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S.B. 1313

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 15, chapter 5, article 3, Arizona Revised Statutes,
is amended by adding section 15-553, to read:

15-553. School district and charter school teachers;

alternative certification; rules

A. A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL THAT HAS RECEIVED A LETTER
GRADE OF A OR B PURSUANT TO SECTION 15-241 FOR EACH OF THE IMMEDIATELY
PRECEDING THREE YEARS MAY APPLY TO THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR AUTHORITY
TO APPROVE THE ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS PURSUANT TO THIS
SECTION.

B. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL ADOPT RULES, POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES TO BE ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. THE RULES MAY
NOT BE MORE RESTRICTIVE OR REQUIRE MORE THAN IS PRESCRIBED IN THIS
SUBSECTION. THE STATE BOARD SHALL ADOPT ONLY RULES THAT FACILITATE THE
APPROVAL AND CERTIFICATION PROCESS PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION AND THAT PROVIDE
FOR ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

1. THE SUPERINTENDENT OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR THE PRINCIPAL OF A
CHARTER SCHOOL MUST VERIFY THAT THE APPLICANT FOR ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION
HAS MADE SATISFACTORY PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT WITH STUDENTS.

2. A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL MUST SUBMIT DATA SUPPORTING THE
EFFICACY OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S OR CHARTER SCHOOL'S TEACHER TRAINING
PROGRAM BEFORE RECEIVING AUTHORITY TO APPROVE THE ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION
OF TEACHERS.

3. A TEACHER MAY NOT RECEIVE A CERTIFICATE PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION
UNTIL THE TEACHER HAS BEEN IN THE CLASSROOM FOR AT LEAST ONE FULL YEAR AND
STUDENT DATA HAS BEEN SUBMITTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL
CONFIRMING THAT EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE TEACHER'S STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE
SCHOOL YEAR EITHER ARE PERFORMING AT GRADE LEVEL OR HAVE ACHIEVED AT LEAST
ONE YEAR OF ACADEMIC GROWTH.

4. A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL MAY ADOPT STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
REQUIREMENTS THAT EXCEED THE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT REQUIREMENTS PRESCRIBED BY
THE STATE BOARD FOR OBTAINING ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION.

5. THE ASSESSMENT DATA USED TO DEMONSTRATE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT MUST BE
FROM AN ASSESSMENT APPROVED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. FOR UNTESTED
GRADES AND SUBJECTS, A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL MAY SUBMIT DATA FROM
A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED NORM-REFERENCED OR CRITERION-REFERENCED TEST
CONFIRMING THAT AT LEAST EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE TEACHER'S STUDENTS AT THE END
OF THE SCHOOL YEAR EITHER ARE PERFORMING AT GRADE LEVEL OR HAVE ACHIEVED AT
LEAST ONE YEAR OF ACADEMIC GROWTH.

6. AN APPLICANT FOR ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION MUST HOLD AT LEAST A
BACHELOR'S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED UNIVERSITY AND MEET BACKGROUND AND
FINGERPRINT CLEARANCE CARD REQUIREMENTS PURSUANT TO SECTION 15-534.

7. A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOL THAT HAS BEEN GRANTED THE
AUTHORITY TO APPROVE THE ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS MUST SUBMIT
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EVIDENCE EACH YEAR THAT HIGH QUALITY TEACHERS ARE EQUALLY DISTRIBUTED ACROSS
ALL SCHOOLS WITHIN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OR WITHIN THE CHARTER SCHOOL.

8. ON THE SUBMISSION OF VERIFICATION FROM A SCHOOL DISTRICT OR CHARTER
SCHOOL THAT THE REQUIREMENTS PRESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION HAVE BEEN MET, A
TEACHER SHALL BE ISSUED A STANDARD TEACHING CERTIFICATE FROM THIS STATE
PURSUANT TO SECTION 15-203.
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