten RUCQO's ability
to effectively represent residential ratepayers by removing its discretion to engage in rate cases
without delivering proper resources.

property tax; agricultural real property (H.B. 2261) - VETOED

SEE THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.

Arizona geological survey; analysis; division (H.B. 2262) — VETOED

Transfers administration of the Resource Analysis Division (Division) from the Arizona
State Land Department (ASLD) to the Arizona Geological Survey and requires the State Geologist
to collaborate with the ASLD to fulfill the duties of the Division and advise the ASLD on request.
The State Geologist may engage the services of Division employees and have reasonable access
to ASLD data and other resources. On request of the Commissioner of the ASLD, the State
Geologist must update the maps and inventories of the aggregate resources located on lands under
the jurisdiction of the ASLD and include areas of aggregate resources discovered since the
previous publication.

The Arizona Geographic Information Council (Council) must advise the Arizona
Geological Survey, rather than the Arizona State Cartographer's Office, on matters related to
geospatial data sharing and strategies to support a geospatial clearinghouse and statewide
geographic information system. Adds the Arizona Geological Survey to the list of entities for
which the Council must prioritize user requirements on matters related to geographic information
systems, geospatial data, technologies, products, services, standards, programs and activities.
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https://www.azleg.gov/govlettr/57leg/2r/hb2113.pdf
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/83985
https://www.azleg.gov/alispdfs/57leg/2R/Senate/SummaryFIN.pdf
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/83986

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2262 lacks a clear fiscal, operational
and governance plan and, because it leaves questions about funding, staffing, regulatory authority
and system continuity, H.B. 2262 risks disruption to the statewide systems on which agencies and
stakeholders rely.

stateland—use—highest—best (NOW: state lands; commercial leases; auction) (H.B. 2755)
-VETOED

Requires the Commissioner of the Arizona State Land Department (ASLD) to prioritize
the sale of state lands that are subject to an underperforming commercial lease if the lessee provides
notice to the ASLD that the lessee is willing and prepared to purchase the parcel. A person who
holds an underperforming commercial lease or who held an underperforming commercial lease
that expired less than one year before the application date, may apply to purchase the
underperforming commercial state lands.

Within 18 months after receiving an application to purchase underperforming commercial
state lands, the Commissioner of the ASLD (Commissioner) must appraise, advertise and cause
the underperforming commercial state lands to be sold at public auction, as prescribed. If an
applicant's underperforming commercial lease expires or an applicant applies to renew the
underperforming commercial lease during the 18-month time frame and the applicant does not
withdraw the application, the Commissioner must proceed with the auction.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2755 allows lessees to compel a sale

of state trust land which overrides the Commissioner's independent fiduciary judgment about when
a sale serves the state land trust beneficiaries.

federal nullification; Mexican wolf; reintroduction (H.B. 2787) = VETOED

Prohibits the state, a state agency or a political subdivision, and any state agency or political
subdivision employee acting in their official capacity, from using any personnel or financial
resources to enforce, administer or cooperate with the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Program
under the federal Endangered Species Act.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that H.B. 2787 broadly restricts how Arizona
can respond to the Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Program.

CAP water:; state land; allocation (H.B. 2985) - VETOED

Requires the Arizona State Land Department (ASLD) to initiate a public stakeholder
process to adopt a procedure for allocating Central Arizona Project (CAP) water that is currently
allocated to the ASLD pursuant to the U.S. Secretary of the Interior's final allocation of CAP water
dated January 10, 1983, to parcels of state trust land that may be sold or leased.

The Governor indicates in her veto message that the ASLD already has a statutorily
prescribed process for the allocation of CAP water.
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https://www.azleg.gov/govlettr/57leg/2r/hb2262.pdf
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/84574
https://www.azleg.gov/govlettr/57leg/2r/hb2755.pdf
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/84628
https://www.azleg.gov/govlettr/57leg/2r/hb2787.pdf
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/85337
https://www.azleg.gov/govlettr/57leg/2r/hb2985.pdf



