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OVERVIEW 

HB 2517 creates the Right to Earn a Living Act that requires municipalities, counties and 

agencies to limit entry regulations (regulations) and public service restrictions (restrictions) that 

apply to businesses and professions as necessary to ensure the public health, safety and welfare.  

PROVISIONS 

1. Establishes the Right to Earn a Living Act and declares the Legislature’s finding that all 

individuals are entitled to pursue a business or profession free from government intrusion and 

excessive regulations.   

2. Requires municipalities, counties and agencies to limit all regulations and restrictions that 

apply to businesses and professions only if they fulfill the public health, safety and welfare 

objectives. 

3. Defines entry regulations to mean rules, regulations, policies, fees, permits, licenses, 

administrative practices or other provisions that relate to participation in a particular market.  

Outlines the exclusions. 

4. Provides a definition of public service restrictions to mean rules, regulations, policies, fees 

conditions, tests, permits, licenses or other administrative practices, with or without user fees 

or public subsidies. 

5. Directs municipalities, counties and agencies to review all regulations as outlined, within one 

year after the bill’s effective date.   

6. Provides direction for municipalities, counties and agencies to alter their conflicting 

regulations. 

7. Requires municipalities, counties and agencies to report to the Legislature regarding their 

compliance within 15 months after enacting a new regulation. 

8. Permits any person to petition municipalities, counties or agencies to repeal or modify their 

regulations or restrictions.  

9. Within 90 days after a petition is filed, instructs the municipalities, counties and agencies to 

repeal, modify or state the basis for how the regulation or restriction complies with statute. 

10. If the municipalities, counties or agencies do not act on a petition, or any time after the 90-

day period, authorizes the person to file a court action in the appropriate jurisdiction. 



HB 2517 

 

Fifty-second Legislature 

Second Regular Session 2 House Engrossed 

11. For a plaintiff to prevail, requires the court to find by a preponderance of the evidence, that 

the regulation on its face or in its effect, burdens the creation of a business, or entry into a 

particular market, profession or occupation, as outlined. 

12. Describes the requirements for the plaintiff to prevail and the court to find by a 

preponderance of the evidence, that the restriction is necessary as stated. 

13. On a finding for the plaintiff, directs the court to enjoin further enforcement of the challenged 

regulation or restriction and award reasonable attorney fees and costs to the plaintiff. 

CURRENT LAW 

Not currently addressed in statute. 

 

 


