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criminal sentencing; restoration of rights

Purpose

Standardizes language to align with current statute and makes conforming changes.

Background

In 2015, multiple changes were made to statute regarding repetitive offenders and
sentencing (A.R.S. § 13-703). A portion of subsection B was consolidated into subsection A to
differentiate the classifications of a first time offender, a category one repetitive offender and a
category two repetitive offender from other exceptions. However, other statutes referencing the
previous version of Subsection B have remained unchanged. H.B. 2377 makes these conforming
changes.

Last year, H.B. 2304 expanded the aggravated assault statute to include a class 3 felony
offense related to the use of a simulated deadly weapon (A.R.S. § 13-1204). Additionally, the bill
unintentionally created a penalty, placed at a class 2 felony, for the offense of taking or
attempting to exercise control over a peace officer’s weapon if the victim (peace officer) was
under 15 years of age. Because the victim cannot meet this criterion, H.B. 2377 eliminates the
related penalty.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legislation.

Provisions

1. Removes the penalty for an aggravated assault involving the taking of or attempting to gain
control over a peace officer’s firearm if the victim is under the age of 15.

2. Standardizes language to align with current statute involving repetitive offender sentencing.
3. Makes technical and conforming changes.

4. Becomes effective on the general effective date.
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