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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 41, chapter 7, article 10, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 41-1275, to read: 3 
41-1275.  Truth in spending estimate; notice; definitions 4 
A.  BEGINNING IN 2017, ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 15 OF EACH YEAR, THE 5 

DIRECTOR OF THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING AND BUDGETING, OR ITS 6 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY AND THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE BUDGET COMMITTEE, OR ITS SUCCESSOR 7 
AGENCY, SHALL JOINTLY CALCULATE AND TRANSMIT A TRUTH IN SPENDING ESTIMATE FOR 8 
THE FOLLOWING FISCAL YEAR TO THE FOLLOWING: 9 

1.  THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 10 
APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEES, OR THEIR SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES. 11 

2.  THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE AND THE HOUSE OF 12 
REPRESENTATIVES WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE, OR THEIR SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES.  13 

3.  THE GOVERNOR, SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND THE 14 
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 15 

B.  EXCEPT AS DESCRIBED BY SUBSECTION C OF THIS SECTION, THE TRUTH IN 16 
SPENDING ESTIMATE SHALL CALCULATE THE AMOUNT OF GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS 17 
FOR THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR ADJUSTED BY THE SUM OF THE FOLLOWING PERCENTAGES: 18 

1.  THE ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN POPULATION FOR THE PRECEDING 19 
CALENDAR YEAR COMPARED TO POPULATION FOR ONE CALENDAR YEAR PRIOR TO THE 20 
PRECEDING CALENDAR YEAR, AS REPORTED BY THE OFFICE OF EMPLOYMENT AND 21 
POPULATION STATISTICS ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 15 OF THE CURRENT YEAR. 22 

2.  THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN THE GDP IMPLICIT PRICE DEFLATOR FOR THE 23 
PRECEDING CALENDAR YEAR COMPARED TO THE DEFLATOR FOR ONE CALENDAR YEAR PRIOR 24 
TO THE PRECEDING CALENDAR YEAR, AS REPORTED BY THE UNITED STATES BUREAU OF 25 
ECONOMIC ANALYSIS, ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 15 OF THE CURRENT YEAR. 26 

C.  IF IN THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TOTAL 27 
GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE BUDGET BILL FOR THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR 28 
AND THE TOTAL GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE BUDGET BILL FOR THE 29 
PRECEDING FISCAL YEAR WAS NEGATIVE, CALCULATE THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN 30 
SUBSECTION B, PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2 OF THIS SECTION BY TWO CALENDAR YEARS PRIOR 31 
INSTEAD OF ONE CALENDAR YEAR PRIOR. 32 

D.  BEGINNING IN FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018, IF THE LEGISLATURE TRANSMITS TO 33 
THE GOVERNOR A BUDGET BILL THAT EXCEEDS THE TRUTH IN SPENDING ESTIMATE, EACH 34 
HOUSE OF THE LEGISLATURE SHALL ISSUE TO ITS NORMAL MEDIA DISTRIBUTION LIST 35 
WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS AFTER THE VOTE A PRESS RELEASE IN THE FOLLOWING 36 
FORM: 37 

NOTICE OF SPENDING INCREASE ABOVE 38 
TRUTH IN SPENDING ESTIMATE 39 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 41-1275, ARIZONA REVISED 40 
STATUTES, THE STATE LEGISLATURE IS NOTIFYING TAXPAYERS THAT A 41 
BUDGET THAT EXCEEDS THE TRUTH IN SPENDING ESTIMATE, WHICH IS 42 
DEFINED AS THE AMOUNT OF GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE 43 
CURRENT FISCAL YEAR, ADJUSTED BY POPULATION GROWTH PLUS 44 
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INFLATION, PASSED BOTH HOUSES OF THE LEGISLATURE ON   (INSERT 1 
DATE)  .  THE PROPOSED SPENDING INCREASE IN THE BUDGET IS 2 
(INSERT PERCENTAGE)% , WHILE THE TRUTH IN SPENDING ESTIMATE IS 3 
(INSERT PERCENTAGE)% .  THIS BUDGET INCREASE MAY INCLUDE 4 
SPENDING THAT IS COURT ORDERED OR OTHERWISE MANDATED AND NOT 5 
SUBJECT TO LEGISLATIVE DISCRETION. 6 
E.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION: 7 
1.  "BUDGET BILL" MEANS THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL FOR THE 8 

DIFFERENT DEPARTMENTS OF THE STATE, FOR STATE INSTITUTIONS, FOR PUBLIC 9 
SCHOOLS AND FOR INTEREST ON THE PUBLIC DEBT, AS PRESCRIBED BY ARTICLE IV, 10 
PART 2, SECTION 20, CONSTITUTION OF ARIZONA. 11 

2.  "GDP IMPLICIT PRICE DEFLATOR FOR THE PRECEDING CALENDAR YEAR" MEANS 12 
THE AVERAGE OF THE FOUR QUARTERLY VALUES REPORTED FOR THE PRECEDING CALENDAR 13 
YEAR. 14 

3.  "SPENDING INCREASE" MEANS THE PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN TOTAL GENERAL 15 
FUND APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE UPCOMING FISCAL YEAR COMPARED TO THE TOTAL 16 
GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR, AS AUTHORIZED BY THE 17 
BUDGET BILLS.  18 
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