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Whereas, Native Americans have been 1living in the region of Arizona
since time immemorial; and

Whereas, 22 sovereign Indian Nations are located within Arizona's
borders, constituting approximately one quarter of the land base; and

Whereas, the Native American communities within Arizona maintain their
unique cultures and traditions to the benefit and promotion of Arizona's
state heritage, culture, tourism, arts and general scientific knowledge; and

Whereas, there were almost 300,000 Native Americans 1iving in Arizona
in 2010, constituting over 4% of the population of this state; and

Whereas, the Native American nations of Arizona are sovereign nations
with a right to self-determination as recognized by the Supreme Court of the
United States, the Congress of the United States and the President of the
United States; and

Whereas, the Native American nations of Arizona have autonomy to govern
tribal members and manage and protect tribal lands and natural resources
within their territory; and

Whereas, the Native American nations of Arizona have partnered with
this state to provide energy, water and economic development in this state;
and

Whereas, the Native American nations of Arizona substantially
contribute to Arizona's economy and tax revenue; and

Whereas, Indian casinos employ thousands of people in Arizona and
contribute tens of millions of dollars to the revenues of this state; and

Whereas, a respectful and productive relationship between the State of
Arizona and the sovereign Native American nations of this state is necessary
for the productive and peaceful future of all.

Therefore
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Arizona, the

Senate concurring:

That the Members of the Legislature support state efforts to
respectfully interact with Native American nations located within the borders
of the State of Arizona and to coordinate policy for the mutual benefit of
the State of Arizona and Native American nations.
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