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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 31-281, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
31-281.  Transition program; report; definition 4 
A.  The department shall establish a transition program THAT PROVIDES 5 

ELIGIBLE INMATES WITH TRANSITION SERVICES IN THE COMMUNITY FOR UP TO NINETY 6 
DAYS.  The department shall administer the transition program and contract 7 
with private or nonprofit entities to provide eligible inmates with 8 
transition services and shall procure transition services pursuant to title 9 
41, chapter 23. 10 

B.  The director shall adopt rules to implement this article.  The 11 
rules shall include: 12 

1.  Eligibility criteria for receiving a contracted entity's transition 13 
services.  To be eligible, at a minimum, an inmate shall: 14 

(a)  Not have been convicted of a violation of SEXUAL OFFENSE PURSUANT 15 
TO title 13, chapter 14 or A VIOLATION OF TITLE 13, CHAPTER 17 or title 28, 16 
chapter 4. 17 

(b)  Be classified by the state department of corrections as a low 18 
VIOLENCE risk to the community. 19 

(c)  Not have been convicted of a violent crime as defined in section 20 
13-901.03 or a domestic violence offense pursuant to section 13-3601. 21 

(d)  Have a nonviolent risk score as determined by the department. 22 
(e)  (d)  Not have any felony detainers. 23 
(f)  (e)  Agree in writing to provide specific information after the 24 

inmate is released.  The department shall use the information to prepare the 25 
report prescribed by subsection D, paragraph 3 of this section. 26 

(g)  (f)  Have made satisfactory progress BY COMPLYING WITH ALL 27 
PROGRAMMING on the inmate's individualized corrections plan as determined by 28 
the department. 29 

(h)  Have maintained civil behavior while incarcerated as determined by 30 
the department. 31 

(i)  Be current on restitution payments pursuant to section 31-254. 32 
(j)  Have a need and ability to benefit from the program as determined 33 

by the department. 34 
(g)  BE CLASSIFIED BY THE DEPARTMENT AS MINIMUM OR MEDIUM CUSTODY AS 35 

DETERMINED BY AN OBJECTIVE RISK ASSESSMENT. 36 
(h)  NOT HAVE BEEN FOUND IN VIOLATION OF ANY MAJOR VIOLENT RULE DURING 37 

THE INMATE'S CURRENT PERIOD OF INCARCERATION OR IN VIOLATION OF ANY OTHER 38 
MAJOR RULE WITHIN THE PREVIOUS SIX MONTHS.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS 39 
SUBDIVISION, AN ACCUMULATION OF MINOR RULE VIOLATIONS DOES NOT EQUAL A MAJOR 40 
RULE VIOLATION. 41 

2.  A requirement that each contracted entity train mentors or certify 42 
that mentors are trained. 43 
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3.  A REQUIREMENT THAT the services that may be offered to an inmate 1 
INCLUDE PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL COUNSELING AND CASE MANAGEMENT SERVICES AS 2 
DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT.  THE COUNSELING AND SERVICES MAY INCLUDE 3 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT, ANGER MANAGEMENT, COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL THERAPY, 4 
PARENTING SKILLS AND FAMILY REUNIFICATION TRAINING, FURTHER EDUCATION AND JOB 5 
PLACEMENT. 6 

4.  The criteria for inmates to participate in a three month early 7 
release program.  Inmates are not required to receive an early release. 8 

5.  4.  A requirement that an inmate may be released pursuant to this 9 
article only after the victim has been provided notice and an opportunity to 10 
be heard.  The department shall provide notice to a victim who has provided a 11 
current address or other contact information.  The notice shall inform the 12 
victim of the opportunity to be heard on the early release.  Any objection to 13 
the inmate's early release must be made within twenty days after the 14 
department has mailed the notice to the victim. 15 

C.  In awarding contracts under this section the department shall 16 
comply with section 41-3751. 17 

D.  The department shall: 18 
1.  Conduct an annual study to determine the recidivism rate of inmates 19 

who receive a contracted entity's services pursuant to this article.  THE 20 
STUDY SHALL INCLUDE THE RECIDIVISM RATE OF INMATES WHO HAVE BEEN RELEASED 21 
FROM INCARCERATION FOR A MINIMUM OF THREE YEARS AFTER RELEASE. 22 

2.  Evaluate the inmate and provide the information to the contracted 23 
entity. 24 

3.  Submit a written report to the governor, the president of the 25 
senate and the speaker of the house of representatives on or before July 31 26 
of each year and provide a copy of this report to the secretary of state and 27 
the director of the Arizona state library, archives and public records.  THE 28 
REPORT MAY BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY.  The report shall contain the 29 
following information: 30 

(a)  The recidivism rate of inmates who receive services pursuant to 31 
this article, INCLUDING THE RECIDIVISM RATE OF INMATES WHO HAVE BEEN RELEASED 32 
FROM INCARCERATION FOR A MINIMUM OF THREE YEARS AFTER RELEASE. 33 

(b)  The number of inmates who received services pursuant to this 34 
article. 35 

(c)  The number of inmates who were not provided services pursuant to 36 
this article and who were on a list waiting to receive services. 37 

(d)  The types of services provided. 38 
(e)  The number of inmates who received each type of service provided.  39 
4.  PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE TRANSITION PROGRAM TO ALL INMATES WHO 40 

ARE NOT SERVING A LIFE SENTENCE ON ADMISSION TO PRISON AND TO ANY INMATE WHO 41 
IS POTENTIALLY ELIGIBLE FOR THE TRANSITION PROGRAM SIX MONTHS BEFORE THE 42 
INMATE'S ELIGIBILITY DATE.  THE INFORMATION MUST INCLUDE ALL OF THE ADMISSION 43 
REQUIREMENTS TO THE TRANSITION PROGRAM, INCLUDING THE DISQUALIFYING FACTORS 44 
UNDER THIS SECTION. 45 
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E.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "RECIDIVISM" MEANS 1 
REINCARCERATION IN THE DEPARTMENT FOR ANY REASON.  2 

Sec. 2.  Section 31-287, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 3 
31-287.  Program termination 4 
The transition program established by this article ends on July 1, 2018 5 

2020 pursuant to section 41-3102.  6 
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