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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 8, chapter 4, article 4, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 2 

amended by adding section 8-512.01, to read: 3 
8-512.01.  Behavioral health services; urgent need; dependent 4 

and adopted children 5 
IF THE FOSTER PARENT OF A DEPENDENT CHILD WHO IS IN THE LEGAL CUSTODY 6 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SAFETY OR THE ADOPTIVE PARENT OF A CHILD WHO IS 7 
ELIGIBLE UNDER TITLE XIX OR XXI OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT IDENTIFIES AN 8 
URGENT NEED FOR THE CHILD TO RECEIVE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES, THE FOSTER 9 
PARENT OR ADOPTIVE PARENT MAY DIRECTLY CONTACT A REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 10 
AUTHORITY FOR A SCREENING AND EVALUATION OF THE CHILD.  IF AFTER THE 11 
SCREENING AND EVALUATION IT IS DETERMINED THAT THE CHILD IS IN NEED OF 12 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES, THE REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AUTHORITY SHALL 13 
PROVIDE AN INITIAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH APPOINTMENT FOR THE CHILD WITHIN 14 
TWENTY-ONE DAYS AFTER THE SCREENING AND EVALUATION.  IF THE INITIAL 15 
APPOINTMENT IS NOT PROVIDED, THE FOSTER PARENT OR ADOPTIVE PARENT MAY 16 
PETITION THE ARIZONA HEALTH CARE COST CONTAINMENT SYSTEM ADMINISTRATION TO 17 
AUTHORIZE THE CHILD TO RECEIVE SERVICES BY A PROVIDER WHO IS NOT CONTRACTED 18 
WITH THE REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AUTHORITY. 19 
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